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There are strong indications that charged fermions masses have origin in the Higgs mechanism.
We review here attempts that provide the same source for neutrino mass. If one sticks to simple
scenarios, the type II seesaw comes closest to achieving this, whereas if one looks for more
complete theories the minimal LR symmetric model stands out as the theory that led originally
to neutrino mass, the seesaw mechanism and the lepton number violation at hadronic colliders.
These historical developments are deeply connected with the neutrinoless double beta decay and a
plethora of low energy lepton number and flavor violating processes. Moreover, the theory offers
a potential LHC probe of the Higgs origin of neutrino mass in analogy with charged fermions.
We offer here a short review of these issues. The examples of other well motivated theories are
the MSSM and the minimal extension of the minimal SU(5) grand unified theory, discussed en
passant.
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Origin of Neutrino Mass

1. Introduction

Now that the Higgs boson has been found, we have a real possibility of probing the origin
of mass of elementary particles. The main virtue of the Higgs mechanism is that the Higgs boson
decay rates in the Standard Model are completely determined by the masses of particles in question.
In particular, the one-to-one correspondence between masses and Yukawa couplings of charged
fermions allows one to predict the Higgs boson decays into fermion anti-fermion pairs

Γ(h→ f f̄ ) ∝ GFmhm2
f . (1.1)

The SM fortunately has one failure as we all know: in its minimal version it predicts massless
neutrinos, and thus provides a window into new physics. If one wishes to probe the Higgs origin of
neutrino mass, one has to do what Weinberg [1] did for charged fermions. We discuss here under
which circumstances this may be possible. We go first through simplest possibilities of (i) neutrino
being Dirac particle, (ii) neutrino being Majorana particle through the effective d = 5 approach and
(iii) the three seesaw mechanisms.

These scenarios can account a posteriori for neutrino mass. However, neutrino mass was
predicted long before experiment by the minimal LR symmetric theory [2], introduced originally
in order to account for violation of parity in weak interactions. Moreover, with the advent of the
seesaw mechanism [3], neutrino ended up naturally much lighter than the electron. The essential
point of the seesaw is that it leads to neutrino being a Majorana particle which implies ∆L = 2
violation of lepton number through

a) neutrinoless double beta decay (0ν2β ), suggested [4] soon after Majorana classic work [5].
The LR symmetric theory implies its possible new origin [6] through the Right-Handed (RH) cur-
rents, as a clear example of new physics contribution to this process [7].

b) production of same sign charged lepton pairs in hadron colliders (the KS process) [8]. This
high energy analog of neutrinoless double beta decay offers the possibility of probing directly the
Majorana neutrino nature.

While the neutrinoless double beta decay has been considered a text-book probe of Majorana
neutrino mass, the like-sign lepton pair production at hadronic colliders has gained wide attention
with arrival of the LHC. Ironically, the LHC could shed more light on neutrino mass than neutri-
noless double beta decay itself, since the latter process could be induced by new physics. If the
new physics is due to the RH neutrino and gauge boson as in [8], the LHC can in principle test the
Higgs mechanism origin of neutrino mass [9], in a similar manner to what the SM does for charged
fermions. In order for this to work it is essential to know the RH quark mixing matrix; its analytic
form being only recently obtained [17]. These new results arguably show that the LR model is a
self-contained and predictive theory of neutrino mass.

What about other theories of neutrino mass potentially manifestable at the LHC? An example
is provided by the minimal extension of the minimal SU(5) grand unified theory that leads to the
hybrid type I and type III seesaw, and predicts a triplet of fermions in the TeV regime potentially
accessible to the LHC [10]. A more popular example is the Minimal Supersymmetric Standard
Model (MSSM) without ad-hoc R-parity conservation; however a huge number of parameters of
the MSSM makes it hard, if possible at all, to make precise physical statements. We come back to
it in the Summary and Outlook section.
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2. SM seesaw scenarios and the origin of neutrino mass

Dirac neutrino. Let us assume first that neutrino is the Dirac particle through the addition of the
RH neutrino. In complete analogy with charged fermions, we would have for its Yukawa coupling

Y D
ν =

g
2

mν

MW
, (2.1)

too small to be ever observed. This could be called a devilish conspiracy where neutrino mass is
only visible in neutrino oscillations. It requires however an artificial assumption of practically zero
RH neutrino mass, equivalent to ad hoc global lepton number conservation.

