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Near prospects for flavour physics
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• A measurement of the Bs mixing phase, φs , in B0s → J/ψ(µ µ)φ (KK) decays;
• A measurement of the Unitarity Triangle (UT) angle γ in the processes mediated by tree
diagrams using both time-integrated and time-dependent CP-violation measurements. These
include studies of decays of the type B+ → D0 K + , B0d → D0 K ∗0 , B0d → D(∗) π and B0s → Ds K;
• A measurement of the UT angle γ in loop mediated processes. The B0d,s → h+ h− family of
decays, where h stands for a pion or kaon, has decay rates with sizable contribution from
penguin diagrams, making them sensitive to NP effects in penguin loops;
• A search for the super-rare B0s → µ + µ − decay;
• A test of the V −A helicity structure of the weak interaction in loop mediated B0d → K ∗0 µ + µ −
decays;
• A search for CP-violating asymmetries in charm decays.

1. Performance of the LHC detectors validated with data
The key features of detector performance relevant to heavy flavour physics are excellent vertex
and impact parameter resolution, high track reconstruction and particle identification efficiency,
superior mass resolution, proper time resolution and flavour tagging, and a flexible trigger which
effectively selects particles produced in the decays of heavy flavours.
Vertexing and tracking
The large Impact Parameter (IP) of the track with respect to the interaction vertex is a distinctive feature to identify heavy flavour particle decays. Amongst the LHC detectors, the best IP
resolution has been achieved by LHCb [4] as shown in Figure 1 (left). The resolution of 14 µm
in the highest Pt bin agrees very well with the Monte Carlo expectation. Closely related to the IP
2
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The goal of this summary is to give a brief overview of the prospects in the near future (∼5
years for discovering New Physics (NP) in heavy flavour decays using indirect methods. For the
next few years, at least, flavour physics will be dominated by the LHC. Already it is possible
to give reliable predictions of the reach of the LHC flavour physics programme, thanks to the
excellent start-up of the machine and the good performance demonstrated by the detectors [1, 2,
3, 4]. Large samples of high quality data are being accumulated at the LHC. These samples will
substantially increase the sensitivity of indirect searches for NP in processes mediated by loop
diagrams. Moreover, besides providing a further increase of accuracy in already well measured
parameters, a new class of observables should soon become accessible. These observables will
allow very stringent tests of the Standard Model (SM) to be performed separately in box diagrams
and in penguin diagrams, involving quarks of all three generations. These tests require thorough
exploration of both the beauty and the charm sector.
A search strategy is being developed on an illustrative set of "key measurements" sensitive to
the phases and couplings of NP and even to their helicity structure. The main objectives addressed
by flavour physics experiments include:
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Figure 2: The left hand plot shows the two-dimensional distribution of the ATLAS primary vertex resolution
in the X-Y transversal plane. The right hand histogram shows the CMS primary vertex resolution in the X
projection versus the number of tracks originated from the vertex.

resolution is the vertex resolution which is a quantity crucial for the proper time reconstruction and
for separating vertices from multiple interactions. Vertex resolutions have been measured by randomly splitting all reconstructed tracks into two subsets and by reconstructing vertices from each
of the subsets. For a typical pp vertex producing 25 tracks the LHCb resolution has been found to
be 15 µm in transverse plane, as shown in Figure 1 (right), and 75 µm along the beam line [4]. The
primary vertex resolutions achieved by ATLAS [2] and CMS [3] are shown in Figure 2 (left) and
(right) correspondingly. For primary vertices reconstructed from more than 10 tracks with average
Pt > 1.2 GeV the resolution is close to 20µm in transverse plane as demonstrated by CMS.
Recent progress in the spectrometer alignment and calibration of the momentum resolution is
reflected in the improved agreement between data and Monte Carlo for the invariant mass resolution
measured for selected benchmark decays. Various B hadron species, as reconstructed by LHCb in
J/ψX final states [5, 6] are shown in Figure 3. The signal-to-background ratio is comparable to
similar signals seen at the B-factories in the e+ e− environment. The invariant mass resolution for
the golden Bs → J/ψφ decay is as good as 7 MeV/c2 . Somewhat worse invariant mass resolutions
of 26 MeV/c2 [7] and 16 MeV/c2 [8] have been demonstrated by the ATLAS and CMS detectors
respectively, as shown in Figure 4. As expected, in the relatively low momentum region of the J/ψ
decay products in ATLAS and CMS compared to LHCb multiple scattering dominates the invariant
3
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Figure 1: The left hand histogram shows the LHCb primary vertex resolution in the X- and Y projections
versus the number of tracks originated from the vertex. The right hand histogram shows the LHCb IPX
resolution as a function of 1/Pt .
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mass resolution leading to a modest degradation.

