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Equilibrium condensation calculations provide a set of stable minerals under a certain physical
and chemical condition, but condensation does not necessarily occur in equilibrium in timevariant circumstellar systems, where pressure, temperature, and gas chemistry vary with time.
It is of much importance to understand the kinetic aspect of dust formation processes, especially
the vapor growth kinetics of dust (condensation and evaporation coefficients, αc and αe,
representing kinetic hindrances for surface atomistic processes). In this paper, we review
condensation and evaporation experiments on metallic iron and forsterite (Mg2SiO4), both of
which are major dust-candidate minerals; (1) condensation and evaporation of metallic iron
proceed without significant kinetic hindrances (αc≈αe≈1), (2) evaporation of forsterite occurs
less effectively than that predicted by the kinetic theory of gasses (αe=0.1–0.02), (3) evaporation
of forsterite is anisotropic, which leads to a specific shape of forsterite dust with a specific
relationship to a crystallographic orientation, which is called as a “crystallographically
anisotropic shape”, and (4) the crystallographically anisotropic shape of anisotropic dust is a
potentially powerful probe to evaluate circumstellar dust-formation processes and conditions.
We also show our recent progresses in condensation experiments on forsterite under
protoplanetary disk conditions, where polycrystalline forsterite was obtained as condensates
under controlled pressure and temperature conditions (hydrogen pressure of 5.6 Pa and
temperature of 1275 and 1160 K). Preliminary results indicate that the condensation
coefficient of forsterite (αc) is smaller than unity (αc=0.09–0.006) and is consistent with αe.
The smaller αc of forsterite than that of metallic iron implies that forsterite dust forms less
efficiently than metallic iron in circumstellar environments.
The Life Cycle of Dust in the Universe: Observations, Theory, and Laboratory Experiments (LCDU
2013 )
November 18-22, 2013
Taipei, Taiwan
1

Speaker

 Copyright owned by the author(s) under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike Licence.

1

http://pos.sissa.it

PoS(LCDU 2013)046
PoS(LCDU2013)046

Department of Natural History Sciences, Hokkaido University
N10W8 Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0810, Japan
E-mail: tachi@ep.sci.hokudai.ac.jp

Dust formation in space

Shogo Tachibana

1.Introduction

2.Condensation of metallic iron
Condensation experiments on metallic iron were carried out in vacuum to determine the
condensation kinetics [7]. The concept of condensation experiments of metallic iron is shown
in Figure 1. A metallic iron pellet put inside an alumina tube was used as a gas source of iron.
The alumina tube guided the evaporated gas to the substrate of alumina disk, which was put in a
cooler region of the furnace. The substrate temperatures were 1235 and 1340 K, which are the
temperatures close to condensation of metallic iron in protoplanetary disks [1]. The incoming
gas flux through the tube reaches the steady state and can be calculated from the kinetic theory
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Thermodynamics tells us what kinds of minerals are stable under various chemical
conditions in space [e.g., 1]. In the system of solar composition, refractory minerals enriched
in calcium and aluminum, such as corundum (Al2O3), hibonite (CaAl12O19), spinel (MgAl2O4),
and melilite (Ca2Al2SiO7-Ca2MgSi2O7), are the stable phases at high temperatures. Forsterite
(Mg2SiO4), enstatite (MgSiO3), and metallic iron become stable at lower temperatures.
These minerals have been found in chondrites, primitive groups of meteorites, indicating
that dust formation occurred in the early stage of the solar-system evolution. Calcium,
aluminum-rich inclusions (CAIs) consist mainly of refractory minerals that are predicted to
condense at high temperatures in thermodynamical calculations, and amoeboid olivine
aggregates (AOAs) are fine grained aggregates of forsteritic olivine grains, also suggesting the
condensation origin in the solar system [e.g., 2]. Chondrites contain various circumstellar
“presolar” grains with anomalous isotopic compositions as well. Presolar grains, including
diamond, SiC, corundum, spinel, silicates, graphite, and nano-diamond, are the condensates in
circumstellar environments prior to the solar-system formation [e.g., 3, 4].
Thermodynamics, however, does not provide the information on what and how the grain
sizes and the number density of condensates were determined and how long the condensation
process lasted. Moreover, the presence of components that are stable at various temperatures
requires the isolation of condensates from lower temperature reactions, which may be caused by
physical separation and/or sluggish chemical reactions. These issues should be discussed with
kinetics of dust formation processes [e.g., 5].
There have been many experimental studies on dust formation under non-equilibrium
conditions [e.g., 6]. We have been particular about evaporation and condensation experiments
of dust-analogue minerals [7, 8] under the conditions as close as possible to real circumstellar
conditions such as pressure, temperature, and chemistry because processes that control dust
formation could be different under different physicochemical conditions. In this paper, we
first review evaporation and condensation experiments for metallic iron [7] and forsterite [8],
both of which are major dust forming minerals in space. We also show our recent progress in
condensation experiments on forsterite under protoplanetary disk conditions.
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of gases and the weight loss of gas source. The partial pressure of iron gas at the surface of
substrate was thus controlled and kept constant during experiments.
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Figure 1: Schematic illustration of experimental setup for condensation of metallic iron (modified from
10
reference [7]).
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A compact layer of metallic iron was obtained on the alumina substrate (Figure 2), and
both the weight loss of the gas source due to evaporation and the weight gain of the0 substrate
-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3
Distance from the center (mm)
due to condensation varied linearly with time (Figure 3).

