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RX J1136.5+6737 (z = 0.1342) is a hard X-ray bright high-peaked frequency BL Lac object
as listed in the MAXI 3-year catalog as well as the Swift-BAT catalog. The source has also been
detected by Fermi-LAT with a hard photon index of 1.71±0.08 and belongs to the first Fermi-LAT
catalog of >10 GeV sources, showing bright (photon flux = 11.7×10−11 phcm−2 s−1) emission
above 10 GeV. MAGIC observed the source for about 30 hours in 2014 and discovered very
high energy (VHE) γ-ray emission from the source with > 5σ significance. The averaged flux
measured by MAGIC during the 2014 observations corresponds to about 1.3% of the Crab Nebula
flux at energies above 300 GeV without significant variability. The measured spectrum shows
evidence of extending into the TeV energy range, even though most extragalactic background
light models predict the distance of z = 0.1342 is beyond the “Cosmic γ-ray horizon” at 1 TeV.
Along with the MAGIC observations, we coordinated simultaneous multi-band observations in X-
ray and UV bands by Swift, and in optical-IR bands by ground-based telescopes such as Kanata
and KVA. In this contribution, the first results of the MAGIC discovery of VHE emission from
RX J1136.5+6737 will be reported. We will also discuss origins of the γ-ray emission with a
broad-band spectral energy distribution using our emission model.
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1. Introduction

High-frequency peaked BL Lac objects (HBLs) have the peaks of the lower energy bump in
the spectral energy distribution (SED) at UV to X-ray energies (see e.g.,[17]). Their SEDs have
been well explained by synchrotron self-Compton (SSC) models in which the high energy end of
the electron spectrum is responsible for both X-ray and very high energy (VHE: > 50 GeV) γ-ray
emission (e.g.,[7]). The observed correlations of the X-ray and VHE γ-ray fluxes during large flares
provide strong experimental evidence for the SSC mechanism in HBLs (e.g.,[21]).

VHE γ-ray photons interact with photons of the extra-galactic background light (EBL) during
propagation through intergalactic space (e.g.,[8]). The produced secondary e+/e− subsequently
generate γ rays by Compton-scattering target photons of the EBL and the cosmic micro-wave
background. The resultant secondary photons contribute to the γ-ray flux in GeV bands. Observed
fluxes of the secondary emission at the Earth are affected by intergalactic magnetic fields (IGMFs)
because the secondary e+/e− are deflected during the propagation in the intergalactic space. The
detection of VHE γ rays from distant sources therefore provides useful information on the forma-
tion of stars that make the EBL. Also the information of the secondary γ-ray flux can be used to
constrain the strength of IGMFs (e.g.,[15]) and/or to disentangle hadronic and leptonic cascade
scenarios [14, 23]. The distant (z > 0.1) HBLs are the best sources for those studies because of
their hard intrinsic spectra in the VHE energy band. However, the distant TeV HBLs with a solid
redshift measured by spectroscopic observations are still limited: for instance, currently we know
only 12 HBLs above z = 0.13.

In this context, the hard X-ray (a few to tens of keV) flux is a useful indicator to search for
new VHE HBLs with a hard photon spectrum in the (sub-)TeV band. Under the SSC scenario, the
same electron energies (γ ∼ 105−6) are responsible for the hard X-ray and TeV energy bands by
the synchrotron emission and IC scattering in the cases for HBLs. A source with bright hard X-ray
emission can also show bright VHE γ-ray emission well extending to the TeV energies.

