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1. Introduction

Recent lattice QCD calculations expect a first order phasssition from hadronic to partonic
degrees of freedom at finite temperature and baryon cheputahtial [1, 2]. This first order tran-
sition line ends with a critical endpoint [3]. The search dither the first order phase transition or
the critical endpoint is a challenging task in modern higargg heavy-ion physics.

Due to density fluctuations at the critical point or in thexdence region at a first order phase tran-
sition, fluctuations in particle yields and kinematic prams may occur. Indeed, in lattice QCD
calculations the quark number susceptibility developsakz the critical temperature when in-
creasing the quark chemical potential and thus approatchagxpected critical point (figure 1) [4].
Fluctuations as a measure of susceptibilities [5] showdd the enhanced.
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Figure 1: The quark number susceptibility as a function of tempeeator different quark chemical poten-
tials [4].

In this work we will concentrate on event-by-event fluctaati of particle yield ratios, such
as kaon to pion (Kif), proton to pion (pr) and kaon to proton (K/p) ratios. Recently, the NA49
and STAR collaborations have published their results orettexgy dependence of the dynamical
fluctuations of Kitand pitratios [6, 7]. The measured dependence is illustrated imdigu

The dynamical fluctuations of the Kkatio increase towards lower collision energies and are
not reproduced by the UrQMD model, while thempétio fluctuations from the data analysis are in
good agreement with model calculations.

In [6] it was discussed, that this increase of therkdtio fluctuations towards lower beam energies
could be associated with a decrease of particle multigitThus one would like to study the cen-

trality dependence of the fluctuation signal in order to usi@dad the behaviour of this observable
with the changing average multiplicity of the acceptedksadn addition, it is neccessary to re-

measure the low energy region with better experimentaluen and larger acceptance to provide
high quality data on this observable, which is one of the goathe future CBM experiment.
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Figure 2: Energy dependence of the dynamical fluctuations of the &dd p/t ratios in central A + A
collisions published by the NA49 and STAR experiments [6, 7]

2. Centrality Dependence of Particle Ratio Fluctuationsin NA49

NAA49 is a fixed target experiment at the CERN SPS. Measurenoépt+ p, p+Aand A + A
collisions were recordered at different energies. NA49lgrge acceptance hadron spectrometer
which includes two dipole magnets for momentum determimatiwo vertex TPCs for the mea-
surement of vertices and patrticle identification (PID) gsitiE/dx, two main TPCs for PID with
dE/dx, two TOF walls for PID at midrapidity using time-of-flight dra Zero Degree Calorimeter
for centrality determination. A detailed description o tNA49 detector can be found in [8].

In the current analysis, the specific energy I0&¥dx, measured by the main TPCs of NA49 was
used for particle identification. The NA49 spectrometerkgdn the relativistic rise region of the
Bethe Bloch parametrisation dE/dx[9]. This implies some restrictions on the PID performance,
namely a lower momentum cut of 3 GeV/c and no possibility @ Bh the track-by-track level.
Thus, particles have to be identified on a statistical basextracting the relative yields in a single
event using the Maximum Likelihood Method. The data analyschnique is described in detalil
in [10, 11].

In this section we will focus on the measured centrality deleece of the dynamical fluctuations
of particle yield ratios. The centrality of an A + A collisionas determined by measuring the
total energy of the projectile spectators deposited in tb Degree Calorimeter of NA49. The
dynamical fluctuations of a particle yield ratio are definedtee geometrical difference between
the relative width §=RMS/MEAN) of the eventwise ratio distribution for datayf:s) and mixed
(omix) events:
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2.1)

Odyn = SIgN(Odata — Omix) ‘Udzata— Unzqix

2.1 Centrality Bin Size

The main motivation to use patrticle yield ratios in the fladion analysis is that in first ap-
proximation volume fluctuations are cancelled in the ratievertheless, the fluctuations of the
projectile and target participants in Pb + Pb collisions rhaye an influence on the measured sig-
nal, thus more detailed studies had been performed on thecswab the dependence of dynamical
fluctuations on the selected centrality bin size. In the ishbd NA49 results on the energy depen-
dence of the 3.5% most central Pb + Pb collisions were usdwianalysis [6, 10].

The distribution of the total energy of the projectile sjpéats deposited in the Zero Degree Calori-
meter of NA49 is shown in figure 3 (left plot). The centralitasvintegrated in the following bins:
(0-3)%, (0-3.5)%, (0-5)%, ..., (0-20)% most central Pb + Blisions at 158 GeV beam energy.
The observed dependence of thetifatio fluctuations is shown in figure 3 (right plot).
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Figure 3: Left picture: distribution of the energy deposited in the@Begree Calorimeter (ZDC) of NA49
in Pb + Pb collisions at 1598GeV beam energy. Vertical lines show cuts, which corresporg¥o, 3.5%,
5%, 10%, 15%, 17.5% and 20% centrality bin size. Right p&tutynamical fluctuations of the Ki/ratio
as a function of the centrality bin size in Pb + Pb collision$%8A GeV beam energy.