Figure 5. Thickness of condensed metallic iron (1235 K
Figure 3, plotted against the distance from the center
circles). Error bars represent the standard deviations of
variation of the direct incoming flux onto the substrate
distribution of vapor emerging from the tube (5.9 mm
1956), which is normalized to the flux at the center of
shown (dashed curve).
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Figure 2: Secondary electron image of the cross section of metallic iron condensed αat =
1235
K for 48
αc = exp(1.44 − 2595/T ) − 0.54(p/
e
Figure 3. Secondary
hours (modified from reference
[7]). electron images of the surface (a) and the cross section (b)
of metallic iron condensed at 1235 K for 48 hr.
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4. Weight loss of metallic iron (gas source) due to evaporation at 1630 K
Figure 3: Weight loss ofFigure
metallic
iron (gas source) due to evaporation at 1630 K
and the weight gain of the alumina substrate (1235 K) due to the condensation
of
metallic
iron.
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steady
weight iron
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the substrate
substrate (1235 K) due to condensation
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yield the incoming flux of iron onto the substrate and the condensation flux of
metallic iron on the substrate, respectively.
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atoms to break bonds with adjacent atoms, and condensation
of incident metal atoms is also easier on a surface with many
kink sites. The surface roughness (number of kinks), which thus
affects the kinetic hindrances for evaporation and condensation,
may be reduced near equilibrium, where the number of atoms
breaking bonds at kink sites is balanced by the number of
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This linear correlation suggests that the growth rate of metallic iron is controlled by a
supply of Fe atoms to the surface sites energetically favorable to crystal growth. The vapor
growth rate of metallic iron is expressed with the Hertz-Knudsen equation as a function of the
partial pressure of metallic iron (pFe), the equilibrium vapor pressure of metallic iron (peqFe) and
temperature (T) [9]:

