Intrinsic quantum mechanics
behind the Standard Model?
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We suggest the gauge groups SU(3), SU(2) and U(1) to share a common origin in U(3). We
take the Lie group U(3) to serve as an intrinsic configuration space for baryons. A spontaneous
symmetry break in the baryonic state selects a U(2) subgroup for the Higgs mechanism. The
Higgs field enters the symmetry break to relate the strong and electroweak energy scales by exchange of one quantum of action between the two sectors. This shapes the Higgs potential to
fourth order. Recently intrinsic quantum mechanics has given a suggestion for the Cabibbo angle
from theory (EPL124-2018) and a prediction for the Higgs couplings to gauge bosons (EPL1252019). Previously it has given the nucleon mass and the parton distribution functions for u and
d quarks in the proton (EPL102-2013). It has given a quite accurate equation for the Higgs mass
in closed form (IJMPA30-2015) and an N and Delta spectrum essentially without missing resonances (arXiv:1109.4732). The intrinsic space is to be distinguished from an interior space. The
intrinsic space is non-spatial, i.e. no gravity in intrinsic space. The configuration variable is like
a generalized spin variable excited from laboratory space by kinematic generators: momentum,
spin and Laplace-Runge-Lenz operators. The baryon dynamics resides in a Hamiltonian on U(3)
and projects to laboratory space by the momentum form of the wavefunction. The momentum
form generates conjugate quark and gluon fields. Local gauge invariance in laboratory space follows from unitarity of the configuration variable and left invariance of the coordinate fields on the
intrinsic space. Future work should aim to invoke leptons in the second and third generations and
quarks in the third.
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1. Intrinsic configuration space for baryons
In 1925 George Uhlenbeck and Samuel Goudsmit were the first to see the electron spin as a
new, intrinsic degree of freedom to explain splitting of atomic levels in magnetic fields [1].
With a generalization of the idea of intrinsic variables, we consider baryons as stationary states
on a compact U(3) Lie group configuration space [2]


h̄c
1
1
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− ∆ + Tr χ Ψ(u) = E Ψ(u), u = eiχ ∈ U(3).
a
2
2

(1.1)

χ = (aθ j p j + α j S j + β j M j )) /h̄,

p j ≡ −ih̄

h̄
1 ∂
= T j , θ j , α j , β j ∈ R, j = 1, 2, 3
a ∂θj
a

(1.2)

where eiθ j are the three eigenvalues of u and θ j are dynamical angular variables. We interpret
the three toroidal generators T j as colour generators. The toroidal generators are conjugate to the
angular variables, i.e.
[∂ j , θi ] = δi j ⇔ dθi (∂ j ) = δi j ,

∂ j |u = uiT j ,

(1.3)

where ∂ j are left invariant coordinate fields on U(3) and dθ j are corresponding coordinate forms,
see e.g. pp. 84 in [3].

Figure 1: First left: The dynamical toroidal angles of the intrinsic configuration space U(3) maps to laboratory space coordinates via a length scale a determined as πa = re from the classical electron radius
re . The classical electron radius is determined from the classical electrostatic "self-energy" of the electron,
e2
2
4πε0 re = me c , p. 97 in [4]. The intrinsic potential folds out to be periodic in the angular variables, see third.
Third from left: The Higgs potential (solid, blue) is shaped and scaled by the intrinsic potential (dashed,
red). The potential is inherited from Manton’s action in lattice gauge theory [5]. We also show a potential
inspired by Wilson’s action (dotted, green) [6]. The two potentials give the same fit and thus the same value
for Higgs mass and self-coupling. They also give the same constant term and thus the same value for dark
energy to baryon matter ratio, but only the Manton-inspired potential gives a satisfactory reproduction of the
baryon spectrum [7]. The reduced zone schemes, p. 160 in [8], (second and fourth from left) show choices
of Bloch wave vectors κ for neutronic and protonic states respectively. Figure left from [9] and right from
[10].
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The configuration variable u is generated by nine kinematic generators T j , S j , M j , thus
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The scale a enters the model when the three toroidal degrees of freedom are related to the three
spatial degrees of freedom in laboratory space by the projection, see fig. 1
x j = aθ j .

