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cases, as when imposing physical boundary conditions in two– and higher–dimensional surfaces,
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the absolute contributions of all known fields lead to a value which is off by roughly 120 orders
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new cosmological constant problem. This is very difficult to solve and we address here such issue
only indirectly, by means of some specific examples.
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1. Introduction

2. ΨDOs, zeta functions, determinants, and traces
A pseudodifferential operator A of order m on a manifold Mn is defined through its symbol
a(x, ξ ), which is a function belonging to the space Sm (Rn × Rn ) of C∞ functions such that for any
β
pair of multi-indexs α , β there exists a constant Cα ,β so that ∂ξα ∂x a(x, ξ ) ≤ Cα ,β (1 + |ξ |)m−|α | .
The definition of A is given, in the distribution sense, by
A f (x) = (2π )

−n

Z

ei<x,ξ > a(x, ξ ) fˆ(ξ ) d ξ ,

(2.1)


f is a smooth function, f ∈ S ; remember S = f ∈ C∞ (Rn ); supx |xβ ∂ α f (x)| < ∞, ∀α , β ∈ Rn ,
S ′ being the space of tempered distributions and fˆ the Fourier transform of f . When a(x, ξ ) is
a polynomial in ξ one gets a differential operator. In general, the order m can be complex. The
symbol of a ΨDO has the form a(x, ξ ) = am (x, ξ ) + am−1 (x, ξ ) + · · · + am− j (x, ξ ) + · · · , being
ak (x, ξ ) = bk (x) ξ k . a(x, ξ ) is said to be elliptic if it is invertible for large |ξ | and if there exists
a constant C such that |a(x, ξ )−1 | ≤ C(1 + |ξ |)−m , for |ξ | ≥ C. An elliptic ΨDO is one with an
elliptic symbol.
Pseudodifferential operators are useful tools, both in mathematics and in physics. They were
crucial for the proof of the uniqueness of the Cauchy problem [4] and also for the proof of the
2
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This material corresponds to my lecture, on some basic mathematics which are not sufficiently
well known in general to the theoretical physicist, and are central in order to deal, in a precise way,
with modern approaches to some outstanding processes in Quantum Field Physics and Cosmology. All those have in common the fundamental use which is done of quantum fluctuations in the
physical vacuum of the quantum field theory under consideration, be at a nano-electro-mechanical
(NEM) or at a cosmological level. This is, to start with, the beauty of such mathematical methods, that has been indeed recognized by many authors, in particular, and at the very beginning, by
Stephen Hawking in a seminal paper he wrote some thirty years ago [1].
We start by reviewing the definition of the concept of a pseudodifferential operator (ΨDO)
and of the zeta function ζA (s) associated to a ΨDO A. We continue with the definitions of the
determinant and trace of A, obtained in a unique way from the concept of Wodzicki residue. After
considering in more detail the singularity structure of the zeta function ζA (s), we address the issue
of the multiplicative (or noncommutative) anomaly (or defect) of the determinant. We then change
subject by considering a special but very important case in the zeta function family analysis, that is,
the celebrated Chowla-Selberg expansion formula (CS) and the non-trivial generalizations thereof
obtained by the author. At the last part of the paper, we addressed specific physical applications
of these mathematics to the calculation of what has become to be called the cosmo-topological
Casimir effect, that is the possible influence of the fluctuations of the quantum vacuum of some
(scalar) fields at cosmological level, coming from the non-trivial topology of our spacetime. This
is a rather old issue [2], but treated here under new eyes that connect with very recent approaches
to the problem [3]. These ideas could be at the very origin of the acceleration in the expansion
of the universe that has been observed recently and could, at least in part, be an ingredient of the
so-called dark energy component that pervades the universe we are living in.
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Atiyah-Singer index formula [5]. In quantum field theory they appear in any analytical continuation process (as complex powers of differential operators, like the Laplacian) [6]. And they
constitute nowadays the basic starting point of any rigorous formulation of quantum field theory
through microlocalization, a concept that is considered to be the most important step towards the
understanding of linear partial differential equations since the invention of distributions [7].
2.1 The zeta function
Let A a positive-definite elliptic ΨDO of positive order m ∈ R, acting on the space of smooth
sections of E, an n-dimensional vector bundle over M, a closed n-dimensional manifold. The zeta
function ζA is defined as
Re s >

j

n
≡ s0 .
m

(2.2)

where s0 = dim M/ord A is called the abscissa of convergence of ζA (s). Under these conditions, it
can be proven that ζA (s) has a meromorphic continuation to the whole complex plane C (regular
at s = 0), provided that the principal symbol of A (that is am (x, ξ )) admits a spectral cut: Lθ =
{λ ∈ C; Arg λ = θ , θ1 < θ < θ2 } , Spec A ∩ Lθ = 0/ (Agmon-Nirenberg condition). The definition
of ζA (s) depends on the position of the cut Lθ . The only possible singularities of ζA (s) are simple
poles at sk = (n − k)/m, k = 0, 1, 2, . . . , n − 1, n + 1, . . . . M. Kontsevich and S. Vishik have managed
to extend this definition to the case when m ∈ C (no spectral cut exists) [8].
2.2 The zeta determinant
Let A a ΨDO operator with a spectral decomposition: {ϕi , λi }i∈I , where I is some set of
indices. The definition of determinant starts by trying to make sense of the product ∏i∈I λi , which
can be easily transformed into a ‘sum’: ln ∏i∈I λi = ∑i∈I ln λi . From the definition of the zeta
function of A: ζA (s) = ∑i∈I λi−s , by taking the derivative at s = 0: ζA′ (0) = − ∑i∈I ln λi , we arrive to
the following definition of determinant of A [9]:


detζ A = exp −ζA′ (0) .