2.1 with pFe=0 and αe=1. All the obtained condensation fluxes are close to the ideal maximum
condensation flux with αc=αe=1. This implies that there is little kinetic hindrance for growth
of metallic iron and all the atoms colliding the surface condense efficiently. Note that αc of
unity is obtained in this study irrespective of αe because S is larger than 10 and the effect of αe
The Astrophysical
736:16 (8pp), 2011
20
is not significantly large
compared toJournal,
the uncertainties
in July
condensed
fluxes.
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,
(2.1)
where MFe is the molar weight of iron, R is the gas constant, and αc and αe are the condensation
and evaporation coefficients, respectively, ranging from 0 to 1 to represent kinetic hindrances
for surface atomistic reactions. The evaporation coefficient (αe) of metallic iron in vacuum
(pFe=0) has been known to be close to unity [7].
The condensed fluxes of metallic iron, obtained from weight-gain rates of the substrates at
1235 and 1340 K, are shown as a function of the supersaturation ratio with calculated
condensation fluxes with different values of αc and αe (αc=αe is assumed) in Figure 3. The
fluxes are normalized to the ideal evaporation flux that is given by an absolute value of equation
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equation. The evaporation coefficients of forsterite obtained in previous studies are smaller
than unity and ranges from 0.1-0.02 in wide ranges of temperature and hydrogen pressure
(Figure 5). It has been known that evaporation of forsterite proceeds anisotropically in
vacuum [10, 11] and in hydrogen gas [8] and that the anisotropy depends on temperature and
hydrogen
gas pressure
(Figure 5).
No. 1, 2009
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while that is Vc > Va ∼ Vb at pH2 > 0.2 Pa (Figure 2(b)). The
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enables us to estimate the dust-forming conditions.
We apply the present results to the IR spectrum of protoThe experimental results indicate that circumstellar forsterite
planetary disk, HD100546, which is reported to contain abunchanges its crystallographically anisotropic shape through evapdant crystalline forsterite (Malfait et al. 1998; Molster et al.
oration and that the crystallographic axis ratios (a/b, b/c, and
2002; Bouwman et al. 2003; Lisse et al. 2007). The spectrum
c/a) can represent heating conditions because anisotropy in
of HD100546 around 10 µm is mostly reproduced by the IR
evaporation rates depends on temperature and hydrogen gas
spectrum of grinded forsterite particles measured in laboratory
pressure. The change in crystallographically anisotropic shape
(e.g., Malfait et al. 1998, Figure 4), which is presumed to be a
by evaporation at various temperatures and durations was evalmodified CDEs (CDE2) model with quadratic weighting to emuated based on the present experimental results assuming an
phasize spherical grains (Fabian et al. 2001; Koike et al. 2006).
initially spherical grain. We show the results of hydrogen presAs the age of HD100546 is ∼10 Myr, the crystalline silicate
sure of 2 Pa as a typical value of protoplanetary disks (e.g.,
dusts in the disk may be secondarily produced by collisional
Gail 2004). A sphere becomes a rod-like shape along the b◦
destruction of small bodies (Bouwman et al. 2003), which are
axis at temperature above ∼1600 C, a pancake-like shape along
◦
likely to have a shape distribution similar to the CDE2 model.
the c-axis at ∼1600 > T > 1400 C, a rod-like shape along the
◦
The laboratory spectrum of forsterite, however, does not
a-axis at 1400 > T > 1200 C, and a pancake-like shape along
◦
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of double
the b-axis below 1200 C. Figure
A grain
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evaporation
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dotted
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for comparison.
e of temperatures

(A color version of this figure is available in the online journal.)

(LDE1, LDE2, and LDE3) with that of CDE (continuous distribution of ellipsoids) (from reference [12]).
al. 1998; Juhász
et al. 2010). at
Juhász
et al.K
(2010)
spectrum.
NoteLDE2
that if represent
all the shapes
in Figure of
9 appear
LDE1 and
ensembles
shapeswith
possiblyet formed
by evaporation
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at <1600the
spectra of forsterite derived from the Spitzer Infrared Spectroequal probability, the MAC for that ensemble should be that for
K,
respectively;
Disk-like
forsterite
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the
c-axis
and
disk
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the
b-axis
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graph spectrum of HD100546, which is the protoplanetary disk
the CDE.
showing along
strong the
features
of crystalline
in the 10 µm
10 and
compares
therespectively.
MACs of each ensemble
the elongated
inFigure
LDE1
LDE2,
Forsteriteand
grains
c-axis
dominateforsterite
in LDE3.

CDE at 100 K. As most of grains in the LDE1 belong
to c-disk, their MAC shows peaks at 9.7–10.2, 10.2–10.6,
10.8–11.5, and 11.9 µm. The MAC of the LDE2 shows peaks at
9.7–10.2, 10.2–10.6, and 10.6–10.8 µm. It shows no clear peak
at 10.8–11.5 µm although grains in the LDE2 belong mostly to
b-disk. The peak at 10.8–11.5 µm is attributed to Cc for Lc <
0.25 (see Section 4; Figure 3(a)); but the shapes with Lc < 0.25
occupy a small fraction of the LDE2. Therefore, the contribution
from the shapes with Lc <0.25 appears only as a tail of the peak
at 10.6–10.8 µm (Figure 9), which is the same as in the case
of nearly spherical spheroidal b-disk (Table 2). The MAC of