Here, we utilized the X-ray information from the Monitor of All-sky X-ray Image (MAXI)
onboard the International Space Station (ISS), which started scientific operations on 2009 August
15. The MAXI Gas Slit Camera (GSC) has provided unbiased X-ray samples with the best sensi-
tivity so far in the 4-10 keV band by its all-sky survey observations. The latest MAXI-GSC catalog
in the 4-10 keV band (the 2nd catalog with 37 month data [11]) includes 13 BL Lacs (all HBLs).
All of them are also in the Swift-BAT 70 month hard X-ray catalog. It is interesting that 9 sources
among 13 BL Lacs are already known TeV emitters and the first three sources are famous classical
TeV sources, namely, Mkn 421, Mkn 501 and 1ES 1959+650. RX J1136.5+6737 is associated with
2MAXI J1136+675 whose X-ray flux in the catalog is (14.4± 0.9)× 10−12 erg cm−2 s−1, and is
the 7th brightest BL Lac in the 4-10 keV band in the MAXI catalog. The source is listed both in
the MAXI-GSC (4−10 keV) and in the Swift-BAT (14−195 keV) catalogs and is one of the bright-
est blazars in the hard X-ray band; a synchrotron component from the source is expected to be
extending beyond 10 keV.

RX J1136.5+6737 is also associated with sources in the third Fermi-LAT source catalog (3FGL:[1])
as 3FGL J1136.6+6736 and the first Fermi-LAT source catalog above 10 GeV (1FHL:[2]), with
significant detections above 10 GeV in both catalogs. A hard photon index of 1.71± 0.08 above
100 MeV is quoted in the 3FGL catalog.
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2. Observations and Results

2.1 VHE γ-ray observations with MAGIC

MAGIC is a system of two Imaging Atmospheric Cherenkov Telescopes (IACTs) with 17 m
dishes, located at the Canary Island La Palma (28◦.2 N, 17◦.8 W, 2225 m a.s.l.).

RX J1136.5+6737 was observed with the MAGIC telescopes on 35 nights between January 29
and May 28 in 2014 with a zenith angle range from 38◦ to 46◦. The observations were performed
in the so-called wobble mode, where the object is observed with an 0◦.4 offset from the camera
center, and three OFF regions were used to estimate the background. The data with a total effective
observation time of 28.07 hrs after quality selections were used for the following analysis.

The analysis was performed using the MAGIC analysis package ”MARS” with the standard
procedure [13]. Every cleaned event was parameterized using the so-called Hillas parameteriza-
tion [10]. These parameters were used for γ/hadron separation by means of the “Random Forest
(RF)” method [3]. In the RF method, Monte-Carlo-simulated γ-ray samples with the same zenith
angle range as the data were used as γ-ray training sample while real data were used as hadron-
event background sample. The γ-ray energies were reconstructed by means of energy look up
tables.

Significant VHE γ-ray emission was detected with more than 5σ excess consistent with the
position of the source. Figure 1 shows a spatial distribution of test statistic (TS) values for the γ-ray
event excess around RX J1136.5+6737. The TS value corresponds to Eq. 17 in [12], applied on a
smoothed and modeled background estimation. Its null hypothesis distribution mostly resembles a
Gaussian function, but in general can have a somewhat different shape or width.

The top panel of Figure 2 shows a light curve of the VHE γ-ray flux above 300 GeV as mea-
sured with the MAGIC telescopes binned by each observing period. The observing period is de-
fined from a full moon to the next full moon, roughly corresponding to a 28 days interval. There

Figure 1: A sky map of the TS values of γ-ray event excess around the target, RX J1136.5+6737. The cross
at the center denotes the position of the target. The excess is consistent with a point-like source.
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was no MAGIC observation in gaps between the data points because of presence of moon light.
To investigate variability in the VHE γ-ray emission, the flux points in the light curve were fitted
with a constant value. The fit yields (1.38±0.39)×10−12 photoncm−2 s−1 with χ2/dof = 3.69/4,
which indicates no significant variability. It corresponds to about 1.3 ± 0.3% Crab flux above
300 GeV. We also checked a light curve with night-by-night time binning; not any short-time (daily
scale) flaring activities were found. A VHE γ-ray spectrum could be extracted from ∼130 GeV to
above 1 TeV. According to current EBL models, the source is above the “Cosmic γ-ray horizon”
for the given distance of z = 0.1342 at these energies. This means that the γ-ray flux is attenuated
by e−τγ VHEγ EBL (τγ VHEγ EBL > 1) because of interactions to the EBL photons. The MAGIC measured
spectrum can be described by a simple power-law model with a photon index of 2.74±0.33.