(2.3)

An older definition (due to Weierstrass) is obtained by subtracting in the series above (when it is
such) the leading behavior of λi as a function of i, as i → ∞, until the series ∑i∈I ln λi is made to
converge. The shortcoming is here —for physical applications— that these additional terms turn
out to be non-local and, thus, are non-admissible in any renormalization procedure [10].
In algebraic QFT, in order to write down an action in operator language one needs a functional
that replaces integration. For the Yang-Mills theory this is the Dixmier trace, which is the unique
extension of the usual trace to the ideal L (1,∞) of the compact operators T such that the partial sums
of its spectrum diverge logarithmically as the number of terms in the sum: σN (T ) ≡ ∑N−1
j=0 µ j =
O(log N), µ0 ≥ µ1 ≥ · · · The definition of the Dixmier trace of T is: Dtr T = limN→∞ log1 N σN (T ),
provided that the Cesaro means M(σ )(N) of the sequence in N are convergent as N → ∞ (remember
R
that: M( f )(λ ) = ln1λ 1λ f (u) du
u ). Then, the Hardy-Littlewood theorem can be stated in a way that
connects the Dixmier trace with the residue of the zeta function of the operator T −1 at s = 1 (see
Connes [11]): Dtr T = lims→1+ (s − 1)ζT −1 (s).
3
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ζA (s) = tr A−s = ∑ λ j−s ,
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2.3 The Wodzicki residue

2.4 The multiplicative anomaly and its implications
Given A, B and AB ΨDOs, even if ζA , ζB and ζAB exist, it turns out that, in general, detζ (AB) 6=
detζ A detζ B. The multiplicative (or noncommutative) anomaly (or defect) is defined as:

detζ (AB)
′
δ (A, B) = ln
= −ζAB
(0) + ζA′ (0) + ζB′ (0).
detζ A detζ B


Wodzicki’s formula for the multiplicative anomaly [12, 14, 15]:
n
o
res [ln σ (A, B)]2
δ (A, B) =
, σ (A, B) := Aord B B−ord A .
2 ord A ord B (ord A + ord B)

(2.4)

(2.5)

At the level of Quantum Mechanics (QM), where it was originally introduced by Feynman, the
path-integral approach is just an alternative formulation of the theory. In QFT it is much more than
this, being in many ocassions the actual formulation of QFT [16]. In short, consider the Gaussian
 R



±
R
Φ(x) + · · · −→ det
, and assume
functional integration [dΦ] exp − d D x Φ† (x)
! that

A1 A2
the operator matrix has the following structure (being each Ai an operator):
−→
A3 A4
!
A
, where the last expression is the result of diagonalizing the operator matrix. A question
B
now arises. What is the determinant of the operator matrix: det(AB) or det A · det B? This has been
very much on discussion [17, 18]).
2.5 A word on determinants
Many fundamental calculations of QFT reduce, in essence, to the computation of the determinant of some suitable operator: at one-loop order, any such theory reduces in fact to a theory of
determinants. The operators involved are pseudodifferential (ΨDO), in loose terms ‘some analytic
√
functions of differential operators’ (such as 1 + D or log(1 + D), but not log D). This is explained
in detail in [19]. It is surprising that this seems not to be a main subject of study among mathematicians. I am referring to the determinants that involve in its definition some kind of regularization
4
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The Wodzicki (or noncommutative) residue [12] is the only extension of the Dixmier trace to
the ΨDOs which are not in L (1,∞) . It is the only trace one can define in the algebra of ΨDOs (up
to a multiplicative constant), its definition being: res A = 2 Ress=0 tr(A∆−s ), with ∆ the Laplacian.
It satisfies the trace condition: res (AB) = res (BA). A very important property is that it can be
R
expressed as an integral (local form) res A = S∗ M tr a−n (x, ξ ) d ξ with S∗ M ⊂ T ∗ M the co-sphere
bundle on M (some authors put a coefficient in front of the integral: Adler-Manin residue).
If dim M = n = − ord A (M compact Riemann, A elliptic, n ∈ N) it coincides with the Dixmier
trace, and one has Ress=1 ζA (s) = 1n res A−1 . The Wodzicki residue continues to make sense for
ΨDOs of arbitrary order and, even if the symbols a j (x, ξ ), j < m, are not invariant under coordinate
choice, their integral is, and defines a trace. All residua at poles of the zeta function of a ΨDO can
be easily obtained from the Wodzciki residue [13].
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(related to operators that are not trace-class). This piece of calculus falls outside the scope of the
standard disciplines and even many physically oriented mathematicians know little about this. The
subject has many things in common with divergent series but lacks any reference comparable to
the book of Hardy [20]. Actually, this question was already addressed by Weierstrass in a way not
without problems, since it leads to non-local contributions that cannot be given a physical meaning
in QFT. For completion, let us mention the well established theories of determinants for degenerate
operators, for trace-class operators in the Hilbert space, Fredholm operators, etc. [21]
2.6 On the method of zeta-function regularization