The results are in good agreement with the top SPS beam epeirgyfrom [6]. As has been
discussed before, the fluctuations of the number of prigeatid target participants have an effect
on the measured signal, and a slight increase of about 2%ob@ifltions with increasing integrated
centrality of Pb + Pb collisions is observed as a generatitrelowever, the difference between the
values of the dynamical fluctuations of the kaon to pion yreliib in case of using 3.5% and 5%
most central Pb + Pb collisions is small. So, in order to gtatistics, which is important for the
errors, the centrality dependence of the dynamical fluingitcan be studied using a centrality bin
size of 5%.
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2.2 Simulationswith UrQMD

Particle identification on the statistical basis can inic&la bias to the event-by-event fluctua-
tions. This bias might be larger in semi-peripheral Pb + Rlisgans, since in this case the average
track multiplicity decreases and the identification pragedbecomes more difficult. It becomes
particularly challenging if single particle multiplio#ts in the acceptance approach zero. As no
negative numbers can be allowed for stable fit results, teatexnse Kit distribution develops a
spike at zero [6, 11].

In order to find out the working limits for the analysis of thentrality dependence of Pb + Pb
collisions, simulations with the UrQMD model [12] have bgmrformed. The centrality of a col-
lision was determined using the provided value of the impacameter. Particles, generated by
the model, were processed through the acceptance filter @@Nv&hich incorporates the specific
track cuts used in the current data analysis. For each attépick, adE/dx value was simulated
using a parametrization of the measudHg)/dx distribution in NA49. The accepted tracks with
their simulateddE/dx response were processed through the same analysis roasinlke tracks
from data, namely the event-by-event fit of the eventwliE¢dx distribution (E-b-e fit). As an un-
biased reference, particle identification based on theéctatype provided by the UrQMD model
was used, so called Monte Carlo identification (MC PID). Theaeted centrality dependence of
the dynamical fluctuations of the kaon to pion yield ratiotfugse two cases is shown in figure 4.
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Figure 4: Dynamical fluctuations of the Kr'ratio as a function of the number of wounded nucleons in Pb +
Pb collisions at 158 GeV beam energy, simulated with UrQMD, for two cases: Mordd@based counting
(triangles) and event-by-event fit based on simulateddx response (squares).

For both identification procedures the dynamical fluctueioncrease with decreasing num-
ber of wounded nucleons. But the results for the event-lenefit start to deviate from the MC
reference for less than 200 wounded nucleons, which appaigly corresponds to a centrality of
35%. The contribution of the spike at zero in this case exx@8d of all measured events. Thus
NA49 data will be analyzed in the centrality range from 0%%&@most central Pb + Pb collisions,
where the identification procedure does not introduce atbigtse results.
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2.3 Centrality Dependence

The measured centrality dependences of the dynamical ditimtis of the Kft and p#t ratios
in Pb + Pb collisions at 198GeV beam energy are presented in figure 5.
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Figure5: Dynamical fluctuations of the K7/ (left picture) and the pt (right picture) ratios as a function of
the number of wounded nucleons in Pb + Pb collisions aAlG8V beam energy. The shaded band shows
systematic errors determined from a variation of track.cuts

Figure 6 shows the dynamical fluctuations of the K/p ratio dsnation of the number of
wounded nucleons in Pb + Pb collisions at A88eV beam energy. The fluctuations are calculated
as mean value from analysis with different track cuts. Thdfierence is used to estimate the
systematic error which is given by the shaded band.
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Figure 6: Dynamical fluctuations of the K/p ratio as a function of numbwounded nucleons in Pb + Pb
collisions at 158 GeV beam energy. The shaded band shows systematic errermitetd from a variation
of track cuts.

The general trend is the same for all considered particliel yaio fluctuations: the absolute
value of the dynamical fluctuations increases towards |lmsatrality of Pb + Pb collisions.
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2.4 Scaling of Dynamical Fluctuations

From the definition of the dynamical fluctuations (equatiad) ®ne can derive an exact ana-
Iytical expression, which in case of Konsists of kaon, pion and correlation terms:

o \/var(NK) L Var(Ng) , couNk, N 22)

<Nk >2 <Np>2 “<Ng><Ng>’

In case of pir, Nk should be substituted witN,. As has been argued in [6, 13], dynamical
fluctuations of the gt ratio originate dominantly fromk resonance decays, which produces corre-
lated protons and pions. The analytical expression for ymawhical fluctuations in this case can
be approximated by the correlation term only:

~ = 2.3
dyn <Np><Np> <Np><Np> ’ 23)

ap/m_\/w __\/<< Np >< Np>)°

where we have parametrised the covariance by the produgecdge multiplicities of protons
and pions to the power @f. With a strong feeddown from resonances this paranetsexpected
to become (. In case of the Kit ratio we haveNk < N and the analytical expression fogyn
can be apporoximated by:
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Figure 7: Left picture: dynamical fluctuations of the K/fratio as a function ok Nk > for the energy
(circles) and the centrality (squares) dependences. Rightre: dynamical fluctuations of therpfatio as
a function of< Ny >< Ny > for the energy (circles) and the centrality (squares) dépeces. Solid curves
show fits according to equation 2.3.