Majorana neutrino. If we wish to account for tiny neutrino masses with only the SM degrees of
freedom, we need d = 5 effective operator [11]

L = ci j
LiHHL j

M
, (2.2)

where Li stands for left-handed leptonic doublets and H for the usual Higgs doublet. This in turn
produces neutrino Majorana masses. Exactly in the same manner as in the Dirac case, one would
obtain for the effective Yukawa coupling, now of Majorana nature

Y M
ν =

g
2

mν

MW
(2.3)

equally small and unobservable as in the pure Dirac case.
By itself, the effective d = 5 interaction offers basically no new accessible physics besides non-

vanishing neutrino mass. and so it cries for the UV completion. The simplest one is provided by
the seesaw mechanism [3], today considered the main paradigm behind the smallness of neutrino
mass. In its simple version where one adds just one type of particles, there are only three seesaw
types. One can give up on this assumption, but then one opens a Pandora box of innumerable ways
of obtaining neutrino mass, something we will shy away from here.

Type I seesaw. This original seesaw scenario [3], with RH neutrinos N on top of the SM, comes
short of doing the job. Even the complete knowledge of Mν and MN does not suffice to predict
Dirac Yukawa (and associated N decay rates); its determination is plagued by the arbitrary complex
orthogonal matrix O [14] whose elements have no upper limit at all.

Type II seesaw. Instead of RH neutrinos, one adds a complex scalar triplet coupled to lep-
tons [12]. Here the situation is much more promising: the knowledge of neutrino masses and
mixings allows to predict decay rates of double charged scalars into lepton pairs [15]. The setback
is the lack of deeper motivation for the model.

Type III seesaw. This is similar to the type I situation, since one trades singlet RH neutrinos for
the SU(2) fermion triplets [13]. Once again there is a problem of an arbitrary orthogonal matrix O.
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3. Left-right symmetry and the origin of neutrino mass

The idea of LR symmetry comes as a desire to understand the origin of parity violation in
weak interactions. It is important to recall that a wish to have parity as a fundamental symmetry in
beta decay is as old as the suggestion of its breakdown. In their classic paper, Lee and Yang [18]
argue in favor of the existence of the opposite chirality heavy proton and neutron, which would
make the world parity symmetric at high energies.

Left-right gauge theory. The LR symmetric gauge theories, on the other hand, keep the fermionic
content of the SM intact, and instead doubles the weak gauge sector. The minimal model [2] is
based on the following electroweak gauge group

SU(2)L×SU(2)R×U(1)B−L , (3.1)

plus a symmetry between the left and right sectors. Quarks and leptons are completely LR sym-
metric

QL,R =

(
u
d

)
L,R

, `L,R =

(
ν

e

)
L,R

. (3.2)

The formula for the electromagnetic charge becomes

Qem = I3L + I3R +
B−L

2
. (3.3)

LR symmetries. It is easy to verify that the only realistic discrete symmetries exchanging the left
and right sectors, preserving the kinetic terms are

P :


fL↔ fR

Φ↔Φ†

∆L↔ ∆R

C :


fL↔ ( fR)

c

Φ↔ΦT

∆L↔ ∆∗R

(3.4)

where ( fR)
c = Cγ0 f ∗R is the charge-conjugate spinor. The names of P and C are motivated by the

fact that they are directly related to parity and charge conjugation, supplemented by the exchange
of the left and right SU(2) gauge groups, as is evident from (3.4).

The modern day version of the theory is based on the seesaw mechanism. The Higgs sector
consists of the following multiplets [19]: the bi-doublet Φ and the SU(2)L,R triplets ∆L,R

Φ =

[
φ 0

1 φ
+
2

φ
−
1 −φ 0∗

2

]
, ∆L,R =

[
∆+/
√

2 ∆++

∆0 −∆+/
√

2

]
L,R

(3.5)

The first stage of symmetry breaking down to the SM symmetry takes the following form [20]

〈∆0
L〉= 0, 〈∆0

R〉= vR (3.6)

with vR giving masses to the heavy charged and neutral gauge bosons WR,ZR, right-handed neutri-
nos and all the scalars except for the usual Higgs doublet (the light doublet in the bi-doublet Φ).
Next, the neutral components of Φ develop vevs and break the SM symmetry down to U(1)em

〈Φ〉= vdiag(cosβ ,−sinβe−ia) (3.7)
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where v is real and positive and β < π/4, 0 < a < 2π .
In turn, ∆L develops a tiny induced vev 〈∆L〉 ∝ v2/vR [21] which leads to the type II seesaw

source of neutrino mas [12].