∂M

tions: Rab − 12 gab R + Λgab = 8π GTab , Tab being the energy-momentum tensor of the matter fields,
Tab = 2 √1−g δδ gLabm . The path-integral formalism provides a way to deal ‘perturbatively’ with QFT in
curved spacetime backgrounds [22]. First, through a rotation in the complex plane one defines an
Euclidean action: iS −→ −Ŝ. One can also easily introduce the finite temperature formalism by
the substitution t2 − t1 = iβ , which yields the partition function Z = ∑n e−β En . If one now adheres
to the principle that the Feynman propagator is obtained as the limit for β → ∞ of the thermal
propagator, we have shown [24] that the usual principal-part prescription in the zeta-function regularization method need not be imposed any more as an additional assumption, since it follows from
this more general and natural principle. Next comes the stationary phase approach (also called
one-loop or WKB), for calculating the path integral, which consists in expanding around a fixed
background: g = g0 + ḡ, φ = φ0 + φ̄ , and leads to the following expansion in the Euclidean metric: Ŝ[g, φ ] = Ŝ[g0 , φ0 ] + S2 [ḡ, φ̄ ] + · · · This is most suitably expressed in terms of determinants (for
bosonic, resp. fermionic fields) of the kind (here A, B are the relevant (pseudo)differential operators

−1


1
1
in the corresponding Lagrangian): ∆φ = det 2πµ
A
,
∆
=
det
B
, optimally computed
ψ
2
2µ 2
with zeta techniques.
Now, for its application in practice [25], the method of zeta regularization relies on the existence of simple formulas that give the analytic continuation of ζ (s) from the region of the complex
plane extending to the right of the abscissa of convergence, Re s > s0 , to the rest of it [26, 27, 28].
These are not only the reflection formula, but also some other expressions, as Jacobi’s theta function
identity, Poisson’s and Plana’s resummation formulae, and the Chowla-Selberg formula. But some
of these expressions are often restricted to specific cases, and their explicit derivation is usually
5
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Hawkwing introduced zeta-function regularization [1] to deal with infinities in QFT in curved
spacetime [16, 22, 23]. One could try to deal with Quantum Gravity using the canonical approach,
by defining an arrow of time and working on the space-like hypersurfaces perpendicular to it, with
equal time commutation relations, but: (i) There are many topologies of the space-time manifold
that are not a product R×M3 . (ii) Such non-product topologies are sometimes very interesting. (iii)
What does it mean ‘equal time’ in the presence of Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle?
R
One thus turns naturally towards path-integrals: < g2 , φ2 , S2 |g1 , φ1 , S1 >= D[g, φ ] eiS[g,φ ] ,
where g j denotes the spacetime metric, φ j are matter fields, S j general spacetime surfaces (S j =
M j ∪ ∂ M j ), D a measure over all possible ‘paths’ leading from the j = 1 to the j = 2 values of
R
R
√
√
the intervening magnitudes, and S is the action: S = 161π G (R − 2Λ) −g d 4 x + Lm −g d 4 x,
R being the curvature, Λ the cc, g the determinant of the metric, and Lm the Lagrangian of the
matter fields. Stationarity of S under the BCs δ g|∂ M = 0, ~n ·~∂ δ g
= 0, leads to Einstein’s equa-
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E/µ = ∑hϕi , (H/µ )ϕi i = Trζ H/µ = ∑ λi /µ =
i∈I

i∈I

∑(λi /µ )−s
i∈I

= ζH/µ (−1),

(2.6)

s=−1

where ζA is the zeta function corresponding to the operator A, and the equalities are in the sense
of analytic continuation (generically, A is not of the trace class).1 Note that the formal sum over
the eigenvalues is usually ill defined, and that the last step involves analytic continuation. A regularization parameter µ with dimensions of mass appears in the process, to render the eigenvalues
dimensionless, so that the zeta function can be defined! We shall not discuss these basic details
here, which are just at the starting point of the whole renormalization procedure).
2.7 The Casimir energy
In fact things do not turn out to be so simple. One cannot assign a meaning to the absolute value
of the zero-point energy, and any physical effect is an energy difference between two situations,
such as a quantum field in curved space as compared with the same field in flat space, or one
satisfying BCs on some surface as compared with the same in its absence, etc. This difference is

the Casimir energy: EC = E0BC − E0 = 12 tr H BC − tr H . But here a problem appears. Imposing
mathematical boundary conditions (BCs) on physical quantum fields turns out to be a highly nontrivial act. This was discussed in detail in a paper by Deutsch and Candelas [34]. These authors
quantized em and scalar fields in the region near an arbitrary smooth boundary, and calculated
the renormalized vacuum expectation value of the stress-energy tensor, to find out that the energy
1 The reader should be warned that this ζ −trace is actually no trace in the usual sense. In particular, it is highly
non-linear, as often explained by the author elsewhere [33]. Some colleagues are unaware of this fact, which has lead to
important mistakes and erroneous conclusions too often.