Figure 2: Light curves of RX J1136.5+6737 in several energy bands in 2014 January–May. [Top]: The VHE
γ-ray band above 300 GeV measured with the MAGIC telescopes. Each bin corresponds to one observing
period, and a horizontal bar of each data point denotes a range of observing days in each period. A vertical
bar at each point represents 1σ statistical uncertainty. The horizontal dotted line corresponds to the fitting
result with a constant flux to the data points. [Middle]: De-absorbed model fluxes in the 0.5 − 5 keV
measured by Swift-XRT. A simple power-law models is used to derive the fluxes. [Bottom]:. Optical fluxes
in the R-, V - and B-bands. The filled circles represent the results from KVA while the open circles are results
measured with the Kanata telescope. All flux are corrected for the Galactic extinctions (de-redened fluxes).
The R-band Katana data were artificially shifted by 0.1 magnitude brighter in the plot for a better match of
the results between the telescopes.
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2.2 Multi-band observations

The source was observed by Swift twice during the MAGIC observing periods, on 2014 March
07 and 2014 May 01. The Swift-XRT observations were performed in Window Timing mode, and
the exposure time for the observations were 1974 sec and 1703 sec, respectively. The XRT data
were reduced with the standard software xrtpipeline v.0.13.1 applying the default filtering
and screening criteria. The calibration files available in the version 20140709 of the Swift-XRT
CALDB were used. The spectral analysis was performed using XSPEC v.12.8.2. XRT spectra
from both observations were well described by a simple power-law with a photo-electric absorption
model. During the fits, the equivalent hydrogen column density was fixed to the Galactic value of
1.09× 1020 cm−2. The model fluxes between 0.5 and 5 keV corrected for Galactic absorption in
both observations are plotted in the middle panel in Figure 2.

In the optical-UV band, the Swift-UVOT observations used two filter bands (V , W1) on March
07 while all six filters (V , B, U , W1, M2, W2) were used in the observations on May 01. Source
fluxes in the optical R-band were provided by the KVA telescope located on La Palma through their
the Tuorla Observatory Blazar Monitoring Program1. The Kanata telescope located at Higashi-
Hiroshima, Japan, conducted observations to the source in the B-, V- and RC-bands. The Galactic
extinction in each band was derived from E(B−V ) = 0.0075 [18] and Av/E(B−V ) = 3.1. The
light curves of R, V and B band fluxes are plotted in the bottom panel of Figure 2. All fluxes were
corrected for the Galactic extinctions while the host galaxy contributions are still included in the
light curve fluxes.

3. Spectral Energy Distribution

The broad band SED of the source is shown in Figure 3. The plot includes the optical R-
band flux measured by KVA, UV fluxes in the W2-, M1-, and W1-bands by Swift-UVOT, X-ray
spectral points between 0.5 keV and ∼ 5 keV by Swift-XRT, high-energy γ-ray spectral points from
100 MeV to 100 GeV by Fermi-LAT, and the VHE γ-ray spectra obtained by MAGIC. The R-band
flux was averaged over the MAGIC observational periods. The UV (W1, M2 and W2 bands) fluxes
measured on 2014 May 01, and an additional W2-band flux measured on 2014 March 07 are also
included. The X-ray spectrum was measured on 2014 March 07. All the fluxes in the SED plot
were corrected for Galactic absorption. The host galaxy contribution estimated to be 0.85 mJy [16]
was already subtracted from the R-band flux in the SED. The γ-ray spectral points by Fermi-LAT
are adapted from the 3FGL catalog. The 3FGL catalog is based on the 4 year LAT data covering
only until 2012 July 13, which means that the 3FGL data range is not overlapped with the MAGIC
observational periods for the source. On the other hand, the source shows no significant variability
in the LAT energy band during the 4 years as indicated by the Variability index of 50.7
in 3FGL2. Furthermore, the 3FGL spectrum appears to be smoothly connected to the measured
MAGIC spectrum as shown in Figure 3. Thus, the 3FGL spectrum can be assumed to represent the
γ-ray spectrum in the LAT band during the MAGIC observing periods in 2014.

