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We analyze constraints on anomalous couplings of the Wtb vertex. In particular, we look at
scenarios when two of four possible couplings are allowed to vary from their Standard Model
values and obtain corresponding indirect constraints from three channels in B-physics: Bd,s −
B̄d,s oscillations, inclusive decay B → Xs γ and inclusive decay B → Xs `+ `− . We compare our
results with constraints of similar scenarios obtained from direct experimental study of the Wtb
vertex in the t-channel single top quark production cross section. We conclude that in most twodimensional scenarios indirect constraints are more rigid. So far, no deviations from the Standard
Model have been found.
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1. Introduction
The top quark is the heaviest of all known elementary particles and is expected to have large
couplings with physics beyond the Standard Model (BSM physics). One of the possibilities to
study BSM physics is to study the anomalous interactions of the Wtb vertex. The most general,
lowest-dimension, CP-conserving Lagrangian of the Wtb vertex has the following form


gw
gw σ µν ∂ν Wµ− L
L Wtb = √ b̄γ µ fVL PL + fVR PR tWµ− − √ b̄
fT PL + fTR PR t + h.c.,
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Figure 1: Feynman diagram of the Wtb transition. The black circle denotes the vertex which can contain
anomalous couplings.

Constraints on anomalous couplings have been studied in several works and can be basically
divided into two types. The first type are those obtained from indirect studies of the top interactions
in processes involving B-decays. In case of one-dimensional scenarios when only one coupling is
allowed to have a non-SM value some of these processes are known to give the most stringent
constraints on anomalous Wtb couplings [2, 3].
The second type are constraints obtained from direct experimental studies of the Wtb vertex.
Those have been studied at CMS in the t-channel single top quark production cross section [5].
One, two and three dimensional scenarios depending on how many couplings are allowed to have
non-SM values have been considered.
In this work we analyzed scenarios with two non-SM couplings, obtained corresponding constraints from three channels in B-physics (Bd,s − B̄d,s oscillations, inclusive decay B → Xs γ and
inclusive decay B → Xs `+ `− ) and compared them to similar results from the t-channel single top
quark production cross section [5].

2. Theoretical framework
We start from the effective Lagrangian containing dimension-six operators. The Lagrangian
has the form
 
1
1
L = LSM + 2 ∑ Ci Qi + O
,
(2.1)
Λ i
Λ3
where LSM represents the Standard Model contribution, Λ is the scale of New Physics (NP) and
Qi are the dimension-six operators, which are gauge invariant under SM gauge symmetries and
1
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where PL,R = (1 ∓ γ5 )/2, σµν = i(γµ γν − γν γµ )/2, gw is the coupling constant of the weak interaction, the form factors fVL,R denote the left- and right-handed vector couplings, and fTL,R denote
the left- and right-handed tensor couplings. The Standard Model (SM) has the following set of
coupling values: fVL = Vtb , fVR = fTL = fTR = 0. The diagram of the Wtb vertex is presented in Fig. 1.
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consist only of SM fields. The scale of NP Λ is expected to be large enough so the contribution of
new heavy degrees of freedom can be decoupled. In general, when one considers NP contribution
as an effective addition to the SM Lagrangian both dimension-five and dimension-six operators are
possible [1]. However, in case of Wtb interactions dimension-five operators do not contribute since
they do not contain quark fields.
In this work we only consider the set of operators which contribute to the anomalous interactions of the Wtb vertex:

QRR = t¯R γ µ bR (φ̃ † iDµ φ ) + h.c.,

a
QLRb = Q̄0L σ µν τ a bR φWµν
+ h.c.,
a
QLRt = Q̄L σ µν τ atR φ̃Wµν
+ h.c.,

(2.2)

∗c +
where φ is the Higgs field, φ̃ = iτ 2 φ ∗ , QL = (tL ,Vtb bL + Vts sL + Vtd dL )T , Q0L = (Vtb∗ tL + Vcb
L
T
∗
Vub uL , bL ) . After setting the Higgs field in (2.1) to its vacuum expectation value one comes to the
Lagrangian of the Wtb vertex (1.1).
The anomalous couplings fVL,R and fTL,R from (1.1) are expressed in terms of Wilson coefficients from (2.1) in the following way:

