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Welcome from National Archaeological Museum Alexandra Christopoulou

Me witepn yapd to EOvikd Apyaioroyikd Movceio yopetiler 10 Atebvég
Emompuovikd Zovédpro pe Bépa: «Amd 1o Mnypoviopd tov Avikodnpov oto
padtotnAeckonmo Square Kilometre Army: MaOnipota amd v Apyotdtnton, Kot
ghyeton Kabe emttuyio oTIC EpYyNsies TOV.

Eivai evthympa mov 1 dopydveoon tov coumintel pe ) peydan neprodikn ExbBeon «To
vavdylo tov AvtikvOnpov. To IIioio, ot Oncavpoi, o Mnyoviopos», mTOL
gykawidodnke mpwv amd tpelg pves oto Movoeio pog kot o dtapkécel péypt tov
Ampiio tov 2013.

H épevva tov vavayiov otig Popeloovatolkés akTéC Tov Aviikudnpov eykavioce
TayKOGHImG TV evaAa apyatoioyio. Amo tnv avatoAr] tov 2000 awdva, orote Ppénke,
£mG KOl oNpEPA, SLVOPTALEL 1] LOOIGTOPNUOTIKY OVEAKVGT TOL KO, KUPIMG 1 €DPEDT
TOV HOVAOIKOL Mnyaviopov 6to @optio Tov. Ta vToloma apyotoAoYIKd EVPNUATO, TO.
omoia Yo TpOTN POPA TaPOLSLALoVTaL 6TO GHVOLO TOVG GTIG aiBOVGES TOV TEPLOSIKMDV
ekbéoewv Tov Movaceiov, poTilovv pe HOVASIKO TPOTO TTLYES TNG 1OTOPILOG KO TNG
TEYVNG, T0 BOAACC10 EUTOPLO KOt TN SoKivoN TV KOAMTEXVNUATOV, KOO Kot TV
V1004TNON TOL EAANVIKOV TpOTOL (mN¢ amd Tovg Popaiovg apiotokpdteg Kot 0Topovg
emEpNUOTiES, OTAV 0VTOTL SLAUOPE®VAV T VEQ TAEN TPAYHATOV 6T Mecsoyeto.
[Tepiomtn Béom omv 'ExBeon katéyel o mepiponuog Mnyaviopdc twv Avtikvunpov, 1o
ONUOVTIKOTEPO, 0MG PEXPL CNUEPA OPYOLOAOYIKO VPO, TOV TEKUNPUDVEL TO VYNAO
eminedo avamtuéng g apyaiog EAANVIKNG TEXVOLOYiaG.

Ymv tpitn kot televtaio evotnto ¢ ‘ExBeong mapovosialovrar 6ia 1o cwldpeva
Opavopato Tov Mnyaviopov, Teptypaeovtal ot JuVATOTNTEG TOV GTHV OGTPOVOLIN Kot
TNV TEYVOAOYIN, Ol QACELS UEAETNG TOV, KAOMG Kol OAEG Ol AVOKOTUOKEVEG TV KOTA
Kapovg epevvnT®V ToL. MeTa&h avtdVv PpioKETOL KOl 1) 0VOKATOGKEDT] TTOV TPOTEVE TO
Apiototérero Tavemomuo Oeocoarovikne. Oéhovpe Kot €d®, Yo AN (o opd vo
guyaplotioovpe tov  kafnynty Tdvvn Zepaddkn vy T O®PER  OLTAG NG
EMOTNUOVIKNG TpdTaons oto EBvikd Apyaioroyikd Movceio. Metd to T€hOC NG
neplodikng ‘ExBeong, n avakatackevn avtn, poall pe dAiec, B evtayBel otn poviun
ékBeom Tov Movoeiov.

