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The LHCf experiment, situated at the LHC accelerator, is composed of two independent detectors
located at 140 metres from the ATLAS interaction point (IP1) on opposite sides along the beam
axis. LHCf covers the pseudorapidity region above 8.4, with the capability to measure zero-degree
neutral particles. The physics motivation of the experiment is to test the hadronic interaction
models commonly used in ground-based cosmic rays experiments to simulate air-showers induced
by ultra-high-energy cosmic rays (UHECR) in the Earth atmosphere. The data from accelerator
experiments are very important for the tuning of these phenomenological models in order to
reduce the systematic uncertainty of UHECR measurements. A precise measurement of the π0s
produced in the very-forward region in high energy collisions provides the possibility to study the
electromagnetic component of secondary particles produced in the first interaction of a UHECR
with the atmosphere. In this contribution the preliminary results from the π0 analysis of the
data acquired in proton-proton collisions at

√
s = 13 TeV will be presented. The Feynman-x

and transverse momentum spectra obtained with the two detectors will be compared to show the
consistency of the results.
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1. Introduction

The observation of Ultra-High-Energy Cosmic Rays (UHECR) is carried out by ground-based
experiments with large arrays of detectors, as the Pierre Auger Observatory [1] and the Telescope
Array [2]. The detection technique of the UHECRs is based on the observation of the shower of
secondary particles produced in the interaction of the cosmic rays with a nucleus of the atmosphere
(the so-called “air-showers”). AccurateMonte Carlo simulations are therefore required to extract the
astrophysical parameters of the primary cosmic ray from the air-shower observables. Ground based
experiments have already published results of observables sensitive to the chemical composition
of the UHECRs [3, 4], but a clear interpretation of the data is made difficult because of the
large systematic uncertainty associated to the disagreement between different hadronic interaction
models employed in the simulations. Since hadronic interaction models commonly used in air-
shower simulations are phenomenological models based on the Gribov-Regge theory [5, 6], the
tuning of these models with experimental data is fundamental to reduce the systematic uncertainty
of UHECR measurements. The Large Hadron Collider (LHC [7]) provides the highest energy
available at an accelerator and grants an unique opportunity for the tuning of hadronic interaction
models and reduce the uncertainty of their extrapolation at UHECR energies (> 1018 eV). The LHC-
forward (LHCf [8]) experiment is designed to measure the very-forward neutral particles production
at the LHC, in particular photons, neutrons and π0s. The very-forward region covered by LHCf
(at pseudorapidity & 8.4) is crucial for the tuning of air-shower hadronic interaction models, since
it is the region where most of the energy flow of the secondary particles is concentrated. LHCf
has carried out measurements in proton-proton collisions at

√
s = 0.9, 2.76, 7 and 13 TeV, and in

proton-lead collisions at √sNN = 5.02 and 8.16 TeV [9–17].
A description of the experimental apparatus of LHCf is given in Section 2. The reconstruction

procedure of a π0 event is explained in Section 3. The preliminary results of the analysis, showing
the transverse momentum distribution in several Feynman-X bins are discussed in Section 4.

2. The LHCf experiment

The LHCf experiment is composed of two independent detectors (named “Arm1” and “Arm2”)
placed ∼140 meters away from the Interaction Point 1, on opposite sides. The detectors are placed
in the Target Absorber Neutral (TAN) instrumentation slot, where the unique beam pipe from the
interaction point is splitted into the two beam pipes of the colliding beams. The position between the
two beam pipes permits to measure particles emitted at a pseudorapidity & 8.4, up to zero-degree
particles. Since charged particles are deflected by the dipole magnets which bend the colliding
beams into their own beam pipes, only neutral particles can be measured by the detectors. Each
detector is made of two sampling and position sensitive calorimeters (called “towers” hereafter).
GSO scintillators are used as active layers, while tungsten is used as absorber. All the calorimeters
have a depth of 44 radiation lengths and have a resolution better than 3% for photons above 100 GeV
[18]. Arm1 and Arm2 have different transverse size of the calorimeters and use different detectors
for themeasurement of the transverse position: Arm1 employs arrays of GSO scintillator bars, while
Arm2 uses silicon microstrip detectors. The position resolution of the silicon microstrip detectors
for electromagnetic showers is 40µm [19], while for GSO bars is 200 µm [18]. The transverse size
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of the Arm1 calorimeters is 20 × 20 mm2 (“small tower”) and 40 × 40 mm2 (“large tower”), while
for Arm2 it is 25 × 25 mm2 (“small tower”) and 32 × 32 mm2 (“large tower”). The small tower of
both Arm1 and Arm2 is placed on the beam line. A schematic view of both detectors can be seen
in Figures 1 and 2

Figure 1: Schematic view of the Arm1 detector. Figure 2: Schematic view of the Arm2 detector.

3. π0 event reconstruction

The π0 transverse momentum (pT ) and Feynman-X (XF ≡ 2pZ/
√

s) are reconstructed from
the energy and impact position of the decay photons into the LHCf towers. Two typology of events
can be recorded: “Type I” events where one photon hits each tower, and “Type II” events where
both photons hit the same tower. In Type II events the energy deposited in the calorimeter is shared
between the two photons using the information on the transverse profile of the showers provided
by the position sensitive layers. Type I and Type II analyses are carried out independently and the
comparison of the results will be shown in Section 4.