(1.4)

Thus we define intrinsic momentum operators p j proportional to the toroidal generators as stated in
(1.2). Hereby the canonical action-angle quantization in (1.3) translates into momentum-position
quantization at the origo of the configuration space
(1.5)

It is via (1.4) and (1.5) that the physical dimensions enter the model (1.1).
The S j we interpret as intrinsic spin and M j contains flavour. The M j s commute like LaplaceRunge-Lenz operators and the S j s commute as intrinsic spin operators like in body fixed coordinates in nuclear physics (see e.g. p. 87 in [11])
[Mi , M j ] = [Si , S j ] = −ih̄εi jk Sk .

(1.6)

In a coordinate representation (see e.g. pp. 210 in [12]) we have e.g. [2]
S1 = aθ2 p3 − aθ3 p2 = h̄λ7 ,

M1 /h̄ = θ2 θ3 +

a2
p2 p3 = λ6 .
h̄2

(1.7)

Here the Gell-Mann matrices λ7 and λ6 represent the generators in a matrix representation (see e.g.
pp. 209 in [12]). The trace potential
1
Tr χ 2 =
2
where
w(θ ) =

3

∑ w(θ j ),

(1.8)

j=1

1
(θ − n · 2π)2 , θ ∈ [(2n − 1)π, (2n + 1)π] , n ∈ Z
2

(1.9)

depends only on the three eigenvalues eiθ j of u since the trace is invariant under conjugations
u → v−1 uv, v ∈ U(3) and in particular under diagonalization of u. The potential is periodic in
the three eigenangles θ j , j = 1, 2, 3 manifesting the compactness of the configuration space. The
Laplacian in a polar decompostion reads [13]



3
3
3
Sk2 + Mk2 /h̄2
1 ∂ 2 ∂
1
J
− ∑
,
J = ∏ 2 sin
(θi − θ j ) .
(1.10)
∆= ∑ 2
21
∂ θ j i<
2
i< j
j 8 sin 2 (θi − θ j )
j=1 J ∂ θ j
k6=i, j

The measure-scaled wavefunction Φ = JΨ can be factorized into
Φ(u) = R(θ1 , θ2 , θ3 )ϒ(α1 , α2 , α3 , β1 , β2 , β3 ).

(1.11)

The quantum fields on which QCD [14] is based, are generated by the momentum form of
the measure-scaled wavefunction acting on quark and gluon generators from the Lie group algebra
T j , j = 1, 2, 3 and λk , k = 1, 2, · · · , 8 respectively, see sec. 2.
2
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[p j , aθi ] = −ih̄δi j .
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The off-diagonal variables α j , β j in (1.2), (1.11) can be integrated out and the Schrödinger
equation (1.1) solved by a Rayleigh-Ritz method [15, 16], expanding the measure-scaled toroidal
wavefunction R respectively for neutronic and protonic states on Slater determinants
cos pθ1 cos pθ2 cos pθ3

−i
1  i (θ1 +θ2 +θ3 )
+ e 2 (θ1 +θ2 +θ3 ) f pqr ∈ R p (1.12)
f pqr = sin qθ1 sin qθ2 sin qθ3 ∈ Rn and
e2
2
cos rθ1 cos rθ2 cos rθ3

to relate the strong and electroweak sectors by exchange of one unit of space action hc and together
with the intrinsic potential (1.8) to scale and shape the Higgs potential [9]
1
1
1
VH (φ ) = δ 2 φ02 − µ 2 φ 2 + λ 2 φ 2 ,
2
2
4

1
1
1
δ 2 = ϕ02 , µ 2 = ϕ02 , λ 2 = .
4
2
2

(1.14)

Here Λ = h̄c/a from (1.1), α is the fine structure coupling and ϕ0 is the Higgs field vacuum expectation value determined by (1.13).

2. Local gauge invariance from intrinsic structure
We show here how local gauge invariance follows from left invariant coordinate fields and how
unitary configuration variables are required.
First we generate colour quark fields ψ j by use of the momentum form on the measure-scaled
toroidal wavefunction R in (1.11), thus
ψ j (u) = dRu (iT j ) = ∂ j |u [R].