Figure 4: The J/ψφ invariant mass distributions in the Bs region as achieved by ATLAS (left) and CMS
(right).

Particle identification

Figure 5: The histogram shows the LHCb RICH π/K separation performance as a function of the track
momentum for data (left) and Monte Carlo (right).

Excellent identification of leptons and hadrons is fundamental for the reconstruction of heavy
flavour decays. The LHCb RICH detectors provide unique capability to separate between protons,
kaons and pions in the momentum range from 2 up to 100 GeV/c. The performance of pion and
proton identification has been studied using the daughter particles of reconstructed KS mesons and
Λ baryons. For kaons, the reconstructed φ → K + K − and D0 → Kπ decays have been used.
In the former case, identifying only a single track using RICH information, and leaving the
other unbiased, yields a sufficiently pure sample that can be used to measure the kaon identification
4
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Figure 3: The LHCb J/ψX invariant mass distributions in the Bd,s region for the J/ψφ , J/ψK ∗ and J/ψK +
final states.
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Figure 7: The left hand histogram shows the CMS K − µ misidentification probability as a function of the
K momentum. The right hand histogram shows the LHCb K ∗0 γ invariant mass distribution in the Bd mass
region.

efficiency. In the latter, the kinematics of the D∗ → D0 π decay allows pure samples to be isolated
without recourse the PID information. The K/π separation performance currently achieved [4] (see
Figure 5 (left)) is in good agreement with the Monte Carlo expectation shown in Figure 5 (right).
The best performance is achieved in the momentum range from 5 to 70 GeV/c where most hadrons
from b decays are produced. The LHCb RICH enables clean reconstruction of various hadronic
B(s) and D(s) decays as illustrated in Figure 6 for the B0 → K + π − , B0 → π + π − , B0s → π + K − and
B0s → K + K − final states [9].
All LHC detectors have demonstrated excellent muon, electron and photon identification capabilities. Muons are identified with close to 100% efficiency and with a misidentification rate below
5

PoS(BEAUTY 2011)021

Figure 6: LHCb invariant mass spectra for B0 → K + π − (top, left), B0 → π + π − (top, right), Bs → π + K −
(bottom, left, green line), and Bs → K + K − (bottom, right).
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the 1% level, saturated by the K decays in flight. CMS has excellent matching capability between
the track segments measured by the tracking stations inside the solenoid and the muon chambers,
which lie in the region of the return field. This feature allows the K − µ misidentification rate to be
as low as ∼0.2% [3], as shown in Figure 7 (left).

Proper time resolution and flavour tagging
Excellent proper-time resolution is critical to the time-dependent measurements in the Bs − B̄s
meson system in order to be able to resolve its very fast oscillations. The proper decay time
resolution leads to a dilution of the oscillation amplitude and consequently worsens the sensitivity.
LHCb has measured its proper time resolution to be ∼50 fs [6] (see Figure 8 (left)) using a large
data sample of the J/ψ → µ + µ − decays accumulated with the life time unbiased trigger. For
comparison the CDF proper time resolution is a factor of 2 worse. Neither ATLAS nor CMS
reported a measurement of the proper time resolution at this conference.
The flavour tagging performance of LHCb has been optimised using various flavour specific
channels such as B0 → D∗+ µ − ν, B+ → J/ψK + and B0 → J/ψK ∗0 . The tagging power of the
opposite side tagging was measured to be 2.2 ± 0.5% [5].
The tagging performance of LHCb has been validated by the world0 s best measurement of the
Bs − B̄s oscillation frequency in the Bs → Ds π channel, ∆ms = 17.63 ± 0.11 ± 0.04 ps [5]. The
mixing asymmetry for Bs signal candidates as a function of proper time modulo 2π/∆ms is shown
in Figure 8 (right).