Domain wall problem. It is well known that the spontaneous breaking of discrete symmetries
produces domain walls which would under normal circumstances destroy the success of the stan-
dard big-bang cosmological model, leading to a notorious domain wall problem. The simplest way
out would be inflation, but in the minimal model there is no candidate for an inflaton. There is also
a possibility of symmetry non-restoration at high temperature [22] which could prevent a formation
of domain walls [23], but that is questionable [24]. Fortunately, the possible LR symmetry breaking
terms due to quantum gravity, even if suppressed by the Planck scale and thus almost negligible,
suffice to get rid [25] of the domain walls early enough and not spoil the success of the BBN. For
this reason, we believe that the domain wall problem can be safely ignored, at least until one has
a predictive of quantum gravity effects, and we thus turn to physical consequences of the LR and
gauge symmetry breaking.

Gauge bosons. Without assuming LR symmetry one gets for the WR,ZR masses

M2
WR

= g2
R v2

R, M2
ZR

= 2(g2
R +g2

B−L)v2
R (3.8)

where gR and gB−L gauge couplings correspond to SU(2)R and (B−L)/2, respectively. Hence a
strict limit MZR &

√
2MWR , which guarantees that WR must be seen before ZR.

For the LR symmetric gauge couplings relevant for the minimal model g ≡ gL = gR one gets
then a simplified expression

MZR =
√

2
cosθW√
cos2θW

MWR '
√

3MWR . (3.9)

The new neutral gauge boson ZR is substantially heavier that its charged counterpart WR, which
makes it unlikely to be discovered at the LHC (see more below).

Quark sector. The LR symmetry restricts severely quark Yukawa couplings. In the case of quarks
the Yukawas are either hermitian for generalised parity or symmetric for generalised charge con-
jugation. In the latter case this guarantees the equality of left and right quark mixing angles, with
five extra arbitrary phases in the RH current. The case of P is more involved since the complex vev
of (3.7) makes quark mass matrices non-hermitian. The search for the RH quark mixing matrix VR

has been a great challenge for now forty years, and only recently the following analytic form valid
in the entire parameter space was finally obtained [17].

Remarkably, in spite of near maximal LR symmetry breaking at low energies, the LH and RH
mixing angles end up being almost exactly the same, while the new RH phases depend on a single
parameter sat2β which measures the departure from the hermiticity of quark mass matrices. One
has the upper bound sat2β . 2mb/mt and the following expression for the quark mixing VR at first
order [17]

(VR)i j ' (VL)i j− isat2β

[
(VLmdV †

L )ik(VL)k j

mui +muk

+
(VL)ik(V

†
L muVL)k j

mdk +md j

]
+O(s2

at2
2β
) (3.10)
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The convergence is quite fast provided the sat2β is not close to its upper limit; in any case it is
straightforward to obtain higher order terms of the series [17]. As an illustration we give the
difference between left and right mixing angles

θ
12
R −θ

12
L '−sat2β

mt

ms
sinθ

23
L sinθ

13
L sinδL (3.11)

θ
23
R −θ

23
L '−sat2β

mt

mb

ms

mb
sinθ

12
L sinθ

13
L sinδL (3.12)

θ
13
R −θ

13
L ' sat2β

mt

mb

ms

mb
sinθ

12
L sinθ

23
L sinδL (3.13)

Since the LR symmetry in weak interactions is maximally broken at low energies, one would
generally expect large differences of quark mixing angles. This would be true if not for the fact
that the CKM mixing angles are small to start with, as manifest from (3.11), (3.12) and (3.13).