6
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involved [27]. A fundamental property shared by all zeta functions is the existence of a reflection
formula. For the Riemann zeta function: Γ(s/2)ζ (s) = π s−1/2 Γ(1 − s/2)ζ (1 − s). For a generic
zeta function, Z(s), we may write it as: Z(ω − s) = F(ω , s)Z(s). It allows for its analytic continuation in an easy way —what is, in simple cases, the whole story of the zeta function regularization
procedure. But the analytically continued expression thus obtained is just another series, which
has again a slow convergence behavior, of power series type (the same of the original series, on its
convergence domain). S. Chowla and A. Selberg found a formula [29] for the Epstein zeta function
in two dimensions, that yields exponentially quick convergence everywhere. In [30] a first attempt
was done to try to extend it to inhomogeneous forms; later, to higher dimensions [19, 31], both
for the homogeneous (quadratic form) and non-homogeneous (quadratic plus affine form) cases.
However, some of the new formulas (remarkably the ones corresponding to the zero-mass case,
e.g., the original CS framework) were not explicit, and involved solving a non-trivial recurrence,
that was solved in [32] and explicit formulas where obtained. Aside from the quadratic case, the
linear one is also important for its many applications (system of harmonic oscillators or a multidimensional one). The most general linear zeta function studied is the Barnes’ one. Again, many
explicit expressions are missing here, as for its derivative in the general case.
Assume the Hamiltonian operator, H, has a spectral decomposition of the form (think of a
quantum harmonic oscillator): {λi , ϕi }i∈I , being I some set of indices (which can be discrete,
continuous, mixed, multiple, . . . ). Then, the quantum vacuum energy is obtained as: [27]
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3. On the topology and curvature of space
The Friedmann-Robertson-Walker (FRW) model, which can be derived as the only family of
solutions to the Einstein’s equations compatible with the assumptions of homogeneity and isotropy
of space, is the generally accepted model of the cosmos. But the FRW is a family with a free
parameter, k, the curvature, that can be either positive, negative or zero (the flat or Euclidean case).
This curvature, or equivalently the curvature radius, R, is not fixed by the theory and should be
matched with cosmological observations. Moreover, the FRW model, and Einstein’s equations
themselves, can only provide local properties, not global ones, so they cannot tell about the overall
topology of our world: is it closed or open? finite or infinite? Even being quite clear that it
is, in any case, extremely large —and possibly the human species will never reach more than an
infinitesimally tiny part of it— the question is very appealing to any (note that this discussion
concerns only three-dimensional space curvature and topology, time will not be involved).
3.1 On the curvature
Serious attempts to measure the possible curvature of the space we live in go back to Gauss,
who measured the sum of the three angles of a big triangle with vertices on the picks of three
far away mountains (Brocken, Inselberg, and Hohenhagen). He was looking for evidence that the
geometry of space is non-Euclidean. The idea was brilliant, but condemned to failure: one needs
a much bigger triangle to try to find the possible non-zero curvature of space. Now cosmologist
have recently measured the curvature radius R by using the largest triangle available, namely one
7
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density diverges as the boundary is approached. Therefore, regularization and renormalization did
not seem to cure the problem with infinities in this case and an infinite physical energy was obtained
if the mathematical BCs were to be fulfilled. However, the authors argued that surfaces have
non-zero depth, and its value could be taken as a handy dimensional cutoff in order to regularize
the infinities. Just two years after Deutsch and Candelas’ work, Kurt Symanzik carried out a
rigorous analysis of QFT in the presence of boundaries [35]. Prescribing the value of the quantum
field on a boundary means using the Schrödinger representation, and Symanzik was able to show
rigorously that such representation exists to all orders in the perturbative expansion. He showed
also that the field operator being diagonalized in a smooth hypersurface differs from the usual
renormalized one by a factor that diverges logarithmically when the distance to the hypersurface
goes to zero. This requires a precise limiting procedure and point splitting. The issue was proven by
him to be meaningful within the domains of renormalized QFT. Here the BCs and the hypersurfaces
themselves were treated at a pure mathematical level (zero depth) by using Dirac delta functions.
Recently, a new approach has been postulated [36]. BCs on a field, φ , are enforced on a
surface, S, by introducing a scalar potential, σ , of Gaussian shape. When the Gaussian becomes a
delta, the BCs (Dirichlet here) are enforced: the delta-shaped potential kills all modes of φ at the
surface. For the rest, the quantum system undergoes a full-fledged QFT renormalization, as in the
case of Symanzik’s. The results confirm those of [34] in the several models studied albeit they do
not seem to agree with those of [35]. They seem to be also in contradiction with the ones quoted
in the usual textbooks and review articles dealing with the Casimir effect [37], where no infinite
energy density when approaching the Casimir plates has been reported.
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with us at one vertex and with the other two on the hot opaque surface of the ionized hydrogen that
delimits our visible universe and emits the CMB radiation (some 3 to 4 ×105 years after the Big
Bang) [38]. The CMB maps exhibit hot and cold spots. It can be shown that the characteristic spot
angular size corresponds to the first peak of the temperature power spectrum, which is reached for
an angular size of .5o (approximately the one subtended by the Moon) if space is flat. If it has a
positive curvature, spots should be larger (with a corresponding displacement of the position of the
peak), and correspondingly smaller for negative curvature. The joint analysis of the considerable
amount of data obtained during the last years by balloon experiments (BOOMERanG, MAXIMA,
DASI) [39, 40], combined with galaxy clustering data, produced a lower bound for |R| > 20h−1 Gpc,
i.e. twice as large as the radius of the observable universe, of about RU ≃ 9h−1 Gpc.

