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Abstract. We present a new type of simulation of the 21cm signal from the Reionization and pre-Reionization epoch capable of
quickly generating the signal up to very high redshifts with the large field of view of the next generation of radio telescopes. This
simulation uses a semi-numerical prescription based on 3-d Monte-Carlo realizations of the dark matter density field, achieving
a much higher dynamical range than previous time-consuming N-body codes with radiative transfer algorithms. The simulation
extends to high redshifts (z ~ 25) thus including the effect of the Lyman alpha and collisional coupling as well as X-ray heating
and corrections due to the gas bulk velocities. With the new algorithm we were able to achieve very large volumes (1000 Mpc)?,
thus fully probing the large scale structure of the 21cm signal and making it ideal for the SKA simulated skies. This fast simulation
also allows to quickly test the effect of different astrophysical parameters on the 21cm signal and the code will be made publicly

available for the benefit of the SKA community at large.

1. Introduction

Observations of the 21 cm line of neutral hydrogen are cur-
rently considered to be one of the most promising probes of
the epoch of reionization (EoR) and possibly even the preced-
ing period, during the so called dark ages. Motivated by the
observational possibilities offered by the current and upcoming
low frequency radio interferometers®* a great deal of effort has
been underway in order to fully understand and generate the ex-
pected 21 cm signal that will be seen by these experiments (see
Furlanetto et al. 2006 for a review).

Numerical simulations can potentially provide an improved
description of the 21 cm brightness temperature signal and typ-
ically involve a combination of a N-body algorithm for dark
matter, coupled to a prescription for baryons and star formation
(often complemented by a hydrodynamical simulation), plus a
full radiative transfer code to propagate the ionizing radiation
(Gnedin 2000; Ciardi et al. 2003; Iliev et al. 2006; Zahn et al.
2007; Trac & Cen 2007; Baek et al. 2009). These simulations
have the advantage of calculating the signal from first princi-
ples, properly dealing with small scale details such as recom-
binations. The disadvantage is that they are slow to run, being
constrained in dynamical range to sizes typically smaller than
100 Mpc/h, and producing a large set of simulations for cos-
mological and astrophysical parameter estimates is unrealistic.

Another possibility is to use hybrid approaches involving
simulations and analytical techniques (Thomas et al. 2009;
Mesinger & Furlanetto 2007). Although much faster than pre-
vious numerical methods, so far they have been constrained
to “small” sizes depending on the amount of shared memory
available in the computer and to low redshifts since it neglects
the spin temperature evolution for the 21 cm calculation. Note
that the proposed low-frequency interferometers that plan to
observe the 21 cm signal from reionization have low spatial
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resolution capabilities but very large fields of view (5x5 deg?
or more), requiring boxes of at least 1000 Mpc in size if we
want to properly simulate a single field of view and pass such
a simulation through the observation pipeline in order to un-
derstand how instrumental noise and systematic effects impact
the observations. At the same time we need to be able to re-
solve halos of the order of 108M,, corresponding to a cooling
temperature of 10* K that is deemed necessary to host the ioniz-
ing sources responsible for reionization. This implies a resolu-
tion of 0.1 Mpc/h requiring the use of large boxes with (7000)?
cells, which is beyond the capabilities of current hybrid meth-
ods. Moreover, at high redshifts we need to take into account
detailed physics that determine the 21 cm brightness tempera+
ture, such as the heating of the inter galactic medium (IGM) or
the Lyman-a coupling of the spin temperature to the gas tem-
perature, which makes it a challenging exercise to implement
a complete radiative transfer/gas dynamics algorithm in a large
volume simulation box.

We propose a semi-numerical technique, capable of quickly
generating an end-to-end simulation of the 21 cm signal even
at high redshifts when the spin temperature is non-negligible.
Moreover, this method can be used to simulate very large vol-
umes (e.g. 1000 Mpc), crucial to simulate the field-of-view
of next generation of radio telescopes, without sacrificing the
speed or requiring unpracticable amounts of computer mem-
ory. The code to generate this type of simulation will be pro-
vided publicly online? and it will be subject to continuous
improvement through calibration against full radiative trans-
fer/hydrodynamic simulations. The large volume simulations
created with this method will be part of the SKA Design
Studies Simulated Skies (S3) initiative and we hope this ap-
proach can prove useful to generate sky models for the future
21 cm experiments, which is crucial to test for calibration is-
sues and foreground removal methods.