Leptonic sector. A question could be asked as what happens if the N masses are small, so small
that one ends up effectively with the case of Dirac neutrinos. It requires extremely small Dirac
Yukawas for neutrinos, hard to achieve in the minimal model [26]. The seesaw mechanism emerged
as a solution to this unappealing and un-natural scenario. In the seesaw picture the Majorana
neutrino mass matrix is given by [21]

Mν = ML−MT
D

1
MN

MD, (3.14)

where MD is the neutrino Dirac mass matrix, while ML ∝ M2
WL
/MWR and MN ∝ MWR are the sym-

metric Majorana mass matrices of left- and right-handed neutrinos, respectively. The smallness of
neutrino mass is the consequence of near maximality of parity violation in beta decay, and in the
infinite limit for the WR mass one recovers massless neutrinos of the SM.

The case of C as the LR symmetry is rather illustrative, since it implies ML = vL/vR MN and
symmetric Dirac mass matrices MD = MT

D . The latter relation eliminates the arbitrary complex
orthogonal matrix O that obscures the usual seesaw mechanism in the SM with N. This provides
the fundamental difference between the naive seesaw and the LR symmetric theory, since in LR
Dirac mass matrix MD can be obtained directly from (3.14). In the type I seesaw picture, chosen
only for the sake of simplicity, one gets [9]

MD = iMN

√
M−1

N Mν , (3.15)

and thereby one can determine the mixing between light and heavy neutrinos. The square root in
3.15 has a number of discrete solutions and only in some pathological points continuous arbitrary
parameters can arise.

The essential point is that the knowledge of MD, or equivalently YD, allows for a direct probe
of the Higgs origin of the neutrino mass, in analogy with the charged fermions in the SM. Namely,
one can predict the associated Higgs, W and Z decays into N, or vice versa if N are heavy enough.
The latter case is illustrated in Fig.1 for two different values of the WR gauge boson mass. In the
range of N mass between 100−200 GeV these decays becomes potentially observable at the LHC.

6
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Figure 1: Branching ratio for the decay of heavy N into the Higgs and SM gauge bosons, proceeding via
Dirac couplings [9].

The situation in the case of P is more subtle, but similar constraints emerge and again Dirac
Yukawas get determined [42].

As we will see, if the scale of parity restoration is in the few TeV region, the theory offers a rich
LHC phenomenology and a plethora of lepton flavor violating processes. Even more important,
there is a deep connection between lepton number violation at LHC and in neutrinoless double
decay [28].

The left and right-handed charged gauge bosons with their corresponding leptonic interactions
in the mass eigenstate basis are

LW =− g√
2

(
νLV †

L /WLeL +NRV †
R /WReR

)
+h.c. (3.16)

In order to avoid cumbersome indices, we use the same notation for quark and lepton mixing
matrices. We caution the reader not to confuse them.

Limits on the LR scale. The KL−KS mass difference implies a lower theoretical limit on MWR

on the order of a few TeV [33]. The limit on the scale was sharpened in recent years in [34]. We
will not discuss it here, since it was recently reviewed by us in [35]. Moreover, the LHC is slowly
but surely catching up with theory; for a large range of N masses one gets MWR & 3 TeV [36].

LR symmetry and Grand unification. The minimal grand unified theory that contains the LR
model is based on the SO(10) gauge group. The important question is whether the LHC accessible
scale can be incorporated in the case of the minimal model; and the answer is unfortunately no.
This nice possibility existed before the weak mixing angle was measured precisely [37], but in
the real world the LR scale must be quite large, on the order of 1010 GeV or so [38]. Of course,
one can always bring the scale down by increasing the number of Higgs multiplets, but then one
loses the predictions of grand unification and thus to us that is more semantics than physics. Grand
unification is a deep and beautiful idea but the picture of the desert is rather painful, especially
today that we LHC on our hands and new accelerators thought about seriously.
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LR symmetry and naturalness. A lover of naturalness must be worried at this point since clearly
this theory is plagued by the same hierarchy issue as the SM. One can always resort to low energy
supersymmetry as a way to naturalness and clearly one did. The supersymmetric version of the LR
model has been studied extensively over the years (one of us spent a great deal of time working on
it), but here we prefer to restrict ourselves to the minimal model in order to boost predictivity and
simplicity. Suffice to say that for the low LR scale R-parity must be broken [39] whereas in the
high scale case one can show that it remains exact [40]

3.1 Lepton Number Violation

The Majorana nature of ν and N implies Lepton Number Violation (LNV), both at low and
high energies and we discuss here some important examples.