Oa Béhape va Kieicovpe pe Tic okéyelg tov Derek de Solla Price, mov dtaturmdnkoav oe
GpBpo Tov oto MEPLOdKS Scientific American Tov 1959 kot mopapévovy £0¢ GYUEPD TO
010 emikarpeg Kot yontevtikés: «O Muyoviouos twv Avtikobpwy dev nrav évag d10ttwv
00TEPOS, OAAG UEPOS EVOS THUOVTIKOD PEDUATOS TOV elAnvikol moiitiouod. H Ilotopio
TETOYE VO, ATOKPOWEL TO PEVIUO, ODTO OTTO EUAS, KoL LUOVO 1] Toyala datipnon ato folo twv
Opavoudarwv, mov vwo alles ovvlnkes Ba yivovriav okovy, to amokdivye. Eivar Aiyo
TPOUOKTIKN 1] OKEWN 0TI, Alyo TPIv TNV TGN T00 BavuocTod ToAITIGUOD TOVS, 01 OpYOioL
Ellnves PpéOnkav 1000 KOVTG OTHV ETOXN UOS, Ol UOVO GTH OKEWH, OJAG Kai OTa
TEYVOAOYIKG. ETITEVYUOTA TOVSY.

Y0g euYOPIETOVUE, EVYOUOCTE KOAN EMTVYIO OTIC EPYACIES GOG KOl GOG TEPYUEVOVLE TO
npooeyéc LapParto oto EBvikd Apyaroloyikd Movoeio.

AbMva, Tovviog 2012
Ap AleEdvopa XpioTomovrov
Avaminpotpia [poictapévn



Welcome from National Archaeological Museum Alexandra Christopoulou

English translation:

With great joy the National Archaeological Museum welcomes the International
Workshop "From Antikythera to the Square Kilometre Army: Lessons from the
Ancients," and wishes you every success in your work.

It is fortunate that the organization of the workshop coincides with the major periodical
Exhibition "The Antikythera Shipwreck. The Ship, the Treasures, the Mechanism",
which was launched three months ago in our Museum and will run until April 2013.
The exploration of the wreck on the northeastern coast of Antikythera initiated
underwater archeology worldwide. From the dawn of the 20th century, when the wreck
was found, to this day, popular imagination has been fascinated by its legendary marine
excavation and, most importantly, by the unique Mechanism found in its load. The other
archaeological finds, which are presented for the first time in their entirety in the halls
of the Museum's temporary exhibitions, illuminate in a unique way aspects of history
and art, maritime trade and exchange of artefacts, as well as the adoption of the Greek
way of life by Roman aristocrats and wealthy businessmen, when they formed the new
status in the Mediterranean.

Prominent position in the exhibition is held by the famous Antikythera Mechanism,
perhaps the most important archaeological find to date, documenting the high level of
ancient Greek technology.

The third and final section of the Exhibition presents all the surviving fragments of the
Mechanism, describes the issues related to astronomy and technology, and describes the
basic stages of the study and all the reconstructions and interpretations by the various
researchers. There is included the reconstruction proposed by the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. Here once again we thank Prof. John. H.Seiradakis for the donation of
this scientific reconstruction to the National Archaeological Museum. At the end of this
temporary Exhibition, this reconstruction, along with others, will join the Museum's
permanent exhibition.

We would like to close with the thoughts of Derek de Solla Price printed in an article in
the Scientific American magazine in 1959 and which remain as valid and charming
today: "The Antikythera mechanism was no flash in the pan but was a part of an
important current in Hellenistic civilization. History has contrived to keep that current
dark to us, and only the accidental underwater preservation of fragments that would
otherwise have crumbled to dust has now brought it to light. It is a bit frightening to
know that just before the fall of their great civilization the ancient Greeks had come so
close to our age, not only in their thought, but also in their scientific technology."

With our thanks and best wishes for success in your work, we are looking foreward to
welcoming you next Saturday at the National Archaeological Museum.

Athens, July 2012
Alexandra Christopoulou, PhD
Deputy Director