4 http://www.simfast21.org
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2. From linear density fluctuations to the
ionization field

The underlying basis for our simulation is the Monte-Carlo
generation of the dark matter linear density field assuming a
Gaussian probability distribution function for the linear over-
density as the initial state, which is then later evolved and
used to find the collapsed structures and the corresponding ion-
ized bubbles. This implementation partially follows the algo-
rithm prescribed in Mesinger & Furlanetto (2007), which is
based on the “peak-patch” approach introduced by Bond &
Myers (1996). The principle behind this procedure is that at
the high redshifts such as those where reionization occurs, the
spatial distribution of dark matter halos can be obtained with
linear theory, and non-linear gravitational effects can be ac-
counted for by using only first-order perturbations on the lin-
ear field, i.e., with the Zel’dovich approximation (Zel’ Dovich
1970; Efstathiou et al. 1985). For results presented here, we as-
sumed a flat ACDM universe with the following cosmological
parameters: Q,, = 0.28, Q;, = 0.046, h = 0.70, ny, = 0.96 and
og = 0.817 based on the results from WMAPS5, BAO and SN
(see Hinshaw et al. 2009 and references therein).

The matter density fluctuations are first generated in
Fourier space in a box with comoving size L and N cells, us-
ing Gaussian random variables with zero mean and unit vari-
ance set by Pss(k), the dark matter power spectrum. We de-
fine the power spectrum P, (k) for a generic quantity a, as
(akyak)*) = (2n)*63(k — K)Py,(k) for continuous fields,
where 6p is the Dirac delta function.

The density field is then transformed to real space using
a Fast Fourier Transform (we used the fftw-3.1.1 package®).
This realization can be used to identify collapsed halos us-
ing the excursion-set formalism. The algorithm applies a se-
ries of top-hat filters of decreasing size to obtain the mean
density around any given point of the density field, 6(M, x).
Note that in order to make the process faster, we applied the
filtering procedure as a multiplication in Fourier space (with
the corresponding Fourier transform of the window function)
and then transformed back to real space. A point is then con-
sidered to be the center of a halo of mass M when the condi-
tion 6(M, x) > 6.(M, z) is verified, where 6.(M, z) is the critical
value from Sheth & Tormen (1999).

We consider also a full exclusion criterion, which means
that halos overlapping with a previously marked halo are dis-
carded. Taking into account the available RAM memory and
the above spatial resolution necessary to resolve the 103M,
halos (0.1 Mpc/h), we generated a simulation of comoving size
L=300 Mpc for N=1800° cells. For the results presented here
we used a machine with 32 CPUs and 64 GB of shared RAM
memory, although only 20 CPUs were used at any given time.

Looking at figure 1 we can see that our simulations agree
quite well with the theoretical curve and N-body simulation,
although the number of low mass halos in the simulation with
the lower resolution (L=300 Mpc) is slightly underestimated.
However, we have checked that this effect has a minor impact
on the ionized hydrogen distribution and can be seen as a good

¢ http://www.fftw.org
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Fig. 1: Mass functions at z=10 taken from our halo filtering prescrip+
tion with L=142 Mpc and N=1536° (blue circles) and L=300 Mpc and
N=1800° (black diamonds). The results for the N-body simulation ‘of
Trac et al. (2008) with L=142 Mpc are also shown as green squares.
The line show the mass function from Sheth & Tormen (1999), using
the fitting parameters by Jenkins et al. (2001). Error bars are included
only for the L=300Mpc data for viewing purposes.

compromise in order to cover the largest possible volume with
this algorithm.

With the halo distribution derived from the linear density.
field, the positions of both the halos and the dark matter were
corrected to include non-linear dynamics. This was done by the
means of the Zel’dovich approximation, i.e., by using the linear
velocity field, obtained from our simulations, to adjust the po4
sitions of both the halos and dark matter distribution, starting
at an arbitrary high redshift (see Mesinger & Furlanetto 2007
for details on this implementation). To keep the maximum of
information at all scales we decided to perform all corrections
with 1800% boxes and smooth the density and halo distributions
boxes for speed purposes, only after applying the Zel’dovich
corrections. With the corrected halo and density fields, the ion-
ization regions can be determined using a similar excursion-
set algorithm. The principle behind this procedure is that the
galaxies formed inside dark matter halos will produce a given
amount of photons (dependent of the halo mass) that will ion-
ize the surrounding hydrogen generating ionized bubbles. The
efficiency of this process can be quantified by one parameter £,
so that a region will be ionized when:

feon =47, (1

where f,; is the fraction of mass that has collapsed in halos in
that region (Furlanetto et al. 2004).