band, with the calculated spectrum of DHS forsterite (the distribution of hollow spheres; Min et al. 2003) and the absorption
5spectrum of forsterite measured in laboratory with the aerosol
technique (Tamanai et al. 2006). However, the observed 16.1 µm
peak could not be reproduced by the DHS model, which shows
similar band profiles to the CDE model with some exceptions.
The laboratory spectrum, which is well produced by the CDE2
model, shows a peak at ∼16 µm, but could not reproduce peak
positions observed at 10.1 and 11.3 µm.
We found that the composite spectrum of CDE and the LDE1
with the mixing ratio of 3:1 reproduces the peak wavelengths
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Figure 2. Evaporation rates of forsterite along the three crystallographic axes in hydrogen gas. Evaporation rates in the vacuum are also plotted at 10−4 Pa for
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(A color version of this figure is available in the online journal.)
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4.1Experiments
An infrared vacuum furnace was used in this study, consisting of a silica glass tube (~300
mm in length and 38 mm in diameter) connected to a pumping system and two infrared heating
systems. The furnace was continuously evacuated during experiments. A mixed gas of H2
and H2O was flowed into the system at a controlled rate to keep a pressure constant. Synthetic
forsterite powder in an Ir crucible was heated as a gas source. A part of evaporated gases were
condensed on a substrate of Pt mesh located at a cooler region in the chamber (15-25 mm from
the gas source). The substrate temperature was monitored by a type-R thermocouple.
The pressure and temperature conditions were close to those of protoplanetary disks. The
total pressure of the system was ~5.5 Pa (5.5x10-5 bar), and the substrate temperature were 1320,
1275, and 1160 K with ±5-10 K fluctuation. The H2O/H2 ratio was set at 0.015, which was
~15 times larger than the solar ratio. The SiO/H2 ratio was evaluated to be ~0.7-3 % of the
solar ratio from the weight loss rate of the gas-source forsterite. Experimental duration ranged
from 6 to 237 hours.
Condensates were observed with a field-emission scanning electron microscope (FE-SEM;
JEOL JSM 7000F) and their chemical composition and crystallinity were analyzed with energy
dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS; Oxford X-MaxN 150), electron backscattered diffraction
(EBSD; HKL CHANNEL 5), and Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR; JASCO
FT/IR-4200). Transmission electron microscope (TEM; JEM-2100F) observation was also
made for focused ion beam (FIB; FEI Quanta 200 3DS) lift-out sections of condensates
obtained at 1160 K for 93 hours.
6
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4.2Condensates
Sub-micron to micron-sized condensates covered with Pt substrates at 1160 and 1275 K
(Figure 8), but no condensate was found at 1320 K. The typical size of condensates at 1160 K
was sub-micron to 1 µm irrespective of experimental duration and no effective growth of each
condensed grain was observed (Figure 8). Condensates at 1275 K for >40 hours partly had
several micron-sized flat regions (Figure 8).

Scale bars are 1 µm.

Chemical compositions of condensates were consistent with stoichiometric forsterite. A
variety of EBSD patterns corresponding to crystalline forsterite were obtained from the
condensates. A FIB-section of the condensates at 1160 K showed that condensates were ~30150 nm in thickness, and their selected area diffraction patterns were indexed to forsterite with
different crystallographic orientations. We thus conclude that the condensates are a thin film
of polycrystalline forsterite. Infrared absorption spectra of the condensates showed clear 10µm absorption features, confirming the condensation of crystalline forsterite as well (Figure 9).
condensates on Pt-mesh

reference

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

wavelength (µm)

Figure 9: An infrared absorbance of condensates formed at 1275 K for 115 hours (upper spectrum)
compared with that of crystalline forsterite (lower spectrum). The vertical unit is arbitrary. The FTIR
analysis was made directly for a platinum mesh with condensates without any dispersion into medium.