3.1 Event selection

A preselection is applied to the data to select the π0 candidates:

• Energy threshold: events with an energy deposit corresponding to a photon with an energy
> 200 GeV are selected. This requirement ensures a ∼100% trigger efficiency for both Arm1
and Arm2 detectors.

• Fiducial border: particles hitting the calorimeter within 2 mm from the border are rejected
since the energy is not well reconstructed due to the high leakage of the shower outside the
calorimeter.

• Particle identification (PID): in order to discriminate photon events from hadron events, the
L90% parameter is defined as the depth within 90% of the energy deposit is contained. all
events with L90% below a given threshold (Lthr

90%) are selected as photon-like events. Lthr
90% is

computed as an energy-dependent function to ensure a 90% π0 selection efficiency according
to Monte Carlo simulations. Different thresholds are computed for Type I and Type II events.
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• Multi-hit rejection: events with at least a background particle in addition to the two photons
are rejected: Type I events are rejected if there is more than one particle in a tower, while
Type II events are rejected if there are three or more particles in the tower of interest.

3.2 Background subtraction

After the preselection, the invariant mass distribution (Mγγ) of the two photons is built in each
XF bin to select π0 events and to subtract the remaining background. The Mγγ distribution is fitted
modelling the signal component as an asymmetric Gaussian and the background as a 3rd order
polynomial. A signal window is defined as the Mγγ region within 3σ from the signal peak, while
two background windows are defined between 4σ and 7σ from the peak. An example of the fit,
including signal and background windows, is shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Invariant mass distribution for Arm2 Type-I events with 0.20 < XF < 0.25. The fit function is drawn
as a blue line, while the signal and background components are plotted in red and green, respectively. The
edges of the signal window are represented by the black vertical solid lines, while the background windows
edges are drawn as black vertical dotted lines.

The signal pT spectrum is obtained selecting the events in the signal window. The pT distribu-
tion of the background is estimated selecting the events falling in background windows (“sideband
method”). The absolute normalization of the background is obtained by scaling the background
distribution by the ratio of the background function integral within the signal window and the
background function integral in the background windows. The background distribution is finally
subtracted from the signal spectrum.

3.3 Unfolding and corrections

In order to correct for the inefficiencies of the selection criteria and for the effects of the
detector response, an iterative unfolding procedure based on the Bayes’ theorem [20] is performed.
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The response function for the unfolding was build for a simulated sample of π0 with an uniform
distribution in the pT -XF phase space. The simulation implements the π0 decay near the IP1, the
propagation of the photons from the decay position to the detector, and finally the interaction of
the photons with the calorimeters. The COSMOS and EPICS [21, 22] Monte Carlo simulation
codes were used for the interaction with the detector. Finally, the unfolded spectra are corrected for
the geometrical acceptance of the towers. The geometrical acceptance map was generated with a
dedicated toy Monte Carlo simulation. The geometrical acceptance of Arm2 is shown in Figures 4
and 5, where the complementary coverage of Type I and Type II events can be appreciated.
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Figure 4: Arm2 geometrical acceptance for Type I π0 events.
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Figure 5: Arm2 geometrical acceptance for Type II π0 events.
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4. Results

The data set used in the analysis has been taken during the LHCf operation in proton-proton
collisions at

√
s = 13 TeV in LHC fill #3855. A dedicated low-luminosity beam setup was used. In

the first ∼3 hours of data taking a luminosity of ∼0.4 ×1029 cm−2 s−1 was used, while in the next
∼11 hours the luminosity was increased to ∼1.4 ×1029 cm−2 s−1. A dedicated trigger was used for
Type I events (without the prescaling factor of the standard trigger) to increase their statistics. The
integrated luminosity is ∼2.1 nb−1 and ∼0.8 nb−1 for Type I and Type II events, respectively.

The preliminary pT spectra in several XF bins are shown in Figure 6. Type I and Type II
analyses provide results in good agreement in the regions where they overlap. Arm1 and Arm2 data
also appear to be consistent with each other. The consistency of the data between different detectors
and event types permits to fully take advantage of the different pT and XF coverage of Arm1 and
Arm2, and of Type I and Type II events. Indeed, thanks to the larger dimension of its large tower,
Arm1 is able to reach a larger pT with respect to Arm2. Conversely, Arm2 close the gaps of Arm1
acceptance for XF < 0.6 and extend the low-pT coverage for XF > 0.6 thanks to the larger dimension
of its small tower. The inclusion of the data with the detectors shifted up by 5 mm with respect to
the nominal position (aligned to the beam line) is expected to further reduce the remaining gaps in
acceptance.
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Figure 6: Transverse momentum spectra in different XF bins measured with the Arm1 and Arm2 detectors
of LHCf. Results from different detectors and π0 event types are shown with different colors. Errors bars
represent the total estimated uncertainty (statistical + systematic).
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