Neutrinoless double beta decay. This low energy process is the text-book example of LNV. In
this theory it is induced by the usual exchange of light Majorana neutrinos and the W boson, and
also by its RH analog exchange of N and WR as noticed already in [6]. The new contribution can
easily dominate the usual neutrino one, and moreover, if neutrino masses turn out to be small, it
may be necessary in case this process gets observed in near future. If that were to happen, the WR

mass would have to lie tantalisingly close to the LHC reach [28].
The total effective mass parameter controlling the rate of neutrinoless double beta decay due

to light and heavy neutrinos is given by

|mee
ν+N |=

√
|(Mν)ee|2 +

|(VR)
q
11|4

|(VL)
q
11|4

M8
WL

M8
WR

∣∣∣∣( k2

MN

)
ee

∣∣∣∣2 (3.17)

where Mν and MN are the corresponding neutrino mass matrices, k is a measure of the light neutrino
momentum on the order of 100 MeV and depends on the specific nucleus, and V q

L,R are the left and
right-handed quark mixing matrices. The knowledge of V q

R is essential in order to make accurate
calculation of the decay rate. From (3.10) it is easily shown that |(VR)

q
11|/|(VL)

q
11| ' 1 which

simplifies the analysis.
An illustration requires the knowledge of the right-handed leptonic mixing matrix. A simple

example is provided by the type II seesaw as shown in Fig. 2. In this case the usual cancellation
which occurs in the light neutrino exchange of normal spectrum disappears and both hierarchies
become equally promising.

LHC signatures. The Majorana nature of N allows also for the direct LNV at hadronic colliders:
the Keung-Senjanovic (KS) production process of two same signs charged leptons accompanied
with two jets [8], shown in the Fig. 3. Moreover this process allows for the possibility of establish-
ing directly the Majorana nature of N since then both same and opposite sign charged leptons decay
products occur with the same probability. It should be stressed that this has become the paradigm
for LNV at the hadronic colliders, and it occurs in basically any theory that leads to Majorana
neutrinos.

From the KS process one could probe both WR and N masses, and also the RH leptonic mixing
angles [43, 44]. The detailed studies for the LHC were performed in [45, 46] where it was argued
that high luminosity of 300 fb−1 reach goes all the way to 5−6 TeV (for a roadmap at the LHC, see
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Figure 2: The total contribution of light and heavy neutrino masses to neutrinoless double beta decay
effective mass parameter.

d

u

WR

ℓ

N
ℓ

WR

j

j

1

Figure 3: The KS production process of lepton number violating same sign di-leptons through the produc-
tion and subsequent decay of N.

[47]). Moreover, one could measure the chirality of N couplings and establish their RH nature [45,
48]. For reviews of this subject, see [49].

In the LR model the dominant LNV effect is through the on-shell production of WR; it could
also occur through the small ν −N mixing and the usual W exchange, but that requires huge MD

[50].

What happens with the LNV when WR is too heavy to be observed directly? Since WR mixes
with WL one could hope for indirect effects due to the mixing, but it is too small (θLR . 10−3) to
matter at the LHC. We could still imagine the doubly charged scalars in ∆L,R to be light enough to
see LNV through their decays into lepton pairs, but what if even they were too heavy to be seen?
One last hope is provided by the SM Higgs boson decays as long it mixes appreciably with the
neutral ∆R scalar, since in this case one can obtain LNV h→ NN decays [51], with N decaying
into a charged lepton and two jets. This has been recently revisited in the context of the LHC and
argued in favor of its feasibility [52].
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3.2 Lepton Flavor Violation

Low energy signatures. There are a number of LFV processes providing constraints on the
masses and gauge mixings of right-handed neutrinos and on the masses of the doubly charged
scalars, such as µ− e conversion in nuclei, µ → eγ , µ → 3e, and their analogues for the τ lepton,
rare K and B meson decays, and so on.