Figure 8: The left hand histogram shows the LHCb proper time distribution for the Bs → J/ψφ decay. The
right hand histogram shows the mixing asymmetry for Bs signal candidates as a function of proper time
2π
modulo ∆m
, as measured by LHCb.
s
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Electron and photon identification is mainly based on the balance of the energy deposited in the
calorimeter system and the track momentum, and the matching between the corrected barycenter
position of the calorimeter cluster and the extrapolated track impact point. The electromagnetic
calorimeters of the LHC detectors have been calibrated to ∼2% accuracy and enable an important
extensions to the heavy flavour physics programme. As an example, Figure 7 (right) shows the
signal for radiative B → K ∗ γ decays as reconstructed in LHCb, with the invariant mass resolution
consistent with the Monte Carlo expectation [10].
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2. Production of heavy flavours

The total accuracy of the current heavy flavour production measurements is dominated by the
systematic error on the luminosity measurement and the track reconstruction efficiency. Thanks
to the recent progress in the luminosity estimate at the LHC (currently the luminosity is known
to ∼ 3.5% accuracy) and a better understanding of the tracking algorithms one would expect a
substantial improvement of the experimental accuracy with the analysis of larger data samples
available now. This will provide an important testing ground for QCD calculation of both the
absolute value and shape of the differential cross-section.
The mechanism of direct onia production in hadron collisions, including a feed-down from
the decay of heavier prompt cc̄ states, is still not well understood. Extensive studies of J/ψ, ϒ
and other quarkonia states have started by all LHC experiments in pp and heavy ion collisions.
Measurements from different experiments [18, 19, 20, 21] agree well and cover the whole range
7
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Charm and bottom quarks are produced in copious amounts at hadron colliders, in particular at
the LHC, which is the world0 s most intense source of charm and beauty hadrons. The measurement
√
of beauty and charm production cross setions at s=7 TeV in the LHC detectors acceptance is of
direct importance in ascertaining the sensitivities for the fundamental parameters of heavy flavour
physics programme. Furthermore, knowledge of the double-differential cross sections as a function
of PT and pseudo rapidity η has its own interest in order to test theoretical models. The LHCb
acceptance in the (η, Pt ) plane nicely complements that of ATLAS and CMS, which cover a central
region of |η| < 2.5 and rely on high Pt lepton triggers.
The b production cross section has been measured by various methods [11, 12, 13, 14] such
as using samples tagged by a displaced J/ψ vertex (ATLAS, CMS, LHCb), semileptonic B decays to final states containing muons (CMS), reconstructed D meson and muon (LHCb) and fully
reconstructed J/ψX final states (CMS). All measurements are compatible and reasonably well described by theoretical models. CMS recently reported the first measurement of BB̄ angular correlations [12]. Substantial enhancement of the cross section at small opening angles has been observed
as shown in Figure 9 (left).
Knowledge of the fractions of the different B species produced in pp collisions at the LHC is
required for various heavy flavour physics analyses. One important example is the determination
of the BR(Bs → µ µ), which is very sensitive to NP, where knowledge of the relative proportions
of Bs and B+ mesons is required to normalise the Bs results to the well known branching ratio
B+ → J/ψK + . LHCb has measured the fraction of Bs produced as compared to Bd to be fs / fd =
0.253±0.017stat ±0.017syst ±0.020theor using hadronic and semileptonic B decays [13]. The LHCb
measurement agrees well with the values determined earlier at LEP and at the Tevatron. LHCb
also reported signals indicating significant Bc production [15] which looks promising for future Bc
studies.
The open charm production cross sections for D∗ , D, Ds mesons at the LHC have been measured by ALICE [1], ATLAS [16] and LHCb [17]. LHCb also reported the first evidence for a D0
production asymmetry. The charm cross-section has been found to be a factor ∼ 20 higher than the
beauty cross section. In general data agree with theoretical predictions within large theoretical uncertainties, as shown in Figure 9 (right) for the D+ production cross section measured by ATLAS.
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of rapidity as shown in Figure 10 (left). Already now, assuming a certain quarkonia polarisation,
experimental data are more precise than theoretical predictions. Polarisation measurements, expected soon, will provide another powerful discriminant between models. LHCb also presented
the first observation of double J/ψ production [18] at the LHC. Figure 10 (right) shows the measured cross-section as function of the invariant mass of the J/ψ − J/ψ system. Larger samples are
needed to make a useful comparison with theoretical predictions [22].