1More information at http://users.utu.fi/kani/1m/
2In 3FGL, Variability is considered probable when Variability Index exceeds the threshold of 72.44 corre-

sponding to 99% confidence
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Figure 3: Spectral energy distribution of RX J1136.5+6737. The open circles represent the spectral data
points. The blue circles in the VHE γ-ray band (the four highest energy points) are the measured spectral
points with the MAGIC telescope while the read circles are the MAGIC data points corrected for the EBL
absorption based on the model of [6]. The data in the γ-ray bands (∼ 109 eV) are taken from the 4-year
Fermi-LAT (3FGL) catalog. The data in the X-ray bands (∼ 103 eV) are from Swift-XRT observations on
2014 March 01. The optical (R) and UV (W1, M2, W2) data points (∼ 100 eV) are based on the results from
KVA and Swift-UVOT observations, respectively. All X-ray and optical-UV data points were corrected for
Galactic absorption. In the R-band data, the contribution from the host galaxy (0.85 mJy) was subtracted.
The lines represent emission modeling curves based on the one-zone SSC model for Model A (left, R =

1015 cm) and Model B (right, R = 1016 cm). See details about the models in the text and Table 1 for the input
parameters. The dotted lines in the VHE γ-ray band represent the modeling curves after attenuation due to
the EBL absorption, calculated using the EBL model from [6].

4. Emission modeling and Discussion

A one-zone SSC model, described in [22] was applied to the broad band SED to understand
the physical parameters of the jet for the emission origin. In this model, the emission region is
assumed to be spherical with radius R and to be filled by a tangled magnetic field of intensity B
in a comoving frame. The energy distribution of the injected relativistic electron is described by a
broken power-law function,

N(γ) =

{
Kγ−n1 (γmin < γ < γbk)

Kγs2−s1
bk γ−s2 (γbk < γ < γmax),

(4.1)

where K is the normalization factor of the electron density, extending from γmin to γmax with indices
s1 and s2 below and above γbk. Relativistic effects are taken into account by the Doppler beaming
factor δ .

As described in Figure 3, we consider two emission models with different emission radii,
namely 1015 cm (Model A: left) and 1016 cm (Model B: right). The parameters of the SSC models
are summarized in Table 1. Generally speaking, the models could reproduce the observed broad
band SEDs. However, if we discuss the details, the model curves in the MAGIC energy range are
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Table 1: Parameters of the SSC models presented in Figure 3.

Model A B
R [cm] 1015 1016

δ 30 20
B [G] 0.6 0.065
K [cm−3] 2600 130
γmin 1 1
s1 1.8 1.8
γbk 3×104 9×104

s2 3.2 3.2
γmax 5×105 1×106

not as hard as the observed spectrum; Model A under-estimates the flux around TeV corresponding
to the highest two points by MAGIC while Model B over-estimates the flux around 100 GeV for the
first two points by MAGIC. Another point is that the we have to set an electron index for the lower
parts in the electron distribution as s1 = 1.8 for both cases to reproduce a sharp rise in the SED from
the optical-UV to the X-ray bands. Electrons with an index harder than 2 cannot be expected from
the standard shock acceleration (Fermi-I) mechanisms. On the other hand, such a hard index can
be generated, for example, by stochastic accelerations, which is phenomenologically equivalent to
the second-order Fermi acceleration (Fermi-II) mechanism (e.g.,[19, 5, 4]), or by magnetic recon-
nection (e.g.,[9]). Alternatively, high values for γmin to avoid having lower-energy electrons could
also produce such a sharp rise. Those observational features, the hard photon index in the sub-TeV
to TeV bands and the sharp rising of the synchrotron component have been observed in so-called
“extreme HBLs”. The extreme HBLs usually require a hard photon index of the electron spectrum
and/or a high γmin for simple one-zone SSC models (e.g.,[24, 25]). Secondary γ-ray cascades can
be another possible origin of the emission in the GeV (to sub-TeV) band (e.g.,[14]).
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