The most relevant constraint up to date arises from the muon rare decay µ → 3e with an
experimental limit BR(µ → 3e) < 1.0×10−12 [?]. The branching ratio induced by the tree level
exchange of doubly charged bosons ∆

++
L and ∆

++
R is given by

BR(µ → 3e) =
1
2

(
MW

MWR

)4 ∣∣∣∣VR
mN

m∆

V T
R

∣∣∣∣2
eµ

∣∣∣∣VR
mN

m∆

V T
R

∣∣∣∣2
ee

(3.18)

where 1/m2
∆
≡ 1/m2

∆L
+1/m2

∆R
and VR stands for the right-handed leptonic mixing matrix. For light

WR gauge boson mass at the TeV scale, the LFV rates are mainly controlled by the ratio mN/m∆, in
addition to mixing angles and phases. Roughly one has the upper bound mN/m∆ . 0.1. The Fig. 4
exemplifies the upper limit in the case of type II seesaw.

10-4 0.001 0.01 0.1 1

0.05

0.10

0.50

1.00

5.00

lightest neutrino mass in eV

m
N

�
m

D

absolute bound from LFV

always allowed by LFV
MWR = 3.5 TeVMWR

= 3.5 TeV

Normal Hierarchy

10-4 0.001 0.01 0.1 1

0.05

0.10

0.50

1.00

5.00

lightest neutrino mass in eV

m
N

�
m

D

absolute bound from LFV

always allowed by LFV
MWR

= 3.5 TeV

Inverted Hierarchy

Figure 4: Upper bounds on mheaviest
N /m∆ from µ→ 3e for a representative value of MWR = 3.5 TeV. The dots

show the (most probable) upper bounds resulting for different mixing angles and phases whereas the dark
line represent the absolute upper bound.

High energy signatures. We have already remarked in the previous subsection that the KS
process allows for the determination of the RH leptonic mixing matrix. This includes all possible
LVF channels which may or may not be LNV processes.

As in the low energy case, the production of decay of the doubly charged bosons ∆
++
L and

∆
++
R leads in general to LFV and can be used to extract the RH leptonic mixings [44]. This is

reminiscence of the type II seesaw we commented on at the beginning.

3.3 Dark matter

It can be easily shown that the only candidate for the DM particle in the MLRSM is the lightest
RH neutrino if it is light enough to be sufficiently stable. For this reason it cannot act as the cold
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DM, but it could be a warm DM with a mass around keV [53, 54]. This is reminiscent of the
original SM case augmented with N’s [55], so it works for a heavy WR as expected. However, there
is a possible window for MWR ' 5 GeV, accessible at the LHC. What makes it really interesting is
that the spectrum and mixings of RH neutrinos get completely fixed, but unfortunately they end up
too light to be observed in the KS process, thus making it hard to probe directly the Higgs origin
of neutrino mass.

Speaking strictly for ourselves, we would prefer a different DM candidate although that re-
quires going beyond the minimal model (unless DM is in the form of microscopic black holes). At
this point we reserve our judgment, and do not insist on the above DM scenario. If WR were really
light enough to be observed at the LHC, it would be rather exciting to see what the RH neutrino
mass spectrum is.

4. Other theories of neutrino mass

MSSM and neutrino mass. A well motivated example is the Minimal Supersymmetric Standard
Model (MSSM) since in its generality it predicts non-vanishing neutrino mass and even the seesaw
mechanism. If one does not assume R-parity conservation (R-parity is completely ad-hoc in the
MSSM), one has massive Majorana neutrino and the associated rich physics both in the neutrinoless
double beta decay and at the LHC [56]. The lightest neutrino then cannot play the role of the dark
matter, but there is always gravitino as a natural DM candidate due to its longevity. Unfortunately,
a proliferation of parameters due to the ignorance of sfermion masses and mixings prevents one
from making any predictions without making arbitrary assumptions. For this reason we did not
discuss it here. We only make a passing remark, important for the fans of the high scale seesaw
mechanism. In this case, as long as the seesaw is based on the gauged B-L [57] as in LR symmetry,
Pati-Salam and SO(10), Rp remains exact at all energies [58].