Figure 10: The left hand histogram shows the differential cross section as function of rapidity integrated
over Pt , as measured by CMS and LHCb. The right hand histogram shows the differential cross section for
J/ψ pairs as function of the invariant mass of the J/ψJ/ψ system as measured by LHCb. The shaded area
corresponds to the prediction by the model described in [22].

3. Current sensitivity to NP effects and prospects for the next few years
3.1 Measurements sensitive to NP phases
New phases in box diagrams
The most promising way to search for new phases introduced by NP to box diagrams is in
the precision measurement of the Bs mixing phase φs . Within the SM this CP violating phase is
8
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Figure 9: The left hand histogram shows the CMS measurement of the BB̄ cross section relative to the
PYTHIA prediction as function of the azimuthal angle between two B hadrons. The right hand histogram
shows the ATLAS measurement of the D+ cross section as function of the D+ pseudo rapidity.
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Figure 11: The plot shows decay time asymmetries for Bd (B̄d ) decays to the J/ψKS , J/ψKL , ψ(2S)KS and
χc1 KS final states, as measured by BELLE.

The accuracy of the other two angles, α and γ, is currently rather modest, in particular for γ,
where the limited statistics leads to a ∼ 20◦ uncertainty [26].
Two of the five UT elements, the side opposite to the angle β and the angle γ can be extracted
from the measurement of reactions explicitly described by tree diagrams, which are insensitive
to NP. In contrast, the other two elements, the angle β and the side opposite to the angle γ, can
9
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predicted very accurately and expected to be very small: φsSM = −2βs . Indirect determination gives
2βs = (0.0363 ± 0.0017) rad [23]. Until now measurements reported by CDF and D0 [24] have
had low sensitivity to this observable mainly because of the lack of statistics. LHCb has presented
new constraints on φs from a tagged time-dependent angular analysis of Bs → J/ψφ decays using
37 pb−1 of integrated luminosity [6]. This LHCb measurement is less precise than the Tevatron
ones because of the very low amount of integrated luminosity delivered in 2010. There are clear
prospects to reach a sensitivity of ∼ 0.1 rad with the 1 fb−1 of integrated luminosity expected by
the end of 2011. The sensitivity can be further improved through inclusion of CP-eigenstate modes
such as Bs → J/ψ f0 (980).
Alternatively NP contributions to box diagrams can be searched for by making a consistency
test of the main Unitarity Triangle (UT). This test, well advanced by the BaBar and BELLE experiments, requires the measurement of all UT elements meaning that the exercise is more involved
and less straightforward to interpret. Currently the precision of the UT elements is limited for two
non-trivial sides, on account of the uncertainties of the lattice QCD inputs, and by experimental
errors for the three angles.
Thanks to the B factories the angle β has been measured to a precision better than ∼ 1◦ , β =
(21.4 ± 0.8)◦ [25]. This average includes the recent world 0 s most precise BELLE measurement,
sin 2β = 0.668 ± 0.023 ± 0.013, in B decays to the J/ψKS0 , J/ψKL0 , ψ(2S)KS0 and χc1 KS0 final states.
The corresponding decay time asymmetries are shown in Figure 11. The BELLE measurement is
based on the analysis of the whole available data sample of 770×106 BB̄ pairs with improved track
finding algorithm.
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Figure 12: The plot shows the LHCb invariant mass spectra for B+ → D0 (K + K − )π + , B+ → D0 (π + π − )π +
and B+ → D0 (π + K − )π + , as measured by LHCb.