Let us repeat that GR does not prescribe the topology of the universe, or its being finite or not,
and the universe could perfectly be flat and finite. The simplest non-trivial model from the theoretical viewpoint is the toroidal topology. Traces for this and more elaborated ones, as negatively
curved but compact spaces, have been profusely investigated, and some circles in the sky with near
identical temperature patterns were identified [41]. And yet more papers appear from time to time
proposing a new topology [42]. However, to summarize all these efforts and the observational situation, and once the numerical data are interpreted without bias (what sometimes was not the case,
and led to erroneous conclusions), it seems at present that available data point towards a very large
(we may call it infinite) flat space.

4. Vacuum energy fluctuations and the cosmological constant
The issue of the cc has got renewed thrust from the observational evidence of an acceleration
in the expansion of our Universe, initially reported by two different groups [43]. There was some
controversy on the reliability of the results obtained from those observations and on its precise
interpretation, by a number of different reasons. Anyway, after new data has been gathered, there
is now consensus among the community of cosmologists that, in fact, an acceleration is there, and
that it has the order of magnitude obtained in the above mentioned observations [44, 45, 46]. As a
consequence, many theoreticians have urged to try to explain this fact, and also to try to reproduce
the precise value of the cc coming from these observations [47, 48, 49].
Now, as crudely stated by Weinberg [50], it is even more difficult to explain why the cc is
so small but non-zero, than to build theoretical models where it exactly vanishes [51]. Rigorous
calculations performed in quantum field theory on the vacuum energy density, ρV , corresponding
to quantum fluctuations of the fields we observe in nature, lead to values that are over 120 orders of
magnitude in excess of those allowed by observations of the space-time around us. Energy always
gravitates, therefore the energy density of the vacuum, more precisely, the vacuum expectation
value of the stress-energy tensor hTµν i ≡ −E gµν appears on the rhs of Einstein’s equations: Rµν −
1
2 gµν R = −8π G(T̃µν − E gµν ). It affects cosmology: T̃µν contains excitations above the vacuum,
and is equivalent to a cc λ = 8π GE . Recent observations yield [52]

λobs = (2.14 ± 0.13 × 10−3 eV)4
8

∼ 4.32 × 10−9 erg/cm3
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3.2 On the topology
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It is an old idea that the cc gets contributions from zero point fluctuations [2]
E0 =

h̄ c
ωn ,
2 ∑
n

ω = k2 + m2 /h̄2 , k = 2π /λ .

(4.1)

5. Vacuum energy contribution in different models
5.1 Simple model with large and small compactified dimensions
We assume the existence of a scalar field extending through the universe and calculate the contribution to the cc from the Casimir energy density of this field, for some typical BCs. Ultraviolet
contributions will be safely set to zero by some mechanism of a fundamental theory. Another hypothesis will be the existence of both large and small dimensions (the total number of large spatial
coordinates being always three), some of which may be compactified, so that the global topology
of the universe will play an important role. There is a quite extensive literature both in the subject
of what is the global topology of spatial sections of the universe [53] and also on the issue of the
possible contribution of the Casimir effect as a source of some sort of cosmic energy, as in the
case of the creation of a neutron star [54]. There are arguments that favor different topologies, as
a compact hyperbolic manifold for the spatial section, what would have clear observational consequences [55]. Other interesting work along these lines was reported in [25] and related ideas have
been discussed very recently in [56]. However, we differ from all those in that emphasis is put
now in obtaining the right order of magnitude for the effect. At the present stage it has no sense to
consider the whole amount of possibilities concerning the nature of the field, the different models
for the topology of the universe, and the different BCs possible, with its effect on the sign of the
force too. This is left to a second, more detailed analysis. From previous results [27] we know that
the range of orders of magnitude of the vacuum energy density for the most common possibilities
is not so widespread, and may only differ by at most a couple of digits. This will allow us, both for
9
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Evaluating in a box and putting a cut-off at maximum kmax corresponding to reliable QFT physics
4
(e.g., the Planck energy): ρ ∼ h̄ kPlanck
/16π 2 ∼ 10123 ρobs .
Assuming one will be able to prove (in the future) that the ground value of the cc is zero (as
many suspected until recently), we will be left with this incremental value coming from the topology or BCs. This sort of two-step approach to the cc is becoming more and more popular recently
as a way to try to solve this very difficult issue [3]. We have seen, using different examples, that
this value acquires in fact the correct order of magnitude —corresponding to the one coming from
the observed acceleration in the expansion of our universe— under some reasonable conditions.
We put forward a quite simple and primitive idea (but, for the same reason, of possibly far reaching consequences), related with the global topology of the universe [53] and in connection with
the possibility that a faint scalar field pervading the universe could exist. Fields of this kind are
ubiquitous in inflationary models, quintessence theories, and the like. In other words, we do not
pretend to solve the old problem of the cc, not even to contribute significantly to its understanding,
but just to present simple and usual models which show that the right order of magnitude of (some
contributions to) ρV which lie in the precise range deduced from the astrophysical observations are
not difficult to get. To say it in different words, we only address here the ’second stage’ of what
has been termed by Weinberg [50] the new cc problem.
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the sake of simplicity and universality, to deal with two simple situations, corresponding to a scalar
field with periodic BCs or spherically compactified. As explained in [57], most cases with usual
BCs reduce to those, from a mathematical viewpoint.
Consider a universe with a space-time of one of the following types: Rd+1 × T p × Tq , Rd+1 ×
which are actually plausible models for the space-time topology. Here, d ≥ 0 stands
for a possible number of non-compactified dimensions. Recall the physical contribution to the vacuum or zero-point energy < 0|H|0 > is obtained by subtracting the vacuum energy corresponding
to the situation with the only change that compactification is absent (in practice this is done by
conveniently sending the compactification radii to infinity). As well known, both of these vacuum
energies are in fact infinite, but it is its difference EC = < 0|H|0 >|R − < 0|H|0 >|R→∞ (R a typical
compactification length) that makes physical sense, giving rise to the finite value of the Casimir energy EC . Renormalization must be then carried out. In fact we will discuss the Casimir (or vacuum)
energy density, ρC = EC /V , which can account for either a finite or an infinite volume of the spatial
section of the universe (from now on we shall assume that all diagonalizations already correspond
to energy densities, volume factors are replaced at the end). In terms of the spectrum {λn } of H:
< 0|H|0 >= 12 ∑n λn , where the sum over n is over the whole spectrum, which may involve several
continuum and several discrete indices. The last appear tipically when compactifying the space
coordinates (much as time compactification gives rise to a finite-temperature field theory), as in
the cases we are going to consider. Thus, integration over d continuous dimensions and multiple
summations over p + q indices appear (for a pedagogical description, see [57]).
T p × Sq , . . .,