Grand unification and neutrino mass probe at the LHC . What about grand unification and
the probe of neutrino mass? While SO(10) theory is the most natural candidate as a theory of
neutrino mass, in the minimal versions the scale of new physics is not directly accessible so it is
logical to turn to the original prototype of grand unification, the SU(5) theory. The minimal model
of Georgi and Glashow [32] was remarkably predictive, so much that it managed to fail in spite
of possible threshold effects at the GUT scale. It fails doubly: (i) it does not unify and (ii) just
as the SM, it predicts massless neutrino, The simplest way to cure (i) is to add an adjoint fermion
representation [10], for it has gaugino like particles, essential for the success of the low energy
supersymmetric unification. This theory then leads to a hybrid hybrid type I plus type III seesaw,
and most important it predicts a light weak triplet fermion [10] with a mass in the TeV energy
range. Its decays allow one to reconstruct the neutrino mass matrix, for it turns out that the lightest
neutrino is effectively massless [16]. A careful study [59] shows that the triplet can be observed at
the 14 TeV LHC with 100 f b−1 luminosity with the mass up to 700 GeV.

5. Neutrino mass and the interpretation of recent excesses at the LHC.

There have been a number of reported excesses recently at the LHC with different degrees of
certainty (around a few sigma), but none close to be discoveries [60]. Some interesting channels
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are of WZ, Wh and eē j j type and could be in principle explained through the production of WR and
its decays, as long as the LH and RH gauge couplings are not the same. The eē j j process is not
accompanied by the LNV ee j j as in the case of the KS, which requires the degenerate Majorana
RH neutrinos in the minimal LR model [61]. There is also a di-photon decay excess [62] around
3σ of a supposed neutral 750 GeV resonance which produced a flurry of activity in recent weeks.
In the meantime there is a claim that the actual significance is lower, more like σ [63]. While the
minimal LR possesses neutral scalars such as δ 0

L,R that can decay into two photons through a WR

and charged Higgs loop, the cross section is not in accord with the data [64].
We personally believe, however, and bet that all of these anomalies will go away and so we

ignore them here.

6. Summary and Outlook

We discussed here an experimental probe of Majorana neutrino mass origin, both at colliders
through the production of the same sign di-leptons, and through neutrinoless double beta decay.
A classical example is provided by the LR symmetric theory that predicts the existence of right-
handed neutrinos and leads to the seesaw mechanism. A TeV scale LR symmetry would have
spectacular signatures at LHC, with a possible discovery of WR and νR. This offers a possibility of
observing parity restoration and the Majorana nature of neutrinos. Furthermore, the measurements
at the colliders can fix the masses and the mixings of the right-handed neutrinos, which in turn can
make predictions for the neutrinoless double beta decay and lepton flavor violation [28].

One of the main messages that we wish to convey is that, contrary to the conventional claims
in the literature, neutrinoless double beta decay may be dominated by new physics and not by
neutrino masses. This would be great news for if new physics were a source of the neutrinoless
double beta decay it would have to lie at the TeV scale in order to provide a large enough effect. In
other words, new physics behind neutrinoless double beta decay is likely to be at the LHC reach.

In summary, we hope to have convinced you that the LHC has all the potential to probe the
origin of neutrino mass, and complete the picture of the Higgs mechanism behind elementary
particle masses.

7. Acknowledgements

G.S. wishes to thank the organisers of the Planck 2015 for the opportunity to present this
material in the proceedings in spite of being unable to participate due to unfortunate circumstances.
We are grateful to our collaborators on the issues discussed here, notably Wai-Yee Keung, Rabi
Mohapatra, Alessio Maiezza, Miha Nemevsek, Fabrizio Nesti and Yue Zhang.

References

[1] S. Weinberg, “A Model of Leptons,” Phys. Rev. Lett. 19, 1264 (1967).

[2] J. C. Pati and A. Salam, “Lepton Number As The Fourth Color,” Phys. Rev. D 10 (1974) 275.

R. N. Mohapatra and J. C. Pati, “A ’Natural’ Left-Right Symmetry,” Phys. Rev. D 11 (1975) 2558.

12



P
o
S
(
P
L
A
N
C
K
 
2
0
1
5
)
1
4
1

Origin of Neutrino Mass
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[9] M. Nemevšek, G. Senjanović and V. Tello, “Connecting Dirac and Majorana Neutrino Mass Matrices
in the Minimal Left-Right Symmetric Model,” Phys. Rev. Lett. 110 (2013) 15, 151802
[arXiv:1211.2837 [hep-ph]].
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[22] S. Weinberg, “Gauge and Global Symmetries at High Temperature,” Phys. Rev. D 9 (1974) 3357.
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