Figure 7 shows the dynamical fluctuations of thetiatio as a function ok Nk > (left pic-
ture) and the dynamical fluctuations of therpatio as a function ok N, >< Ny > (right picture).
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Data points are taken from the measured energy and centtaliiendences for a more loose set of
track cuts; the mean number of particles is calculated iratiteptance used to determine the fluc-
tuations. After fitting the dependences of tha pdtio fluctuations with equation 2.3, the following
a parameters were obtainedt = 0.66+ 0.12 for the energy dependence amd= 0.51+ 0.03

for the centrality dependence. This observation stronghpserts the assumption thatresonance
decays are the dominant source of dynamical fluctuationsegbit ratio and give a natural expla-
nation for both, the energy and centrality dependence. peard also for Kit ratio fluctuations
some dependence on Nk > is seen, however the energy and centrality dependence ushyio
scale differently with< Nk >. Whether this might be connected to different relativersjesmess
production in smaller systems [14] requires further stadie

3. Particle Ratio Fluctuationsin CBM

CBM is the future heavy-ion fixed target experiment at FAIB][1Its goal is to measure
hadrons and leptons in A + A collisions at beam energies from45 AGeV. The proposed CBM
detector (electron option) is shown in figure 8.

Figure 8: Sketch of the CBM detector.

In this section we will focus on feasibility studies of the amsarement of event-by-event fluc-
tuations of the Kitratio with CBM. In CBM hadrons will be identified using a TOF NvaWwith
a time resolution of better than 80 ps it will be possible tentfy particles on the track-by-track
level, which together with a large acceptance (larger aspeoed to the NA49 experiment) should
avoid the development of a spike at zero in the eventwise ridfio distributions. The distribu-
tion of the squared mass versus momentum of reconstructegyrhadrons from UrQMD [12]
simulations is shown in figure 9.

A clean identification of kaons with a pion contamination e kevel of 15% only (integrated)
is possible up to momenta of approximately 3 GeV/c.

A certain level of the purity of kaon identification is acheglvby using an upper momentum
cut. As this of course restricts the phase space acceptimgceffect of this cut on the dynamical
fluctuations of the Kif ratio was investigated. As a reference, the results withtel@arlo (MC)
identification but the same upper momentum cut were cakilaihe observed dependence of
the dynamical fluctuations on the purity of kaon identificati.e. the applied momentum cut is
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Figure9: Distribution of the squared mass versus momentum of reaaetsd primary hadrons from central
Au + Au collisions at 2B GeV beam energy (UrQMD simulation). Right picture showsa@eqmtion for the
momentum of 3 GeV/c. The tails originate from secondaryiglag and ghost tracks (mismatches).

presented in figure 10 for MC identification and fully reconsted and identified tracks in the
CBM simulation.
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Figure 10: Dynamical fluctuations of the Kf ratio as a function of purity of the kaon identification for
the standard identification procedure (circles), Montdd&hased counting with the upper momentum cut,
which corresponds to the chosen purity, (squares) and Bl @cceptance (filled region).

For example the purity requirement of at least 50% per moumeriitin corresponds to a mo-
mentum cut of 6 GeV/c, 99% to 3.25 GeV/c. Values of the dynahfiactuations increase if the
momentum cut is more restrictive. Good agreement betwesritsewith real identification and
PID on the MC level with corresponding momentum cut is obseérvl he results are closer to the
values for the full CBM acceptance in case of lower purityjckihcorresponds to a more relaxed
total momentum cut.
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4. Summary and Outlook

The centrality dependences ofig/p/rr and K/p ratio fluctuations show increasing absolute
values towards lower centrality. A multiplicity dependeris indeed expected and the dependence
of the pirratio fluctuations on energy and centrality can both togdibevell described assuming a
dominant contribution frond resonance decays. In case of thetlatio fluctuations however, the
values of the dynamical fluctuations of therkeatio for semi-peripheral Pb + Pb collisions at 258
GeV are higher than those for central Pb + Pb collisions aeidPS energies at the same values
of < Nx >. In other words: the energy and centrality dependenceseoKtr ratio fluctuations
scale differently with< Nk >.

As dynamical fluctuations in particle emmision are expedtette an important observable for
the critical endpoint and current data are not conclusitetiie future CBM experiment at FAIR
prepares to also provide precise evaluation/observafitiiese fluctuations. Feasibility studies for
the measurement of event-by-event fluctuations of threrkfio in central Au + Au collisions were
presented and demonststrate that some of the experimdfitalltles in the NA49 analysis can be
overcome. The study shows that such a measurement is feasitdithat no strong bias from the
identification procedure with the TOF wall of CBM is expected
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