We use this principle to construct our ionization field (x;),
averaging both the halo mass and density fields with the spheri-
cal top-hat filters of decreasing size. Whenever the condition in
equation (1) was verified, all cells contained inside the sphere
where flagged as completely ionized, allowing at the same time
for overlapping regions. We also considered the fractional de-
scription of the ionization state within each cell: after filtering
our box up to the cell size, we searched for non ionized cells
containing halos, to which we attributed an ionization value of
x; = V;i/Veen, the ratio between the ionized volume which fol-
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Fig. 2: Slices of the ionization field at the beginning and ending of reionization (left: z = 12, X; = 0.05; right: z = 8, X; = 0.81)

lows directly from our barrier condition V; = M.l /(1 + 6;)pm
and the cell volume.

As a result of this multi-step algorithm, we obtained the
distribution of ionization bubbles in our simulation box which
can be used to derive several relevant quantities. In figure 2
are shown two slices of our ionization field at the beginning
and ending of reionization. These figures exhibit the char-
acteristic bubble structure of ionized hydrogen increasing in
size at lower redshifts until converging into a completely ion-
ized IGM. Obviously, these evolution is intrinsically depen-
dent on the assumed efficiency (here we used a value of 15.1),
which could be constrained through observational data - by
changing the efficiency parameter we can change the redshift
where reionization starts and fit to a desired optical depth (we
can quickly generate the ionization field once we change ¢).
Moreover this parameter can be easily changed in the code to a
different model, such as a function dependent on redshift, with-
out degradation of the speed of the simulation.

In order to characterize the statistical distribution of the ion-
ization field we computed its power spectrum, P, (figure 3).
We see that the excursion-set formalism allows to obtain a bub-
ble power spectrum that matches the one obtained from a full
N-body radiative transfer simulation when the volume size and
cell resolution are the same. However, an important difference
is observed between the power spectrum at large scales ob-
tained in our simulation with a larger volume (L=300 Mpc)
when compared to the lower volume ones. We believe this is
due to the fact that we are finding larger bubbles in the 300
Mpc box, while smaller bubbles are absorbed in larger ones (a
similar effect was observed in Mesinger & Furlanetto 2007).
We have checked that such differences do not originate from
the lower number of low mass halos obtained in the L=300
Mpc simulation or the fact that the mass function extends to
larger masses in the larger simulation.

3. Extending the simulation to very large volumes

Although quite fast and based on first principle physics, the
semi-numerical simulation presented so far still imposes some
limitations regarding the volume it can cover. In the absence of
large computing resources, it is not feasible to run a simulation

covering a large dynamical range. For example the simulation
presented above, covering 300° Mpc?, required to push to the
limits of our machine using 20-processors and 64 GB of shared
RAM in order to perform the FFT filtering. The main problem
with the algorithm that was presented is that it still requires
very large number of cells in order to achieve sufficient reso-
lution to filter scales corresponding to 10M,, halos and cover
large volumes at the same time. If we want to simulate the very
large volumes that will be surveyed by the next generation ra-
dio telescopes a less demanding algorithm is required.

This motivated us to implement a slightly simpler method
when identifying the halos. Using the same resolution of
N=1800%, but with L=1000 Mpc (which corresponds to
roughly a 5 x 5 deg? sky at z=15) the minimum cell size of
L/N ~0.36 Mpc/h corresponds to a minimum halo mass of
~ 1 x 10'° M. Clearly, this configuration does not allow us
to resolve halos down to the required minimum mass of 108
M. However, one can use the expected halo mass function to
place these smaller halos in our large volume simulation cells
by using the prescription of Wilman et al. (2008). By the def-
inition of the mass function, the quantity n = dn/dMAMAV
corresponds to the mean number of halos that can be found in
a given cell with comoving volume AV. If one would simply
perform a Poisson sampling for each cell with a mean n, the
distribution of obtained halos would yield a correct mass func-
tion but their positions would be completely random. In order
to correlate the halo positions with the underlying density field,
a normalized bias term can be added,

dn
o = KPR Z_ AMSY | 2
Aeell ¢ M @

where b(z, M) is the bias model for halos at a given redshift
and 6(z, M) the density field at the same redshift. The factor
K is a normalization constant that ensures the consistency of
the above expression with the mass function %1 when averag-
ing over the large volume box. The above equation introduce a
dependence of the halo locations on the density field, by am-
plifying the overdense regions with respect to underdense ones.
As for the bias term, it describes the difference in clustering be-
tween dark matter halos and the mass density field. We consider