4.3Growth process of forsterite
We first discuss the supersaturation conditions in the present study. The mean free path
of gas molecules under the present experimental conditions is less than 1 mm, and the
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Figure 8: Condensates of forsterite at 1160 K for 93 hours (left) and at 1275 K for 115 hours (right).
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4.4Growth kinetics of forsterite
The flux condensed on the substrate is expressed by the Hertz-Knudsen equation (equation
2.1). Figure 10 shows the condensed fluxes of forsterite at different runs under the condition
of 1275K and pH2 of 5.6 Pa, which are obtained from weight gains of the substrates. The
estimated incoming fluxes of SiO onto the surface of substrate (vertical solid lines) and an
evaporation flux of forsterite at the substrate temperature with αe of 0.03 (dashed line) [10] are
also compared in the Fig. 11. Based on these fluxes in Figure 10 and equation 2.1, the ranges
of αc are estimated to be 0.006–0.09 (Figure 11). Although the current estimate of αc has a
relatively large uncertainty due to the uncertainty of S and is needed to be refined in the future
study, the αc at 1275 K is consistent with the evaporation coefficient for forsterite in hydrogen
gas [8] and is smaller than that of metallic iron (αc~αe~1). The difference in αc and αe for
metallic ion and forsterite may be attributed to the difference in atomic bonds in metallic iron
(metallic bonds) and silicates (ionic and/or covalent bonds). This difference implies that the
growth of forsterite dust occurs less efficiently than that of metallic iron dust in circumstellar
environments although they have similar equilibrium condensation temperatures.
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evaporated forsteritic gas and the ambient H2-H2O gas are expected to be well mixed. The
supersaturation ratio is defined here as the ratio between the incoming flux of SiO to the surface
of the substrate and the ideal evaporation flux of forsterite at the substrate temperature (pSiO=0
and αe=1 in equation 2.1). The incoming flux of SiO to the surface of substrate is estimated
from the weight loss of the gas source, and the ideal evaporation flux of forsterite is obtained
thermodynamically. The silica glass tube used as a vacuum chamber may have acted as a sink
of evaporated gases due to condensation onto the wall, and considering the uncertainty of the
amount of condensed gas onto the wall, the supersaturation ratios (S) for experiments at 1320,
1275, and 1160 K are estimated to be 1–5, 7–190, and 800–8000. These supersaturation ratios
correspond to the supercooling of 0-50, 40–150 and 160–230 K, respectively.
No condensate was found at 1320 K because the degree of supersaturation was too small
for nucleation of forsterite or even the vapor was not saturated with forsterite (S ≈1). The
condensates at S of 800–8000 (1160 K) imply that heterogeneous nucleation of new grains
occurred successively on preexisting grains (Figure 8). On the other hand, at S of 7–190 (1275
K), some grains seem to have grown up to several to ten µm, while some seem to have newly
nucleated on preexisting grains (Figure 8). This suggests that both nucleation and growth of
each condensate occurred at S of 7–190.
These differences would result in a structural difference in forsterite dust condensed in
protoplanetary disks. Aggregates of sub-micron sized fine particles would form with a high
supersaturation (>1000), while aggregates containing micron-sized grains would form with a
supersaturation of <100. Although further investigation is needed, the formation condition of
AOAs in chondrites may be quantitatively found in this experimental setup.
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Figure 10: Condensed fluxes of forsterite on Pt-mesh substrates for five runs at 1275K and pH2 of 5.6 Pa
(closed symbols). The ranges of incoming fluxes of SiO onto the surface of substrates evaluated from
the weight losses of gas-source forsterite (vertical solid lines) and the expected evaporation flux of
forsterite at 1275 K (dashed line) with αe of 0.03 [8] are also plotted. The ranges of S are also shown.
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Figure 11: The ranges of αc evaluated for runs at 1275K and pH2 of 5.6 Pa.
and pH2 of 2 Pa is also shown for comparison (dashed horizontal line).

The αe of 0.03 at 1426 K

5.Summary
It is important to understand the kinetic aspect of dust formation processes in space,
especially the vapor growth kinetics of dust, because dust formation occurs in time-variant
circumstellar environments. Condensation and evaporation rates of metallic iron and forsterite,
major dust-forming minerals, under low-pressure conditions are expressed by the HertzKnudsen equation derived from the kinetic theory of gases. The condensation and evaporation
coefficients are dimensionless parameters in the Hertz-Knudsen equation, ranging from 0 to 1,
reflect surface kinetic hindrances of condensation and evaporation processes. These kinetic
parameters are crucial to understand the formation and evolution of circumstellar dust particles.
Experimental studies have shown that the evaporation and condensation coefficients of
metallic iron in vacuum are close to unity, suggesting that evaporation and condensation of
metallic iron proceed at the maximum rates given by the kinetic theory of gases without any
significant kinetic hindrances. On the other hand, evaporation of forsterite in vacuum and in
9
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low-pressure hydrogen gas is kinetically more inhibited than metallic iron, and the evaporation
coefficient ranges from 0.1 to 0.02 depending on temperature, hydrogen gas pressure, and
crystallographic orientations. Anisotropic evaporation of forsterite leads to the change of
shape of crystalline forsterite dust, which would result in the change of infrared spectral features
and would be a powerful probe for dust-evolution in circumstellar environments.
Condensation experiments on forsterite have been carried out at low pressures in the
system of Mg2SiO4-H2-H2O. Polycrystalline forsterite was obtained as condensates at 1160 K
and the supersaturation ratio of 800-8000 and at 1275 K and the supersaturation ratio of 7-190.
The condensation coefficient of forsterite has been estimated to be in the range of 0.09–0.006
although it should be refined in future studies. The smaller ac of forsterite indicates lessefficient formation of forsterite dust than metallic iron in space.