New phases in penguin diagrams
Testing for the presence of NP phases in penguin diagrams with comparable precision to box
diagrams is more challenging. The most theoretically clean measurement requires a CPV timedependent analysis of gluonic penguins e.g. Bs → φ φ where the SM predicts an extremely small
φφ
value of the CPV phase φs [30]. Alternatively, a significant departure of sin 2β φ Ks measured in
10
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potentially receive virtual contributions from NP to box diagrams. Currently there are discrepancies
observed in some measurements of UT elements at the level of a few sigma [26]. Improving the
precision is important to clarify if these tensions are genuine indications of NP.
Due to the specific shape of the UT, with the angle α being close to 90◦ , possible contributions
from NP are mainly constrained by the comparison of the angles with the opposite sides, namely
|Vtd |
ub |
β with the side proportional to |V
|Vcb | , or γ with the side proportional to |Vts | . As of today both tests
suffer from rather limited accuracy.
For the first pair of elements, the determination of the side is limited by ∼ 10% accuracy
of the |Vub | extraction methods [27] while for the second pair the statistical error of the angle γ
measurement is by far the limiting factor. Indeed, the CKMFitter prediction extracted from direct
◦
measurements, γ = (71±21
25 ) [26], is significantly less accurate than the value arising from the
◦
global SM constraint: γ = (67.9±4.3
3.8 ) [23]. This SM constraint is mainly based on the measurement of the processes mediated by box diagrams, such as the angle β , which gives the phase of the
Bd oscillation, and the side opposite to the angle γ, which is proportional to the ratio of the Bd to
Bs oscillation frequencies.
Two main strategies of the angle γ measurement involve the time-independent CPV analysis
of B+ → D0 K + and B0 → D0 K ∗0 decays and the time-dependent CPV measurement of Bs → Ds K +
decays. The current status of γ measurements using the former strategy at B-factories and CDF
has been summarised in [25, 28]. The accuracy of all the measurements is statistically dominated
reaching for the most sensitive GGSZ method a statistical precision of ∼ 15◦ .
The time-dependent CPV analysis of Bs → Ds K + decays is only applicable for experiments at
hadron colliders, in particular at LHCb, which has excellent prospects to improve the precision of
the time-independent measurements as well. LHCb observes clean signals in a variety of B → DX
final states [29] shown in Figure 12, with yields a factor of 25 to 40 higher than corresponding
yields in CDF normalised to 1 fb−1 , depending on the B decay channel. The combined LHCb
sensitivity of the γ measurement in the 2011-2012 LHC physics run is estimated to be ∼ 5◦ .
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Figure 13: The plot shows the invariant mass of the φ φ final state in the Bs region, as measured by CDF.

A contribution of NP to the penguin diagrams can also be probed through the combined measurement of time-dependent CP asymmetries in Bd → π + π − and Bs → K + K − decays [33]. This
measurement is sensitive to the UT angle γ under the assumption of invariance of the strong interaction dynamics under the exchange of d ↔ s quarks (so called U-spin symmetry) in two decay
modes. A significant deviation from the value of γ determined in the tree mediated topologies
would signal the presence of a NP phase in penguin loops. LHCb observes clean Bd → π + π − and
Bs → K + K − signals as shown in Figure 6 with yields a factor of ∼7 exceeding those reported by
CDF per 1 f b−1 and very little cross-feed background from other two-body B decays on account
of the hadron identification provided by the RICH system.
As a first step towards time-dependent CPV studies in the charmless two-body decays, LHCb
has looked for direct CPV in flavour specific final states using 37 pb−1 of data accumulated in 2010.
Direct ACP asymmetries have been extensively studied by the B factories and Tevatron. While CPV
is well established in B0 → K + π − decays, < ACP >= −0.098+0.012
−0.011 , the corresponding measure+
−
−1
ment in Bs → π K by CDF, based on 1 fb is less accurate, ACP (Bs → π + K − ) = 0.39 ± 0.15 ±
0.08. LHCb has reported preliminary measurements for both asymmetries [9], as illustrated in Figure 14, ACP (Bd → K + π − ) = −0.074 ± 0.033 ± 0.008 and ACP (Bs → π + K − ) = 0.15 ± 0.19 ± 0.02.
LHCb has also demonstrated excellent prospects for the direct CPV observation in Λb baryons [9].
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B → φ Ks decays from the already accurate value of sin 2β J/ψKs would be a clear signal of a nonzero NP phase as well. Both measurements require very large data samples and most probably will
have to wait for the LHCb upgrade and Super-B factories start-up.
CDF has attempted to search for the presence of NP in its sample of reconstructed Bs → φ φ
decays (shown in Figure 13) using true CPV observables. These are experimentally accessible
through the asymmetry of the functions of helicity amplitudes proportional to the interference between CP-odd and CP-even amplitudes [31]: Av for transverse-longitudinal mixture and Au for the
transverse-transverse term. Both signal asymmetries are found to be compatible with zero within
rather large uncertainties dominated by statistical errors, although the agreement for Av shows
a tension that approaches 2σ : Au = (−0.7 ± 6.4stat. ± 1.8syst. )% and Av = (−12.0 ± 6.4stat. ±
1.6syst. )% [32]. The method established by CDF needs neither tagging nor time-dependent analysis
and offers an attractive opportunity to search for NP contribution to the penguin diagram with a
much reduced data sample compared to that required for a time-dependent analysis.
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3.2 CPV measurements in the charm sector
Thanks to the experimental evidence for non-zero D0 D̄0 mixing [34], charm physics has received new attention as a powerful tool in searches for NP, in particular using CPV measurements
in D mixing. This necessitates a determination of the mixing parameters x and y with improved
precision since all CPV effects in mixing are governed by these parameters. Moreover, so far no
single measurement has established mixing at the 5σ significance level. Mixing induced CPV
asymmetries are negligible in the SM but can be enhanced in many NP models. A search for direct CPV in singly Cabibbo suppressed decays with significant contribution from gluonic penguin
diagrams is another intriguing possibility to identify NP effects [35]. However a contribution from
the SM accessible to experiments can not be totally excluded in this case.
CDF presented the world0 s most precise measurement of the time-integrated CPV asymmetry
in the D0 → π + π − and D0 → K + K − decays based on 6 fb−1 of data [36]:
ACP =

