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Preface

The Manchester Microlensing Conference (M2C) was held atJibdrell Bank Centre for
Astrophysics at the University of Manchester in the UK frofirs225th January 2008.

M2C comprised two elements: the ANGLES Microlensing Wodgstand the 12th Interna-
tional Conference on gravitational microlensing. M2C begdth the two-day Workshop, pro-
viding interactive Master Classes to around 60 researatreselected hot topics in microlensing.
The Master Classes were delivered by world-leading exmertsach of the topics. The topics re-
flected the diverse techniques and applications of micshgp such as crowded-field photometry,
modelling of extra-solar planetary systems, and the usei@ihensing in cosmology.

The 12th International Conference on microlensing folldweamediately after the Workshop
and was attended by around 90 researchers. The Conferemeredall aspects of current re-
search in microlensing, including: Microlensing towarte tMagellanic Clouds; Cosmological
Microlensing; Stellar and Galactic Microlensing; Galadtlicrolensing Surveys; Follow-up Pro-
grammes and Planetary Microlensing; M31 Microlensing; Buoture Directions.

The M2C Proceedings serve three functions. Through therexpaster classes the M2C
Proceedings provide a great starting point for those wha wisenter the field or who just wish to
learn more about microlensing at a depth beyond that usuairgred by a single review article.
The M2C proceedings also provide a snapshot of the statteecdst in microlensing observations
and theory as of January 2008, in what is a rapidly developeid. Lastly, the M2C meeting and
its Proceedings are dedicated to the memory of the late BoRdazyski, a towering figure and
founding father of modern day microlensing research.

The Local Organizing Committee would like to thank severabgle for helping to ensure
that the Workshop and Conference ran smoothly: Bob Dick&athony Holloway and Chris Paul
for flawless computing and AccessGrid support; Lisa McDetrfar her tireless administrative
support; Szymon Kozlowski for a wonderful poster designj &dward Boyce, Dandan Xu, and
Sarah Bryan for their invaluable assistance throughoutntheting. We would like to pay special
thanks to Prof. lan Browne for all of his help, advice and sarppFinally, we are very grateful for
the substantial financial support provided by the Astrosysletwork for Galaxy Lensing Studies
(ANGLES), a European Union Sixth Framework research anditrg network.

7th February 2008

Eamonn Kerins
Shude Mao
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The Manchester Microlensing Conference

Figure 1: The ANGLES Workshop on microlensingd-dft) A master class partly delivered via a live video
link through the University AccessGrid networlRight) Workshop participants putting theory into practice
by running a cosmological microlensing simulation (Pho#sHolloway, L. Wyrzykowski).

Figure 2: M2C meeting participants enjoy a tea break in the atrium ef Attan Turing Building at the
University of Manchester (Photo: A. Holloway).
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