CLRbVtb∗ R CLRt Vtb∗
CLLVtb∗
CRR
, fT =
.
fVL = Vtb∗ + √
, fVR = √
, fTL =
G F Λ2
G F Λ2
2GF Λ2
2 2GF Λ2

(2.3)

In this work we only consider the case when the operators in (2.2) are Hermitian and hence the
Wilson coefficients (2.1) and the anomalous couplings in (1.1) are real, though the generalization
for the complex couplings is, of course, possible.
In processes involving B-decays the constraints on anomalous Wtb couplings are related to
the constraints on the non-SM additions to the Wilson coefficients. The low-energy effective Lagrangian, typically used at the scale µ ∼ 5 GeV of b → {s, d} transitions has the following form
"
#

10
4GF 2 
4GF
∗
∗ (u)
∗ (c)
√
L = LQCD×QED + √
V
V
C
V
V
O
+V
V
O
+
(2.4)
i
tb
ub
cb
∑
us i
ts ∑ Ci Oi ,
cs i
2 i=1
2
i=3
where the first term consists of kinetic terms of the light SM particles and their QCD and QED
interactions. To obtain the Lagrangian (2.4) from (2.1) one needs to separate the contributions of
heavy degrees of freedom of the SM, integrating out the top quark, W and Z bosons, the contribution
of which is then becomes encoded in the Wilson coefficients Ci of (2.4). (Please, note that the
Wilson coefficients in (2.4) are different from those in (2.1).) In this work we do not perform the
described calculation, as it was done previously in several works [2, 3]. Detailed structure of the
operators Oi can be found in [3]. The Wilson coefficients have the form Ci (µ) = CiSM (µ) + δCi (µ),
where the additional term δCi (µ) corresponds to NP contributions.

3. Constraints on anomalous tWb couplings
Experimental data on anomalous Wtb couplings can be divided into two types:
2
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QLL = Q̄L τ a γ µ QL (φ † τ a iDµ φ ) − Q̄L γ µ QL (φ † iDµ φ ) + h.c.,
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• direct constraints, obtained the processes which contain the Wtb vertex explicitly, e.g. from
the t-channel single top quark production cross section;
• indirect constraints, received indirectly from the channels when the Wtb transition is presented in the loops.

• data on Bd,s − B̄d,s oscillations [4];
• the branching ratio of the B̄ → Xs γ decay [2];
• the branching ratio of the B̄ → Xs µ + µ − decay [3].
Using these three channels, we considered the following scenarios when two or three of the
four couplings can have non-SM values: ( fVL ; fVR ); ( fVL ; fTL ); ( fVL ; fTR ). With these scenarios we
obtained the results for indirect constraints from the three channels described above and compared
them to direct constraints obtained from the t-channel single top quark production cross section
[5]. The results are presented in Fig. 2.

4. Conclusion
We performed an analysis of two dimensional constraints when two of the four anomalous
couplings ( fVL , fVR , fTL , fTR ) can differ from their SM values. In particular, the following scenarios
were considered: ( fVL ; fVR ); ( fVL ; fTL ); ( fVL ; fTR ). For the indirect constraints we considered the following channels in B-physics: data on Bd,s − B̄d,s oscillations; the branching ratio of the B̄ → Xs γ
decay; the branching ratio of the B̄ → Xs µ + µ − decay. We compared our results with direct constraints of similar scenarios received from t-channel single top quark production cross section [5].
We found that the indirect constraints from B-physics are more rigid than the direct constraints
from t-channel single top quark production. So far no deviations from the Standard Model have
been observed.
As a prospect, a study of similar three-dimensional constraints with the possibility for three of
four anoumalous Wtb couplings to vary from their SM values would be interesting.
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When considering constraints on anomalous couplings different scenarios are possible, depending on how many couplings are allowed to vary from their SM values. One dimensional
scenarios, when only one coupling differs from its SM value, are well known [2, 3]. In this case,
the following three channels give the most stringent constraints on anomalous Wtb couplings:
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Figure 2: The images correspond to 95% C.L. allowed fi - f j regions for indirect constraints from three
channels: B − B̄ oscillations, B → Xs γ, B → Xs `+ `− ; and direct taken from [5].
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