Γ(D0 → h+ h− ) − Γ(D̄0 → h+ h− )
,
Γ(D0 → h+ h− ) + Γ(D̄0 → h+ h− )

where h stands for both π and K. The measured asymmetries, ACP (D0 → π + π − ) = (+0.22 ±
0.24±0.11)% and ACP (D0 → K + K − ) = (−0.24±0.22±0.10)% show no evidence for CPV, which
is consistent with the SM at this level of experimental sensitivity.
τ(D0 →K − π + )
LHCb has demonstrated its potential for the time-dependent measurement of yCP = τ(D
0 →K + K − ) −
1 and AΓ =

τ(D̄0 →K + K − )−τ(D0 →K + K − )
,
τ(D̄0 →K + K − )+τ(D0 →K + K − )

which is the most sensitive way to search for CPV in charm

mixing [37]. Using as a control channel the sample of Cabibbo favoured D0 → K − π + decays the
lifetimes of D0 → K − π + and D̄0 → K + π − were combined in the observable
AKπ
Γ =

τ(D̄0 → K + π − ) − τ(D0 → K − π + )
,
τ(D̄0 → K + π − ) + τ(D0 → K − π − )
12
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Figure 14: Top plots show the K + π − (left) and K − π + (right) invariant mass spectra in the Bd,s region, as
measured by LHCb. Bottom plots show the π + K − (left) and π − K + (right) invariant mass spectra, magnified
in order to focus on the two Bs signal peaks.
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3.3 Search for NP in rare decays
Rare loop-induced B decays offer a set of experimental observables sensitive to the masses
and couplings of NP. The strongest constraints on supersymmetric Higgs bosons come not from
direct searches, but from limits on, and measurements of, the rates of suppressed heavy flavour
decays, such as Bs → µ + µ − , b → sγ and B− → τ − ν. These observables will continue to have great
importance in the era of the LHC. The current experimental sensitivity is limited by the statistics
of the available data sample leaving enough room for sizable effects caused by NP contribution.
Assuming a generic coupling the inclusive measurement of BR(b → sγ) indirectly constraints
the scale of NP masses to Λ > 103 TeV [38]. NP models with specific couplings can be effectively
tested using exclusive rare B decays. One of the most sensitive examples is given by the super-rare
Bs → µ + µ − decay. In the SM this helicity suppressed decay has a branching ratio of BR(Bs →
µ + µ − ) = (3.2 ± 0.2) × 10−9 [39]. In the MSSM with an extended Higgs sector BR(Bs → µ + µ − )
6
is proportional to tanMβ4 and may significantly exceed the SM prediction for large values of the tan β
A
parameter.
The best current limit from CDF, BR(Bs → µ + µ − ) < 4.3 × 10−8 at 95% CL [40], is based
on the analysis of 3.7 fb−1 of data and still is an order of magnitude higher than the SM prediction. CDF estimated the sensitivity expected with the new improved analysis of the twice larger
data sample of 7 fb−1 . Increased acceptance of the muon reconstruction along with better signal
efficiency and background prediction should allow to reach an upper limit of 2×10−8 at 95% CL.