a linear bias developed from the Press-Schechter formalism by
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Fig. 3: First panel: power spectrum of the ionization field for our simulation with L=143 Mpc,N=768> (red dotted curves), L=300 Mpc,N=600°
(solid blue curves) and the simulation of Trac et al. (2008) with L=143 Mpc,N=768> (dashed green curves), for z = 9 and %; = 0.15. The boxes
were smoothed to a common resolution. Right panels: power spectrum of the ionization field for the very large volume simulation (green dashed
curves), compared to the same result for the L=300 Mpc simulation. Both plots are for z=9 but using different efficiency parameters ({=6.7 and

{=15.1) so that X; = 0.1 (left) and X; = 0.55 (right).

Mo & White (1996) and later modified by Jing (1998):

)
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where v = 6./0 (M) and n is the spectral index of the primordial
density field fluctuation power spectrum.

‘We have then used this prescription in complement with the
excursion-set formalism to perform a dark matter simulation
with L=1000 Mpc. Since the cell size defines the lower mass
scale using the exclusion set formalism, halos with mass above
10'9 My, were obtained using this method. For scales bellow
the cell size, we did a Poisson sampling of the entire box using
eq. 2 for the distribution mean. In this way, we allow for the
same cell to contain more than one halo, as long as the sum of
their associated volumes does not exceed the cell volume AV.
In figure 4, we plot (blue diamonds) the obtained mass func-
tion for this run and compare it to the higher resolution, L=300
Mpc simulation obtained using only the excursion set formal-
ism. We can clearly see that only this method allows to have
a high compatibility with the expected mass function with low
resolution, whereas the full excursion-set formalism only has
similar results when the cell resolution is considerably high.
We also checked that this formalism can reproduce the spatial
distribution of halos with its correlation with the underlying
matter density field.

We then proceed to derive the ionization bubbles using the
same method as in Section 2. The results for the power spec-
trum of the ionization field are shown in figure 3 (two right
panels) compared to those obtained with the full excursion-set
method with L=300 Mpc and for two different efficiency pa-
rameters at z=9. One observes that when the ionization fraction
is rather low, the results are highly compatible due to the small
bubble size in both cases. For an intermediate ionization state,
the power at low scales is slightly larger in the L=1000 Mpc
indicating that by increasing the simulation volume the typi-
cal bubble size is also increased. This observation is consistent
with what was observed using a pure excursion-set formalism,
supporting our biased Poisson sampling algorithm for includ-
ing low mass halos in large volume simulations.
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Fig. 4: Mass function at z=10 for our simulation with L=300Mpc and
N=1800° (green squares) comparing with the large volume simulation
with L=1000 Mpc and N=1800° (blue diamonds). Halos with masses
M < 10'°M, were placed using the Poisson sampling method intro-
duced in this section.

4. The 21 cm signal up to z=25

With ionization maps at different redshifts we can focus on the
predicted 21 cm signal from neutral hydrogen during the pre-
EOR and the EOR. In the following Section we will briefly
present the theoretical aspects behind this radiation and the re-
sults from our simulation. For a given observational frequency,
the 21 cm signal corresponds to an intensity variation along the
line of sight given by

. T,\( h \"(Qh?
ST,(v) = 23 fur(1 + 6)(1 - T—S)(ﬁ) (0.02 ) X

0.15 \(1+z\]"* 1
[(thz)( 10 ) (1 +1/Hdv,/dr
where T's is the spin temperature of the IGM, z is the redshift
corresponding to the frequency of observation (1 + z = v, /v),
where v,; =1420 MHz), T,=2.73(1 + z)K is the CMB temper-
ature at redshift z and dv,/dr is the comoving gradient of the

line of sight component of the comoving velocity. In high den-
sity regions of the simulation one can have 1/H dv,/dr < —1

) mK, “4)
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and therefore we imposed a limit to this gradient of dv,/dr >
—0.7H in order to avoid singularities (this only affects ionized
regions). In the above equation, both fy; and ¢ (as well as the
velocity gradient) can be obtained as a direct result of our sim-
ulation (we used fy; = 1 — x;), but the term depending on T
is sensitive to variations of the spin temperature value over the
volume. For z < 10, one can make the reasonable assumption
that Ty > T, since the IGM gas temperature should be well
above 100K at these redshifts.