1
S=
2

Z



√
d 4 x −g gµν ∂µ φ ∂ν φ + (m2 + ξ R)φ 2 ,

(5.1)

will be denoted by ρφ (this is just the contribution to ρV coming from this field, there might be
1/2
other, in general), ρφ = 12 ∑i λi = 12 ∑k µ1 k2 + M 2
, where the sum ∑k is a generalized one,
2
2
M = m + ξ R is an effective mass term, and µ is the usual mass-dimensional parameter to render
the eigenvalues dimensionless (the renormalization parameter; we take h̄ = c = 1). The mass m
of the field will be here considered to be arbitrarily small but different from zero, for now, for
computational reasons —as well as for physical ones, since a very tiny mass for the field can never
be excluded [58, 59]. Our model is stationary, while the universe is expanding. A more careful
calculation shows that this effect can actually be dismissed at the level of order of magnitude,
since its value cannot surpass the one that we will get (as is seen from the present value of the
expansion rate ∆R/R ∼ 10−10 per year or from direct consideration of the Hubble coefficient).
Recent considerations on the dynamical Casimir effect may be important in a future, more detailed
analysis [60]. For simplicity we perform a static calculation. As a consequence, the values obtained
correspond to the present epoch.
Let us write down in detail the formulas corresponding to the two first topologies, as described
10
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The physical vacuum energy density in our case, where the contribution of a scalar field φ
living in a partly compactified spatial section of the universe is considered, with
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above. For a (p, q)-toroidal universe, with p the number of ‘large’ and q of ‘small’ dimensions:
" 
2 q 
2 #1/2
Z ∞
p
∞
∞
2
π
n
2
π −d/2
π
m
j
h
ρφ = d
dk kd−1∑
∑ ∑ a j +∑ bh + M 2
2 Γ(d/2) ∏ pj=1 a j ∏qh=1 bh 0
n p =−∞ mq =−∞ j=1
h=1
!(d+1)/2+1
∞
1
1 p 2 1 q 2
∼ p q
n + 2 ∑ mh + M 2
,
(5.2)
∑
2 ∑ j
a b n p ,m
a
b h=1
j=1
q =−∞