(2.1)

In general the momentum form acts on an element Z of the algebra as
dΦu (Z) ≡ Zu [Φ] =

d
Φ(uetZ )|t=0
dt

(2.2)

and is also called a derivation or an exterior derivative. Think of a directional derivative on a
curved surface along a tangent direction. When restricting to the torus as in (2.1), we generate
colour quark fields. The six off-toroidal derivatives generate six of the eight gluon fields. The
remaining two gluon fields correspond to the diagonal Gell-Mann generators λ3 and λ8 which are
linear combinations of the three toroidal generators T j .
Secondly we require local gauge invariance of a Hamiltonian (p. 145 in [18]) constructed from
the colour quark fields generated in (2.1)
Z

H=


α · ∇ + β mc2 ψ dx3 , ψ † = (ψ1∗ , ψ2∗ , ψ3∗ ).
ψ † −ih̄cα
3

(2.3)
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where p, q, r are integers choosen to constitute a complete base. The Bloch phase factors in the
protonic state signify the creation of electric charge. Initially the eigenangles θi , θ j acquire Bloch
phases pairwise to ensure integrability of the second (centrifugal) term in the Laplacian in (1.10).
We take this pairing to frame the U(2) structure of the Higgs mechanism and we use the Ansatz
[17]
Λ2π = αϕ0 ∼ h̄c2π = αϕ0 a
(1.13)
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Here we suppressed spinor indices which are mixed by the 4 × 4 Dirac matrices α = (α1 , α2 , α3 )
and β . The spinor indices commute with the colour indices. Using left invariance of the coordinate
fields ∂ j |u = uiT j from (1.3) we get in the mass term of (2.3)
†

ψ 0 (u0 )† ψ 0 (u0 ) = u0 iT j [R] u0 iT j [R] = (iT j [R])† (u0 )† u0 (iT j [R]) = ψ(u)† ψ(u)
(2.4)
provided the configuration variables u0 , u are unitary, i.e. (u0 )† u0 = u† u = 1. Next we impose the
local gauge transformation
ψ → ψ 0 = g(x)ψ, g(x) ∈ SU(3), ∂µ → Dµ = ∂µ + Aµ

(2.5)

Aµ = igs Akµ λk , k = 1, 2, · · · , 8

(2.6)

and the gauge field transforming as (p. 223 in [19])
A0µ = g(x)Aµ g(x)−1 + g(x)∂µ g(x)−1 →

D0µ ψ 0

2

= Dµ ψ

2

.

(2.7)

We see that choosing u = g(x) in (2.5) equivalences local gauge transformation in laboratory space
(2.7) to left translation of the coordinate fields (1.3) on the intrinsic configuration manifold.

3. Some results to compare with observations
The second and third terms in the Higgs potential (1.14) are interpreted as mass and selfcoupling terms as usual. We thus get a compact expression for the Higgs mass
1
π
1
2π
1
2π
mH c2 = µ = √ ϕ0 = √
Λ= √
me c2 = 125.095 ± 0.014 GeV
2
2 α(mW )
2 α(mW ) α(me )

(3.1)

to compare with the experimental value 125.10 ± 0.14 GeV [20]. In (3.1) we use α −1 (me ) =
137.035999139(31) [14] and α −1 (mW ) = 127.989(14) has been obtained by sliding from α −1 (mZ ) =
127.950(10) [21]. We also get a prediction for the Higgs self-coupling from (1.14)
1
2
and predict excess Higgs to gauge boson couplings with signal strengths [21]
λ2 =

µHVV
1
=
≈ 1.03.
|Vud |
µHVV,SM

(3.2)

(3.3)

The quark mixing matrix element Vud between u and d quarks enters the expression (3.3) via our
determination of the electroweak energy scale (note GFβ = GF µ |Vud | )
p
√
v/ 2 ≡ ϕ0 → vSM = v |Vud | = 246.93(3) GeV.
(3.4)
This is because we set the electroweak scale v from the neutron decay as seen from (1.1) and (1.12).
Note also results on Cabibbo angle [22] from u and s quark generators [23] and Weinberg angle
from u and d quark generators [23]. And on proton energy-momentum tensor [24].
I thank Henrik Georg Bohr and Mogens Stibius Jensen for co-work on the Higgs mass. I
thank Jakob Bohr and Steen Markvorsen for helpful discussions on mapping of intrinsic structure
to laboratory space.
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with gauge field expanded on the Gell-Mann matrices λk including a common strong coupling gs
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