At high redshifts (z > 10) the spin temperature (7s) is no
longer high enough to saturate the effect in equation 4 and we
need to take into account the contribution of fluctuations from
the spin temperature to the 21 cm signal. These originate from
fluctuations in the coupling between the spin temperature and
the gas temperature and the perturbations in the gas tempera-
ture itself (Tx) and we can write:

l_ﬂzﬂ 1_2
Ts 14 X0 Tx)’

(6))

where x;,, = x, + X, is the sum of the radiative and collisional
coupling parameters. Collisions can be important for decou-
pling the HI 21 cm spin temperature from the CMB, especially
at very high redshifts (z = 30) Nusser (2005) and are straight-
forward to apply to the simulation (Allison & Dalgarno 1969;
Zygelman 2005; Furlanetto & Furlanetto 2007; Kuhlen et al.
2006; Hirata & Sigurdson 2007). The radiative coupling due
to the absorption of Ly, photons (the Wouthysen-Field effect,
Wouthuysen 1952; Field 1959), on the other hand, should be
dominant for z < 25 and we shall concentrate on calculating
this effect here. Note however that if we use a model where the
Ly, coupling is smaller, then the collisional coupling at lower
redshifts can become important close to the sources due to the
X-ray emission (Zaroubi et al. 2007; Kuhlen et al. 2006). The
radiative coupling is given by

S oda
Je

Xo = ) (6)
with J. ~ 5.552x1078(1+z) m~2s~'Hz 'sr™! and S, is a correc-
tion factor of order unity (Chen & Miralda-Escudé 2004; Hirata
2006; Chuzhoy & Shapiro 2007; Furlanetto & Pritchard 2006;
Furlanetto et al. 2006). We follow the prescription in Santos
et al. (2008) to calculate J, (the spherical average of the num-
ber of Ly photons hitting a gas element per unit proper area
per unit time per unit frequency per steradian), given by a sum
over the hydrogen levels n. For this, we need the comoving star
formation rate, (X, z) and €,(v), the spectral distribution func-
tion of the sources (defined as the number of Ly, photons per
unit frequency emitted at v per baryon in stars). We can eas-
ily assume any model for €,(v) in our code to test for different
sources of radiation. For this simulation we used: Av™%, with
a = 0.9 and A set such that we get a total of 20000 Ly« pho-
tons per baryon which gives a Ly, emission similar to the one
used in Santos et al. (2008). Note however that the amplitude
is degenerate with the normalization of the star formation rate.

In order to obtain the star formation rate density from the
simulation we used the halo catalogues generated to create
boxes of collapsed mass (M,,;(X, z)) for two closely separated
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Fig. 5: The evolution of the gas temperature, spin temperature and
brightness temperature with redshift. Solid black line - CMB; Red
dashed - gas temperature; Blue dotted - spin temperature; Dark blue
solid/dashed (below) - brightness temperature.

redshifts and calculated: ¥/(x,z) = f*%Mwy(x, 7), where f, was
used to normalize the star formation rate density to the one used
in Shin et al. (2007). In the J,, calculation we can transform the
integration over the volume into a convolution of the star for:
mation rate with a 1-D kernel, which can be quickly generated
using a FFT.

The gas in the IGM is also heated as the reionization pro-
gresses. In our simulation, we assume that this heating is done
by x-rays with an emission connected to the star formation rate
(see Santos et al. 2008). Our starting point was to calculate the
total x-ray energy per unit time deposited in a given cell, for
which we need the X-ray emissivity, ex(v), which is again as-
sumed to be a power law, with a spectral index and amplitude
compatible with what is observed for starburst galaxies (note
that this amplitude is also degenerate with the star formation
rate normalization). We then calculate how much of this energy
is used for secondary ionizations in the neutral IGM, as well as
how much is used to heat the IGM, taking into account the frac-
tion of energy converted into ionizations and the fraction con-
verted into heat (Shull & van Steenberg 1985) which depends
on the fraction of free electrons, x,. We started the integration at
z = 25 assuming an initial temperature of 7 = 14K consistent
with adiabatic cooling of the gas from z = 150 (where it is ap-
proximately equal to the CMB temperature). Figure 5, shows
the evolution of the gas temperature with redshift, where we
can see that most of the IGM is heated above 100K for z < 11.
The spin temperature starts very close to the CMB one (no sig-
nal) and approaches the gas temperature as x, increases, fol-
lowing it for z < 17.