Figure 15: The left hand plot shows the two dimensional distribution of the Geometrical Likelihood versus
the µ + µ − invariant mass, as measured by LHCb. The right hand plot shows the LHCb exclusion limit for
BR(Bs → µ + µ − ) as a function of the integrated luminosity.
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which is expected to be zero. The sensitivity obtained in this control measurement, and consistency
of the result with zero, provides confidence that the accuracy in yCP and particularly in AΓ will be
significantly improved with 1 fb−1 of data collected in 2011.
LHCb also has performed a search for direct CPV through the measurement of ∆ACP =
ACP (K + K − ) − ACP (π + π − ) [37] using for flavour tagging the D0 mesons produced in D∗+ → D0 π +
decays. Mixing-induced CPV asymmetries, as well as production and tracking asymmetries, are
expected to cancel out in ∆ACP enabling a very clean measurement of direct CPV. Using 37 pb−1
of data LHCb has measured ∆ACP to be (−0.28 ± 0.70stat ± 0.25syst )%. Again, a significant improvement in sensitivity is expected in 2011.
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LHCb reported a search for Bs → µ + µ − decays with a data sample of 37 pb−1 [10]. The
analysis has been performed in bins of the µ + µ − invariant mass and a Geometrical Likelihood
GL, which combines information related to event topology and kinematics. The GL distribution
is flat for signal events and falls exponentially for background events. As seen in Figure 15 (left)
LHCb observes no events in the signal region for the most sensitive GL bins leading to an upper
limit BR(Bs → µ + µ − ) < 5.6 × 10−8 at 95% CL. The LHCb prospects to exclude a Bs → µ + µ −
signal down to a certain branching ratio are shown in Figure 15 (right) as a function of accumulated
integrated luminosity.

Several strategies have been proposed to search for NP effects in the processes mediated by radiative and electroweak penguin diagrams through the measurement of the helicity structure of the
inherent amplitudes [42]. Owing to the V − A structure of the W -boson coupling, the photon produced in b → sγ transitions is predominantly left-handed up to corrections of order mmbs , which arise
from a chirality flip. The decay Bd → K ∗0 µ + µ − proceeds via a combination of the electroweak
penguin and box diagrams. The FCNC describing this b → s transition contains a right-handed
component that is well calculable in the SM but can be affected by NP contributions resulting in
modified angular distributions. As an example, the forward-backward asymmetry, AFB (q2 = m2µ µ ),
is particularly sensitive to NP contributions at its zero-point, s0 , since the dominant theoretical
uncertainty from hadronic form-factors cancels out at leading order.
First measurements of the forward-backward asymmetry, shown in Figure 16 (left), have been
made by the B-factories and CDF [41], with results providing an intriguing hint of a deviation from
the SM prediction. A clean signal for Bd → K ∗ µ + µ − decay reconstructed at LHCb [10] with a
data sample of 36 pb−1 is shown in Figure 16 (right). LHCb should be able to clarify the existing
situation and provide an accurate measurement of AFB zero crossing point with the ∼1 fb−1 data
sample expected in 2011.

4. Conclusion
The impressive start-up of the LHC experiments certainly allows flavour physics to access a
new level of quality. The data sample of ∼40 pb−1 accumulated in 2010 by the LHC detectors was
sufficient to measure c-, b- and onia production cross sections and observe significant signal peaks
14
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Figure 16: The left hand plot summarises the measurements of the forward-backward asymmetry in
Bd → K ∗ µ + µ − decays by BABAR, BELLE and CDF. The right hand histogram shows the signal for
Bd → K ∗ µ + µ − decays, as measured by LHCb.
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