where Pq−1 (l) is a polynomial in l of degree q − 1. On dealing with our observable universe, we
assume that d = 3 − p, the number of non-compactified, ‘large’ spatial dimensions (thus, no d
dependence will remain). All these expressions for ρφ need to be regularized and we use the zeta
function method, as previously explained.
We will use zeta function regularization, taking advantage of the very powerful equalities
that have been derived by the author [19, 24], and which reduce the enormous burden of such
computations to the easy application of some formulas. For the sake of completeness, let us very
briefly summarize how this works [61, 57]. We deal here only with the case when the spectrum
of the Hamiltonian operator is known explicitly. Going back to the most general expressions of
the Casimir energy corresponding to this case, we replace the exponents in them with a complex
variable, s, thus obtaining the zeta function associated with the operator as:
 2
−s/2
1
k + M2
ζ (s) = ∑
.
(5.4)
2 k
µ2
The next step is to perform the analytic continuation of the zeta function from a domain of the
complex s-plane with Re s big enough (where it is perfectly defined by this sum) to the point
s = −1, to obtain: ρφ = ζ (−1). The effectiveness of this method has been sufficiently described
before (see, e.g., [27]). As we know from precise Casimir calculations in those references, no
further subtraction or renormalization is needed in the cases here considered, in order to obtain the
physical value for the vacuum energy density (there is actually a subtraction at infinity taken into
account, as carefully described above, but it is of null value, and no renormalization, not even a
finite one, very common to other frameworks, applies here).
Using the formulas [19] that generalize the well-known Chowla-Selberg expression to the
situations considered above, Eqs. (5.2) and (5.3) —namely, multidimensional, massive cases— we
11
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where the last formula corresponds to the case when all large (resp. all small) compactification
scales are the same. In this last expression the squared mass of the field should be divided by 4π 2 µ 2 ,
but we have renamed it again M 2 to simplify the ensuing formulas. We also will not take care
for the moment of the mass-dim factor µ in other places since formulas would get unnecessarily
complicated and there is no problem in recovering it at the end of the calculation. For a (p-toroidal,
q-spherical)-universe,
" 
#1/2
2
Z ∞
p
∞
∞
2
π
n
Q
π −d/2
(l)
j
2
ρφ = d
dk kd−1 ∑ ∑ Pq−1 (l) ∑
+ 2 + M2
a
b
2 Γ(d/2) ∏ pj=1 a j bq 0
j
n p =−∞ l=1
j=1
!(d+1)/2+1
∞
∞
1
4π 2 p 2 l(l + q)
∼ p q ∑ ∑ Pq−1 (l)
nj +
+ M2
,
(5.3)
2
a b n p =−∞ l=1
a2 ∑
b
j=1
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p  
∞
∞
∑hj=1 n2j
2π s/2+1
p h
ζ (s) = p−(s+1)/2 q−(s−1)/2
∑ ∑ 2∑
a
b
Γ(s/2) mq =−∞ h=0 h nh =1 ∑qk=1 m2k + M 2
v

!
u h
q
u
2
π
a
t n2
×K(s−1)/2 
∑ j ∑ m2k + M 2  ,
b
j=1
k=1

!(s−1)/4
(5.5)

where Kν (z) is the modified Bessel function of the second kind. Having performed already the
analytic continuation, this expression is ready for the substitution s = −1, and yields
v

s
!
u h
q
p  
q
∞
∞
2 + M2
u
m
1
2
π
a
∑k=1 k
p
t n2
ρφ = − p q+1 ∑ h 2h ∑ ∑
K1 
m2k + M 2  (.5.6)
∑
∑
j
h
2
a b
b
∑ j=1 n j
nh =1 mq =−∞
j=1
h=0
k=1

Now, from the behaviour of the function Kν (z) for small values of its argument, Kν (z) ∼ 12 Γ(ν )(z/2)−ν ,
z → 0, we obtain, in the case when M is not large,



p  
∞
M
1 
2π a
p h
M +∑
2 ∑ q
ρφ = − p q+1 M K1
h

a b
b
nh =1 ∑hj=1 n2j
h=0
v


u h
 p


u
2
π
a
2π a p
2
t
2
2


×K1
M ∑ n j + O q 1 + M K1
1+M
.
(5.7)
b
b
j=1
The only presence of the mass-dim parameter µ is as M/µ everywhere. This does not affect the
small-M limit, M/µ << b/a. Inserting now in the expression the h̄ and c factors, we finally get
"
#



p  
h̄c
2π a
p h
ρφ = −
1+ ∑
2 α + O qK1
,
(5.8)
h
2π a p+1 bq
b
h=0

where α is some finite, computable constant obtained as an explicit geometric sum in the limit
M → 0. It is remarkable that we obtain a well defined limit, independent of M 2 , provided M 2 is not
large: a physically nice situation turns out to correspond to the mathematically rigorous case. This
is the expression one gets not just for the model considered, but for many cases, corresponding to
12
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can provide arbitrarily accurate results for different values of the compactification radii. However,
as argued above we only aim here at matching the order of magnitude of the Casimir value and,
thus, we shall just deal with the most simple cases of Eqs. (5.2) or (5.3), which yield the same
orders of magnitude as the rest of them). Also in accordance with this observation, we notice that
among the models here considered and which lead to the values that will be obtained below, there
are in particular the very important typical cases of isotropic universes with the spherical topology.
As all our discussion here is in terms of orders of magnitude and not of precise values with small
errors, all these cases are included on equal footing. But, on the other hand, it has no sense to
present a lengthy calculation dealing in detail with all the possible spatial geometries. Anyhow, all
these calculations can indeed be done, and are very similar to the one here, as has been described
in detail elsewhere [25, 27].
For the analytic continuation of the zeta function corresponding to (5.2), we obtain:[19]
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different fields, topologies, and BCs —aside from the sign in front of the formula, that may change
with the number of compactified dimensions and the nature of the BCs (in particular, for Dirichlet
BCs one gets a value in the same order of magnitude but of opposite sign).
5.2 Numerical results

ρφ
b = lP
b = 10 lP
b = 102 lP
b = 103 lP
b = 104 lP
b = 105 lP

p=0
10−13
10−14
10−15
10−16
10−17
10−18

p=1
10−6
[10−8 ]
[10−10 ]
10−12
10−14
10−16

p=2
1
10−3
10−6
[10−9 ]
10−12
10−15

p=3
105
10
10−3
(10−7 )
(10−11 )
10−15

Table 1: Orders of magnitude of the vacuum energy density contribution, ρφ , of a massless scalar field to the cc, ρV , for
p large compactified dimensions and q = p + 1 small compactified dimensions, p = 0, . . . , 3, for different values of the
small compactification length, b, proportional to the Planck length lP . In brackets, values that better match the observed
cc result, and in parenthesis the otherwise closest approximations.