Putting it all together we can calculate the 21 cm signal us-
ing equation 4. Calculation of x,, and the gas temperature takes
around 5 minutes for each redshift in our machine using 20
CPUs. In figure 5, we can also see the evolution of the average
brightness temperature with redshift, which is observed in ab-
sorption down to z = 12 where it becomes approximately zero
when T ~ Tcyp- In figure 6 we show maps of the 21 cm sig-
nal for a few very high redshifts taking into account all the ef-
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Fig. 7: The power spectrum of the 21-cm signal at high redshifts in-
cluding all fluctuations in the spin temperature.

fects. At high redshifts (z = 21) most of the temperature is zero
(Ts ~ Tcyp) but we already start to see some cold spots where
the Lya sources couple the spin temperature to the cold gas
temperature and the fluctuations in x, dominate. At z = 17 the
spin temperature is basically following the gas one everywhere
and we can see fluctuations in the 21 cm signal due essentially
to the gas temperature (although most of the Universe is still
cold at this epoch). At z = 14 we can already see the higher
temperature regions surrounding the light sources located in the
halos. Finally at z = 11 basically all the IGM is heated above
the CMB and we start seeing the ionization bubbles (¥; = 0.1,
but note that some of the dark regions here are not due to the
ionized bubbles but because Ts = Tk ~ Tcpyp). Figure 7 shows
the corresponding power spectrum. Note again that at z ~ 11
the fluctuations in the gas temperature still make an important
contribution to the 21 cm signal, especially on large scales (in-
creasing the power), even though the IGM temperature is al-
ready above the CMB one (Tx ~ 150K and T¢cyp = 32.7K).

Finally, we show the full brightness temperature map of the
21-cm signal for a given redshift in the L=1000 Mpc simula-
tion (fig. 8), using the extension to larger volumes described
in the previous section. This is an unprecedented large volume
covered in a semi-numerical simulation of the EoR, capable of
generating a 6x6 deg? field of view.

0
Mpe

y [Mpc]

Fig. 8: The temperature map for the L=1000 Mpc simulation at z=9
with £ = 15.1.

5. Summary

We presented a semi-numerical method capable of quickly gen-
erating end-to-end simulations of the 21 cm signal even at the
high redshifts where the spin temperature is non-negligible (see
Santos et al. 2009 for further details). The algorithm allows
to generate brightness temperature boxes with very large vol-
umes, e.g. (1000 Mpc)?, crucial to properly simulate the field
of view of the next generation of radio-telescopes, without sac-
rificing the speed or requiring unfeasible computer resources.
The corresponding code (SimFast21) takes about 1 hour to run
for each redshift, which can be considered remarkably fast. We
are expecting that further optimization of the code can still re-
duce this time and also make it of the same order for higher
values of the ionization fraction. This is on going research that
will be implemented as we update the numerical code.

Although much faster than hydrodynamical numerical sim-
ulations, our analysis shows that relevant quantities such as the
halo mass function, the halo mass power spectrum, the star for-
mation rate or the ionization fraction power spectrum are all
consistent with the numerical simulations with which we com-
pared our results to. In particular, the ionization fraction power
spectrum is similar to the one obtained with radiative transfer
codes (RT) when comparing to the same volume. However, we
still see an increase in the power spectrum at large scales when
going to even larger volumes which are very hard to achieve
with current RT methods. The difference is smaller as we look
at smaller values of the ionization fraction, suggesting that this
effect is due to the production of larger HII bubbles.
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The dependence on the astrophysical parameters of the
simulation was encoded in three functions: the ionization effi-
ciency, ¢, the Ly, spectral distribution function of the sources,
€, and the X-ray spectral distribution function, ex. These func-
tions can be easily changed for a model of our choice and the
code can then quickly generate new simulations of the signal
(even faster if we keep the same cosmology). By combining all
the unknowns into a physically meaningful small set of param-
eters we can easily probe the huge intrinsic parameter space
available at high redshifts probed by 21 cm observations. This
versatility is included in our algorithm. The possibility to gen-
erate reionization simulations from scratch without the need
for supercomputers is a great advantage allowing to experiment
with different models. Moreover, this allows room for improve-
ment through calibration with full numerical simulations. The
code can be a useful tool to generate sky models for future
21 cm experiments, important to test the observation pipeline,
study how the foregrounds affect the observations and can be
separated given a noise model, and to develop optimal estima-
tors for signal extraction. The code will be released for public
use in due course and we welcome the community participa-
tion in its updating and upgrading as well as development of
additional applications on observational probes of reionization
beyond the 21 cm observations.
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