By replacing all these values in Eq. (5.8), we obtain the results listed in Table 1, for the orders
of magnitude of the vacuum energy density corresponding to a sample of different numbers of
compactified (large and small) dimensions and for different values of the small compactification
length in terms of the Planck length. Notice again that the total number of large space dimensions
is three, as corresponds to our observable universe. As we see from Table 1, good coincidence with
the observational value for the cc is obtained for the contribution of a massless scalar field, ρφ , for
p large compactified dimensions and q = p + 1 small compactified dimensions, p = 0, . . . , 3, and
13
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For the most common variants, the constant α in (5.8) has been calculated to be of order 102 ,
and the whole factor, in brackets, of the first term in (5.8) has a value of order 107 . This shows the
value of a precise calculation, as the one undertaken here, together with the fact that just a naive
consideration of the dependencies of ρφ on the powers of the compactification radii, a and b, is not
enough in order to obtain the correct result. Notice, moreover, the non-trivial change in the power
dependencies from going from Eq. (5.7) to Eq. (5.8).
For the compactification radii at small scales, b, we shall simply take the magnitude of the
Planck length, b ∼ lP(lanck) , while the typical value for the large scales, a, will be the present size
of the observable universe, a ∼ RU . With this choice, the order of the quotient a/b in the argument
of K1 is a/b ∼ 1060 . Thus, we see immediately that, in fact, the final expression for the vacuum
energy density is completely independent of the mass M of the field, provided this is very small
(eventually zero). In fact, since the last term in Eq. (5.8) is exponentially vanishing, for large
arguments of the Bessel function K1 , this contribution is zero, for all practical purposes, what is
already a very nice result. Taken in ordinary units (and after tracing back all the transformations
suffered by the mass term M) the actual bound on the mass of the scalar field is M ≤ 1.2 × 10−32
eV, that is, physically zero, since it is lower by several orders of magnitude than any bound coming
from the more usual SUSY theories −where in fact scalar fields with low masses of the order of
that of the lightest neutrino do show up [48], which may have observable implications.
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this for values of the small compactification length, b, of the order of 100 to 1000 times the Planck
length lP . Full agreement is obtained only for cases where there is exactly one small compactified
dimension in excess of the number of large compactified dimensions. We must point out that the
p large and q small dimensions are not all that are supposed to exist (in that case p should be at
least, and at most, 3 and the other cases would lack any physical meaning). In fact, as we have
pointed out before, p and q refer to the compactified dimensions only, but there may be other, noncompactifed dimensions (exactly 3 − p in the case of the ‘large’ ones), what translates into a slight
modification of the formulas above, but does not change the order of magnitude of the final numbers
obtained, assuming the most common BCs for the non-compactified dimensions (see e.g. [27] for
an explanation of this technical point). In particular, the cases of pure spherical compactification
and of mixed toroidal (for small magnitudes) and spherical (for big ones) compactification can
be treated in this way and yield results in the same order of magnitude range. Both these cases
correspond to (observational) isotropic spatial geometries. Also to be remarked again is the nontriviality of these calculations, when carried out exactly, as done here, to the last expression, what
is apparent from the use of the generalized Chowla-Selberg formula. Simple power counting is
unable to provide the correct order of magnitude of the results.
Dimensionally speaking, within the global approach adopted in the present paper everything
is dictated, in the end, by the two basic lengths in the problem, which are its Planck value and the
radius of the observable Universe. Just by playing with these numbers in the context of this precise
calculation of the Casimir effect, we have shown that the observed value of ρV may be remarkably
well fitted, under general hypothesis, for the most common models of the space-time topology.
Notice also that the most precise fits with the observational value of the cc are obtained for b
between b = 100 lP and b = 1000 lP , with (1,2) and (2,3) compactified dimensions, respectively.
The fact that the value obtained for the cc is so sensitive to the input may be viewed as a drawback
but also, on the contrary, as a very positive feature of our model. For one, the Table 1 has a sharp
discriminating power. In other words, there is in fact no tuning of a ‘free parameter’ in our model
and the number of large compactified dimensions could have been fixed beforehand, to respect
what we know already of our observable universe.
Also, it proves that the observational value is not easy at all to obtain. Table 1 itself proves
that there is only very little chance of getting the right figure (a truly narrow window, since very
easily we are off by several orders of magnitude). In fact, if we trust this value with the statistics
at hand, we can undoubtedly claim −through use of the model− that the ones so clearly picked
up by Table 1 are the only two possible configurations of our observable universe (together with a
couple more coming from corresponding spherical compactifications). And all them correspond to
a marginally closed universe, in full agreement too with other completely independent analysis of
the observational data [45, 43].
Many questions may be posed to the simple models presented here, as concerning the dynamics of the scalar field, its couplings with gravity and other fields, a possible non-symmetrical
behaviour with respect to the large and small dimensions, or the relevance of vacuum polarization (see [62] concerning this last point). Above we have already argued that they can be proven
to have little influence on the final numerical result (cf., in particular, the mass obtained for the
scalar field in [58], extremely close to our own result, and the corresponding discussion there).
From the very existence and specific properties of the cosmic microwave radiation (CMB) −which
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